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What is advocacy?

✤ Public support for or recommendation of a particular 
cause or policy.

✤ ALL Children and public education

✤ Contexts-social, economic, legal, cultural, and 
“political”



“Politics” and advocacy

✤ You are a PUBLIC OFFICIAL.

✤ You are appointed by ELECTED 
REPRESENTATIVES.



Quiz

1. Who are your elected 
governmental officials?

2. Can you identify the 
individuals to the right and 
their role?



Answers
1. Depends on your location
2. See at right

Joseph B. 
Scarnatti, III

President Pro Tempore
Republican

(Term Expires: 2020)
Serving Cameron, 

Clearfield (part), Clinton, 
Elk, Jefferson, Mckean, 

Potter, and Tioga 
Counties

Mike Turzai

Speaker of the House
Republican 

(Term Expires: 2018)
Serving serving 

Allegheny County (Part)

David S. Hickernell

House Education Chair
Republican 

(Term Expires: 2018)
Serving serving Dauphin 
County (Part), Lancaster 

County (Part)

John H. 
Eichelberger, Jr.

Senate Education Chair
Republican 

(Term Expires: 2018)
Serving serving Blair, 
Cumberland (part), 

Franklin (part), Fulton 
and Huntingdon (part) 

Counties



Advocacy is part 
of the process
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyeJ55
o3El0

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=tyeJ55o3El0


When to 
advocate?
✤ Always
✤ Called upon
✤ Interest



Where to advocate?

✤Everywhere
✤Events
✤Lobby Days
✤Conferences



How to advocate?

✤ Phone calls and text messages

✤ Letters

✤ Email

✤ Visit

✤ Home Office

✤ Capitol Office

✤ Testimony

✤ Media



Tips for 
advocacy

✤ Understand and stay focused 
on your talking points

✤ Know a little about the person 
with whom you are speaking

✤ Keep to schedules (even when 
the host does not)

✤ Respectful in dialogue

✤ Marshal your forces



Time to try it

✤ HOUSE BILL No. 833

✤ Develop your advocacy plan



Why are we advocates?

✤ If not you, who?

✤ We have a choice to become a model or succumb to a 
model.

✤ Public schools are the smallest unit of democracy.

✤ We serve our communities and ALL children. 



Questions and Resources

✤ https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1beAbS83v4

✤ http://www.pageturnpro.com/AASA/74804-October-2016/default.html#page/1

✤ http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=3914

✤ http://www.legis.state.pa.us

✤ https://www.congress.gov

✤ http://www.pasa-net.org

✤ http://www.aasa.org/home/

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=c1beAbS83v4
http://www.pageturnpro.com/AASA/74804-October-2016/default.html#page/1
http://www.aasa.org/content.aspx?id=3914
http://www.legis.state.pa.us
https://www.congress.gov
http://www.pasa-net.org
http://www.aasa.org/home/
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