
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
Understanding Principal Turnover is Key to Teacher Retention—The longer a principal stays in a 
school, the more likely that principal is to hire teachers who will stick around for a while. 
That’s according to a new paper, published online in the Journal of Educational Administration this month, 
based on data from nearly 12,000 Texas principals, from 1999 to 2017. The goal was to determine 
whether principals, as they gained experience, got better at hiring teachers who would remain in their 
schools. Read the rest of the story: “Why Understanding Principal Turnover Is Important for Teacher 
Retention” (from Education Week, 6/15/22) 
 
How Will Schools Plan for Children Struggling with Long COVID?—School has wrapped up for the 
year, affording educators a moment to heave a sigh of relief. But now, as they dive into planning for next 
year, a big challenge looms, and most aren’t facing it: How will they support the students who will struggle 
daily with long COVID? Education Week asked several national and regional organizations of school 
districts and superintendents how their members are planning to manage the needs of students with 
lingering effects of COVID. They all said the issue hasn’t risen onto districts’ radar yet, even though tens 
of thousands of children nationally will likely face those struggles. That worries medical and legal experts. 
Read the rest of the story:  “Thousands of Students Will Face Long COVID. Schools Need to Plan 
Now” (from Education Week, 6/20/22) 
 
Long School Bus Rides Linked to Chronic Absenteeism— For some students, attending a high-
quality or high-performing school means opting for a school that is outside of their regular attendance 
zones. These schools are usually a few miles away from the student’s home, requiring them to ride the 
bus longer than some of their peers. But a new study suggests those school choices could set up a 
barrier for students’ success, rather than bolster it. It found that long bus rides pose a disproportionate 
burden on Black students and may significantly increase chronic absenteeism. Read the rest of the story: 
“Study Links Longer School Bus Rides to Chronic Absenteeism” (from Education Week, 6/16/22) 
 
In National News… 

Supreme Court Ruling Opens Door to Religious Expression at Public Schools— The Supreme 
Court ruled Monday that a former Washington state high school football coach had a right to pray on the 
field immediately after games, a decision that could lead to more acceptance of religious expression at 
public schools. The 6-3 ruling was a victory for Joseph Kennedy, who claimed that the Bremerton School 
District violated his religious freedom by telling him he couldn’t pray so publicly after the 
games. The district said it was trying to avoid the appearance that the school was endorsing a religious 
point of view. Read the rest of the story: “Supreme Court Rules for Former Coach in Public School 
Prayer Case” ( from NBC News, 6-27-22) 

Supreme Court Ends Restriction on Use of Taxpayer Money for Religious Education— The 
Supreme Court ruled Tuesday that state programs providing money for public school tuition cannot 
exclude schools that offer religious instruction. The decision relaxed long-standing restrictions on using 
taxpayer money to pay for religious education, further lowering the wall of separation between church and 
state. Read the rest of the story: “Supreme Court Oks Use of Public Money for Religious Education” 
(from NBC News, 6/21/22). Additional analysis: SCOTUS Decision in Maine Vouch Case (from AASA, 6-
21-22) 

Keep Kids Fed Act Proposed to Extend School Nutrition Flexibility—A bipartisan bill to extend 
pandemic-era nutrition waivers would help school nutrition workers respond to supply-chain and inflation 
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challenges—but it doesn’t include an extension of universal free school meal programs, as many school 
nutrition groups had urged. Four lawmakers, including two Republicans and two Democrats, announced 
the Keep Kids Fed Act Tuesday. If passed, the bill would extend some of the U.S. Department of 
Agriculture waivers that provided nutrition workers with more flexibility to respond to pandemic-era 
challenges. Read the rest of the story: “Bipartisan Bill Would Extend School Nutrition Flexibility, But 
Not Universal Free Meals” (from EducationWeek, 6/22/22) 

 
A Call to Action: Tell Your Member of Congress to Pass the Keep Kids Fed Act, H.R. 8150 
 
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
 
State Budget Update— Budget negotiations continue this week. Both the House and Senate moved 
state appropriations bills forward last week and put them in place for action on the budget. All would need 
to be amended to include final budget numbers when a compromise plan is ready for a vote. 
 
The Governor’s Education Budget Ask Includes: 

• $1.25 Billion – Basic Subsidy 
• $300 Million – Level Up 
• $200 Million - Special Education 

 
We are hearing that Republicans are offering as little as $350 million and up to $500 million for a total 
package. However, these numbers are conjecture and rumor at this point.  
 
Call your legislators today and let them know that Governor Wolf's increase in funding is vital.  
 
  
In Legislative News… 
 
Session Update— Both the House and Senate are in session this week and next week for four days – 
unless the budget is finalized before next week. The budget deadline is June 30. 
 
Last Week’s Bill Action—  
 
The Senate State Government Committee held a hearing on SB 488, 492 and HB 2524.  
 
* HB 2524: Right-to-Know Amendments; Senate State Government Committee held a hearing on 
HB 2524.This bill was also re-referred to the Senate Appropriations Committee. As amended the bill 
makes changes to existing Right-to-Know Law. Those most relevant to school districts include the 
following: 
- requires the public entity to register its open-records officer with the Office of Open Records 
- allows a public entity to require a requester to certify in writing whether the request is for a commercial 
purpose and imposes a penalty for a false written statement 
- includes requests for real estate-related records used for real estate purposes in the definition of 
“commercial purpose” 
- forbids a public entity from disposing of any potentially responsive record until the request has been 
responded to and any related appeals have been exhausted 
- provides a process for a public entity to petition the Office of Open Records for relief from a vexatious 
requester (other than media). However, vexatious requesters cannot be labeled so based solely on the 
number of requests filed or the number of records sought; rather they are so considered “by the person’s 
conduct,” as demonstrating an intent to annoy or harass a local agency. 
- allows a public entity to assess fees for responding to commercial requests at no more than the hourly 
wage of the lowest-paid public employee of the entity who is capable of searching, reviewing and 
redacting the information as necessary to comply with the request, and such fee charges could be 
appealed to the Office of Open Records. (Attorney requests on behalf of a client and not intended for 
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commercial purposes would be excluded from fees.) 
 
PASA is disappointed with this bill. There appears to be a lot of energy in the Capitol to do this – but it 
doesn’t help those it is supposedly trying to help. We have been working on the issues of vexatious and 
commercial requests. But definitions in this bill are not done well and difficult to prove. The bill also allows 
the Office of Open Records to levy fines, something that is currently handled by the courts. PASA 
believes that SB 552 is a better approach to this matter as it identifies the criteria that will be evaluated by 
the Office of Open Records to determine if a requester should be considered vexatious, establishes a 
process for ORR to review the petition including possible mediation, and identifies an appeal process to 
Commonwealth Court for either party.  It is by far a cleaner bill that provides more clarity through criteria 
and definition. 
 
In Other Legislative Action… 
 
* HB 1660: School Board Authority; removed from the Senate table. The bill reduces a school 
board’s authority to provide an alternative learning system during a non-public health emergency to 60 
calendar days, with the potential of a 60 calendar day extension after a public hearing. For public health-
related emergencies, the board may provide alternative education for 21 calendar days, with the potential 
of a 21 calendar day extension. PASA opposes this bill. 
 
* HB 1867: Purple Star School Program; second consideration in the Senate. The bill establishes a 
Purple Star School Program in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that will recognize schools that 
provide strong services for educational transition issues of military families. Under the program, schools 
will be designated as Purple Star campuses if they demonstrate military-friendly practices and meet 
certain requirements such as: having a military liaison staff member; a webpage on the school’s website 
that includes resources for military students and families; and, professional development training 
opportunities for staff members on issues relating to military students.   
 
* HB 2534: Right-to-Know Amendment; Re-committed to the House Rules Committee. The bill 
would create a new exception covering disability accommodations by amending Section 708 of the Right-
to-Know Law to bar access to reference notes and working papers prepared by or for a public official or 
agency employee, which are used to accommodate an individual’s disability. 
 
* SB 1243: Personal Financial Literacy for High School Students, Re-referred to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee. The bill requires districts to implement a financial literacy course as a 
graduation requirement.  While PASA can support financial literacy as beneficial to students, this should 
be optional for districts.  For that reason, PASA opposes this bill. 
 
* SB 766: Adult Education & Workforce Recovery Fund Grant Program; Re-referred to the Senate 
Appropriations Committee.  The bill creates grants for educational entities to implement adult education 
programs.  This bill could benefit our CTE’s and districts that provide adult education programs.  PASA 
supports this bill. 
 
* SB 1277:  Parental Control over Curriculum and Books; Re-referred to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The bill requires district to identify and inform parent of sexually explicit material with no clear 
method or criteria of how to do this.  PASA opposes this bill. 
 
* SB 1278: Parent Authority in Curriculum Decisions; Re-referred to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee.  The bill does the following:  

• Prohibits classroom instruction on gender identity and sexual orientation for pre-kindergarten 
through fifth grade students, consistent with the timeline for when the existing academic 
standards on general sex education begins in sixth grade. 

• Requires adherence to existing state standards of age-appropriate content for any discussions of 
gender identity and sexual orientation that occur in grades 6-12. 

•  Prohibits a school from withholding information from parents in accordance with existing state 
and federal laws. 
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• Increase transparency by requiring public schools to develop a policy for notifying parents when 
there is a change to a student’s services or monitoring. 

• Protects students in the LGBTQ community by providing critical exemptions if it can be 
reasonably demonstrated that parental notification would result in abuse or abandonment of a 
minor.  PASA opposes this bill. 

 
* HB 2169: Tuition Vouchers; Re-referred to the Senate Appropriation Committee. The bill 
establishes the “Lifeline Scholarship” to give parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the 
attendance areas of the lowest-achieving public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an 
“alternative academic setting.” Eligible students must have attended a public school in the preceding 
school year, received funds from the program in the preceding school year, would be attending first grade 
for the first time in the next school year, are in foster care, were recently adopted, or whose parent is full-
time military. Both special needs and regular ed students meeting that criteria would be eligible. The bill 
calculates the voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a school district, 
including property tax relief money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s 
average daily membership (ADM) to calculate the base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, 
the base voucher amount would then be multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education 
funding formula – depending on the severity of a student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts 
would have exceptionally large amounts of their subsidies dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only 
accountability in the program would be requiring the Auditor General to conduct random audits of the 
scholarship program each year.  There would be no requirement for annual audits or reporting by all 
recipients or receiving entities. Click here for more talking points about the bill.PASA strongly opposes 
this bill—and any that seek to divert public funds from struggling public schools to non-public 
schools. 
 
This Week’s Committee Schedule – 
 
House Education Committee 
No meeting scheduled as of 6/27/22 
 
Senate Education Committee 
No meeting scheduled as of 6/27/22 
 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
6/27/22—Off the floor 
SB 1277: Parental Control over Curriculum and Books   
SB 1278: Parent Authority in Curriculum Decisions  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
July 4…………PASA office closed 
July 27………..New Superintendents Webinar 
August 7-9…...PA Educational Leadership Summit 
August 13……Superintendent Licensure Exam  
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