
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Transitional Standards for School Meals – (from AASA) On February 4, the U.S. Department of Agriculture 
(USDA) announced transitional standards on milk, whole grains and sodium that will be in place for School Years 
2022-2023 and 2023-2024. The transitional standards include: 
* Allowing local operators of the National School Lunch Program (NSLP) and School Breakfast Program (SBP) to 
offer flavored, low-fat milk (1 percent fat) for students in grades K through 12 and for sale as a competitive 
beverage. 
* Beginning in SY 2022-2023, at least 80 percent of the weekly grains in the school lunch and breakfast menus 
must be whole grain-rich. 
* Establishes Sodium Target 1 as the sodium limit for school lunch and breakfast in SY2022-2023. For SY2023-
2024, schools must meet Sodium Target 1A which requires a 10% reduction in sodium for school lunch only. 
  
All other school nutrition standards – including fruit and vegetable requirements and overall calorie ranges – remain 
the same as the 2012 standards. More details here. 
  
These transitional standards are in place while USDA works with stakeholders to strengthen meal standards 
through a new rulemaking for the longer term. The longer-term standards will be based on a comprehensive review 
of the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2020-2025 and effective starting in school year 2024-2025. 
  
AASA’s response: While we are pleased to see continued flexibility for school meal programs, we anticipate the 
longer- term standards will include more stringent requirements that will result in reduced participation in school 
meal programs and unnecessary food waste. AASA recognizes the importance of promoting healthy eating habits 
around sodium, enriched whole grains, and dairy intake, but it is important to acknowledge that healthy meals are 
only healthy if students eat them. 
  
Survey: Decisions about What is Taught – The public is divided on whether schools have a responsibility to 
ensure that all students learn about the ongoing effects of slavery and racism, a new national survey shows. And as 
debates over how children learn about sensitive subjects bubble up across the country, Americans are also split on 
whether parents or teachers should have “a great deal of” influence over what is taught in schools, the survey 
shows. Republicans tend to defer to parents of schoolchildren, while Democrats tend to think teachers should get to 
decide how to teach about certain issues. While most Americans think schools have a responsibility to teach about 
slavery, only about half think schools should teach about the ongoing effects of racism. The survey also found that 
10 percent of Americans don’t think that schools have a responsibility to ensure that all students learn about the 
history of slavery and racism in the United States When asked how much influence different stakeholders should 
have in deciding how to teach about slavery and race, 41 percent of Americans said parents should have “a great 
deal of influence” and a third said the same about social studies teachers. Americans were much less likely to say 
that the state legislature and governor should have much influence. Read the rest of the story: “Half of Americans 
Don’t Think Schools Should Teach About Racism’s Impact Today” (from Education Week, 2/7/22). 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
School District Budget Report – PASA, the Pennsylvania Association of School Business Officials (PASBO), and 
the Pennsylvania Association of Rural and Small Schools (PARSS) released their Winter 2022 School District 
Budget Report last Monday. 
  
The budget report, which recounts stories and insights gathered from superintendents, school business officials, 
and others involved in school business operations throughout the Commonwealth, illustrates how school districts 
across the Commonwealth find themselves navigating a new normal – working through the lasting effects of the 
pandemic while addressing student needs, battling increases in mandated costs, massive statewide educational 
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labor shortages, significant supply chain issues, and stringent requirements associated with ESSER funding. 
  
Labor issues across the spectrum for operational and instructional student services and support functions were 
reported as the top concern and challenge for all three survey respondent groups (superintendents, school 
business officials, and operational specialists).  Respondents also noted other significant levels of concern for 
supply chain and fiscal issues among most schools, including procurement disruptions for technology, food, and 
equipment, along with budgeting constraints resulting from an accelerated growth in state and federal mandated 
costs for special education, charter school tuition, and pension contributions. 
  
Additionally, the report reveals how schools are heavily investing federal ESSER funds into student-centered 
academic and support programs supplemented by improvements to healthy learning environments and expanded 
technology access. 
  
The annual budget report strongly recommends that state and federal policymakers: 
* strengthen and expand funding support and mandate relief in a predictable and sustainable way to schools 
experiencing accelerated growth in mandated costs for special education, charter school tuition, and pensions; 
* ensure that school funding is predictable, consistent, and sustainable as districts unwind ESSER funding and 
begin to plan budgetary needs over the next three years; 
* ensure that the schools that are investing in successful federal ESSER programs can sustain these programs well 
beyond the current statutory deadline; and 
* assist schools in overcoming the severe supply chain, labor, and fiscal challenges so they can more effectively 
provide pupil transportation, food service, technology requirements, infrastructure updates, and student support. 
 
School Funding Trial Update – After nine weeks of testimony from plaintiffs in a landmark trial over 
Pennsylvania’s system for funding public education, defense attorneys for GOP legislative leaders have started to 
present their case. They opened Wednesday by calling a private, faith-based school leader to the stand, to highlight 
the school choice options available to commonwealth families through state tax-credit programs. On Thursday, they 
continued with testimony from the executive director of the Republican House Appropriations Committee, and a 
political science professor who argues that standardized test scores do not accurately measure the quality of 
education that English learners receive. Read the rest of the story: “GOP Makes Case for School Choice, Not 
Money, in Pa. Funding Trial” (from WHYY, 2/3/22). 
  
2022-23 State Budget – 
  
* Gov. Wolf’s Plan: Gov. Wolf will unveil his final proposed state budget tomorrow (Tuesday, February 8). 
Although details of the plan are not available, the governor has stated publicly that his priority will be education 
funding. 
  
* Legislative Democrats’ Proposal on Education Spending: Ahead of the upcoming budget season, legislative 
Democrats have formally launched a push for the most significant funding allocation for Pennsylvania schools in 
state history, unveiling a blueprint that would allocate $3.75 billion for education, staffing recruitment and retention, 
and classroom resources. The proposal, which House and Senate Democrats hope to pass as part of the 2022-23 
state budget, would use $2.75 billion out of the general fund and $1 billion from unspent federal American Rescue 
Plan funds allocated to Pennsylvania last year. Democrats in the Republican-controlled General Assembly touted a 
projected $6 billion to $7 billion budget surplus by the end of the current fiscal year, saying their proposal — 
branded the Full Funding Plan — does not touch the $2.6 billion in the state’s rainy day fund. Although exact 
estimates vary among Democrats and Republicans, there could be upwards of $10 billion in extra cash this 
year. Read the rest of the story: “Pa. Democrats Unveil $3.75B Education Spending Blueprint Ahead of 
Budget Season” (from the Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 1/31/22). 
  
Spending on Cyber Charter School Advertising – In the 2020-2021 school year, school districts paid more than 
$1 billion in student tuition payments to cyber charter schools. In the fall of 2021, Education Voters of PA filed Right 
to Know requests with Pennsylvania’s nine large cyber charter schools seeking invoices for advertising expenses. 
Based on RTK requests and information from schools’ tax forms, they estimate that Pennsylvania’s cyber charter 
schools spent more than $35 million tax dollars on advertising in 2019-2020 and 2020-2021. Read the rest of the 
story: “Right to Know Requests Reveal $35 Million Spent on Advertising by Cyber Charter Schools Over a 
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Two Year Period; Absence of State Oversight” (edvoterspa.org, 1/25/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate are in session this week, as Gov. Wolf presents his budget plan 
tomorrow. Most of the three session days likely will be focused on responses to the budget plan. After this week, 
both chambers will be in recess until late March to allow the House and Senate appropriations committees to hold 
budget hearings on various aspects of the governor’s plan. 
 
Committee Calendar –  
  
Monday, February 7 
  
Senate Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee 
To consider: 
* SB 1028: Purple Star Schools Designation. The bill would provide “Purple Star” recognition to schools that 
show compliance with Act 119 of 2018 by maintaining a website that includes resources for military-connected 
students and their families, designating a staff point of contact for these students, 
adopting a resolution showing support for them; recognizing the Month of the Military Child or Military Family Month 
with relevant events hosted by the campus, providing training to school staff to best equip them to support these 
families, and establishing a partnership with a military installation. (The bill is similar to HB 1867, which was passed 
unanimously on January 24 by the House Veterans Affairs & Emergency Preparedness Committee.) 
  
Senate Education Committee 
To consider: 
* HB 232: School District Names. The bill would allow the school board of a school district of the third class 
located within the county of the fifth or sixth class to change the district’s name by a two-thirds vote. The bill passed 
the House unanimously last month. 
  
State Budget Hearings – Gov. Wolf will release his proposed state budget tomorrow (Feb. 8). Following that, both 
the House and Senate appropriations committees will hold hearings on the budget plan, including the following: 
Department of Revenue: House – Feb. 15, Senate – Feb. 22 
Independent Fiscal Office: House – Feb. 15, Senate – Feb. 22 
Department of Education: House – March 7, Senate – March 10 
Department of Health: House – March 3, Senate – March 9 
  
In State News… 
  
Redistricting Update  – 
  
* Congressional Redistricting: The Pennsylvania Supreme Court last Wednesday took control of choosing new 
district lines for the state’s shrinking congressional delegation, a process that deadlocked the governor and 
Legislature. The five Democratic justices issued an order directing a Commonwealth Court judge to give them a 
report by Feb. 7 that recommends a new map, along with her legal and factual findings that support it. Chief Justice 
Max Baer, a Democrat, said the court was stepping in to move the process more quickly. “The threat of any appeal 
period from the Commonwealth Court decision to this court reduces the scant days available for this court to obtain 
briefs, study this complex and important matter, and render a decision,” Baer wrote, noting the pressures of the 
state’s elections calendar. (from the Associated Press, 1/2/22) 
  
* PA Legislature Map: A state panel last Friday approved Pennsylvania’s new legislative district maps, which 
could substantially alter the balance of power in the General Assembly for the next decade but are likely to be 
challenged in court by Republicans unhappy with the state House plan. The Legislative Reapportionment 
Commission — a five-person panel composed of the top General Assembly leaders and an independent chair — 
voted 4-1 to approve the maps, with Chair Mark Nordenberg joining the two Democrats and Senate Majority Leader 
Kim Ward (R., Westmoreland). “I believe that we have succeeded by virtually any measure,” said Nordenberg, a 
former University of Pittsburgh chancellor. “Even if imperfect, these are good maps that are fair, that are responsive 
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to the requirements of the law, and that will serve the interests of the people of Pennsylvania for the next decade.” 
(from Spotlight PA, 2/4/22) 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
Feb. 8………..Governor’s Budget Address 
Feb. 9………..Webinar: Education in a New Era #6 
Feb. 15………Superintendent Webinar: Managing Social Media 
Feb. 17-19…..AASA National Conference on Education (Nashville) 


