
 
 
 
 
 
 
The PASA office will be closed on Monday, February 21. For that reason, the next Update will be published 
on February 28. 
 
2022-23 Proposed State Budget… 
 
Gov. Wolf last Tuesday unveiled his proposed 2022-23 state budget, a $43.7 billion plan that includes a substantial 
increase in education funding, and reiterated his call for a single cyber charter school tuition rate and 
comprehensive charter law reform. 
  
“Last year, we made a historic investment in our schools,” Wolf said in his budget address before the General 
Assembly. “This year, we have an opportunity to build on that momentum and make a generational difference for 
students all across the commonwealth.” 
  
Highlights for education include the following: 
  
Education Appropriations 
The governor proposes an overall increase for K12 schools and libraries of $20.3 billion to include the following: 
Increases: 
* BEF: over $1.5 billion increase (22%), with $1.25 billion driven through the Fair Funding Formula and a $300 
million increase for Level-Up. [Note: The BEF appropriation includes funding for school district Social Security 
payments.] 
* Special Education: $200 million increase (16.7%) 
* Pre-K Counts: $60 million increase (24%) 
* Career/Technical Education: $6 million increase (6%) 
* Student Transportation: $16 million increase (2.7%) 
Level-Funding: 
Ready-to-Learn Block Grants, Teacher Professional Development, CT Equipment Grants, Nonpublic and Charter 
Student Transportation, Early Intervention, School Food Services, Services to Nonpublic Schools, Textbooks, 
Materials and Equipment for Nonpublic Schools, Safe Schools Initiative, Trauma-Informed Education 
  
Charter Reform and Cyber Charter School Tuition 
As he has in past budgets, Gov. Wolf proposes a flat cyber charter school tuition rate as well as Charter School 
Law reforms: 
* a statewide cyber charter tuition rate of $9,800 per student per year to better align tuition with the actual costs of 
providing an online education. The Governor’s Office estimates this will save school districts an estimated $199 
million annually. 
* comprehensive reform of the Charter School Law to ensure charter schools are providing a high-quality 
education, are accountable for their academic performance and financial management, and are meeting the same 
standards Pennsylvanians expect from traditional public schools. 
* applying the tiered Special Education Funding formula to all charters to better align special education funding with 
actual costs of providing services to special education students. This was a recommendation from the bipartisan 
Special Education Funding Commission. The Governor estimates this will save school districts an estimated $174 
million annually. 
* providing clarification on the redirection process, including the basis for reported expenditures and the deductions 
included in the tuition rate calculation, to increase fairness, accountability, and transparency 
  
EITC/OITC Programs 
The plan proposes lowering the maximum administrative set-aside from 20 percent to 5 percent for scholarship 
organizations participating in the EITC and OSTC, allowing up to an additional $41 million in scholarships for 
students without an increase in any taxpayer aid. Scholarship organizations will be required to report more 
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information on the students and families that receive scholarships and their educational outcomes. 
  
Minimum Wage 
The governor proposes increasing Pennsylvania’s minimum wage to $12 per hour effective July 1, 2022, with 
annual increases of $0.50 until the minimum wage reaches $15 per hour on July 1, 2028. 
 
See the PASA website for links to more information about the Governor’s proposal. 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Teachers of Color and Social-Emotional Learning – Teachers of color tend to bring specific practices and 
mindsets into the classroom that benefit all students, a new study finds—the latest addition to the body of 
research that emphasizes the importance of recruiting and retaining these teachers, who make up just 21 percent 
of the workforce. The new study reaffirms that teachers of color are linked to positive academic, social-emotional, 
and behavioral student outcomes and finds that these effects are driven, at least in part, by mindsets and practices 
aligned to what’s known as culturally responsive teaching. Read the rest of the story: “Teachers of Color Are 
Linked to Social-Emotional, Academic Gains for All Students” (from Education Week, 2/4/22). 
  
In Other Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
P-EBT and Virtual Learning – Enrolling one’s child in fully virtual instruction comes with some unexpected fine 
print. According to the Department of Agriculture (USDA), the agency tasked with administering P-EBT, when a 
child who normally attends a brick-and-mortar school has to switch to virtual learning because of a shutdown, or 
because they’re in quarantine, that child becomes eligible for P-EBT payments to cover missed school meals. The 
total value of those payments is based on the number of days a given student is absent from school for Covid-
related reasons multiplied by $7.10 per day. However, a child enrolled in a fully virtual school is not eligible for P-
EBT at all. This is because unlike brick-and-mortar schools, virtual schools would not have offered meals to 
enrolled students under non-pandemic circumstances, so they aren’t offering them during this chaotic time either. 
After all, they don’t have cafeterias, nutrition staff, or cooks, and the students are learning from home, so there’s 
nothing—by that logic—to reimburse families for anyway. The dilemma facing many families is one example of how 
Covid-19 relief rules can be at odds with the pandemic reality for struggling families, leading to vastly unequal 
levels of food access. Read the rest of the story: “Covid-19 Sent Many Children into Virtual Learning 
Programs. Their Families Didn’t Know It Could Cost Them Food Benefits.” (from The Counter, 1/20/22). 
  
Controversy over Funding in Education – With a single sentence tucked 15 pages into an otherwise dry budget 
report on the state Department of Education, an independent fiscal watchdog waded into a roiling and deeply 
politicized debate about the links between school funding and student performance. In a section of the report 
analyzing the relationship between Pennsylvania’s spending on public schools and students’ standardized test 
performances over the course of a single year, the state’s Independent Fiscal Office concluded: “the data suggests 
there is little or no correlation.” The question of what this actually means — and whether it should remain in the 
document — has sparked tensions within the board that holds hearings on such reports. To Democrats, the report’s 
language appears to echo arguments Republican legislative leaders have made in the ongoing, landmark trial over 
the way Pennsylvania pays for public schools. The fiscal office’s reports are usually uncontroversial and approved 
promptly. This time, a bipartisan majority of board members voted on Jan. 26 to table the report after state Rep. 
Matt Bradford (D., Montgomery), the chair, raised concerns about its assertions and methods. Read the rest of the 
story: “Budget Report on Pa. Education Agency Provokes Spat Between Lawmakers, Watchdogs” (from 
SpotlightPA, 2/14/22). 
  
Federal Budget Update – (from AASA) Last Tuesday, a bipartisan majority in the House passed a continuing 
resolution that will fund the government until March 11. Assuming the Senate passes it before current funding 
expires on February 18, this would give Congress three weeks to finalize a package of FY2022 funding bills. There 
are reports that congressional leaders have reached agreement on total funding levels, which is a prerequisite for 
then negotiating amounts for all programs. This is a positive sign that Congress will pass full FY22 appropriations 
and hopefully provide the increase education funding that was included in the original proposals of both 
chambers.    
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In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate stand in recess while hearings take place on the Governor’s 
proposed budget. 
  
Last Week’s Bill Action – 
  
* HB 232: School District Names; passed by the Senate unanimously as amended, and House concurred 
unanimously in Senate amendments. The bill would allow the school board of a school district of the third class 
located within the county of the fifth or sixth class to change the district’s name by a two-thirds vote. The bill 
pertains to two school districts only. 
  
* HB 1867: Purple Star School Program; passed the House unanimously. The bill establishes a Purple Star 
School Program in the Commonwealth of Pennsylvania that will recognize schools that provide strong services for 
educational transition issues of military families. Under the program, schools will be designated as Purple Star 
campuses if they demonstrate military-friendly practices and meet certain requirements such as: having a military 
liaison staff member; a webpage on the school’s website that includes resources for military students and families; 
and, professional development training opportunities for staff members on issues relating to military students.   
  
* HR 163: Training Mandates; adopted by the House unanimously. The resolution directs the Joint State 
Government Commission to establish an advisory committee to study all of the training mandates for public school 
educators in federal and state law or regulations; prepare an assessment of all training mandates in state law or 
regulations and identify any duplicate federal and state training mandates; evaluate any potential negative impacts 
of eliminating certain training mandates in state law or regulations; and include any recommendations relating to 
eliminating any training mandates in state law or regulations. The Commission would be required to issue a report 
of the advisory committee’s findings and recommendations to the House of Representatives no later than 18 
months from the adoption of the resolution. PASA will be represented on the advisory committee. 
  
* SB 478: No-Bid Contracts; reported to the House floor by the House Appropriations Committee. The bill 
authorizes political subdivisions and authorities to enter into contracts for services when two consecutive 
advertisements fail to induce bids. SB 478 had passed the Senate unanimously. 
  
* SB 1028: Purple Star Schools Designation; amended and approved by the Senate Veterans Affairs and 
Emergency Preparedness Committee. The bill would provide “Purple Star” recognition to schools that show 
compliance with Act 119 of 2018 by maintaining a website that includes resources for military-connected students 
and their families, designating a staff point of contact for these students, 
adopting a resolution showing support for them; recognizing the Month of the Military Child or Military Family Month 
with relevant events hosted by the campus, providing training to school staff to best equip them to support these 
families, and establishing a partnership with a military installation. The amendment extends the bill’s provisions to 
nonpublic schools. (The bill is similar to HB 1867, which passed the House unanimously last week.) 
  
State Budget Hearings – This week both the House and Senate appropriations committees begin hearings on 
Gov. Wolf’s proposed budget plan, including the following: 
Department of Revenue: House – Feb. 15, Senate – Feb. 22 
Independent Fiscal Office: House – Feb. 15, Senate – Feb. 22 
Department of Education: House – March 7, Senate – March 10 
Department of Health: House – March 3, Senate – March 9 
  
In State News… 
  
Charter School Regulations – Last week the Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) submitted its final-
form charter school regulations to the General Assembly and the Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
(IRRC) for immediate review. The regulations will assist charter schools by clarifying their responsibilities as 
taxpayer-funded public schools under the Charter School Law. 
  
“These regulations will promote transparency, equity, quality, and accountability in the implementation of the 
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Charter School Law,” said Secretary Ortega. “Charter schools are supported by commonwealth taxpayers, and 
these schools will receive nearly $3 billion in publicly paid tuition during the 2021-2022 school year. PDE has 
drafted these regulations to ensure that parents and taxpayers are fully aware of how these resources are being 
used.” 
  
The regulations clarify several elements of the state Charter School Law (CSL) as follows: 

• provide clear application requirements for entities seeking to open a charter school, regional charter school, 
and cyber charter school; 

• ensure that all Pennsylvania students are able to access charter schools; 
• clarify the ethics requirements for charter and cyber charter school trustees; 
• require school districts and charter schools to follow the same fiscal management and auditing standards; 
• streamline the process for charter schools to request tuition payments from school districts and the state; 

and 
• provide a consistent, common-sense method for charter schools to meet the employee health care 

requirements in state law. 
  
PDE began developing the regulations in August 2019. Nearly 2,000 comments from charter schools, school 
districts, professional organizations, lawmakers, and the public were considered as part of the process. 
  
Code of Ethics for Educators – The Department of Education’s Professional Standards and Practices 
Commission (PSPC) has published in The Pennsylvania Bulletin a Statement of Policy regarding A Model Code of 
Ethics For Educators (MCEE), which is useful to prepare educators to select the best course of action in ethical 
dilemmas in their practice, and to provide a basis for educator preparation, self-reflection, and self-accountability. 
Information on the educator ethics and conduct is available on the PDE website. 
    
Redistricting Update – The period for candidates and their supporters to circulate petitions to qualify for 
Pennsylvania’s May 17 primary election was put on temporary hold last Wednesday by the state Supreme Court. 
The justices issued an order that applies to all races — congressional and legislative contests, as well as U.S. 
Senate, governor and lieutenant governor. The three-week petition gathering period was set to kick off Tuesday 
and last for three weeks. Instead, the high court noted it was hearing oral argument on Feb. 18 in a case that will 
determine the lines of congressional districts. (from the AP, 2/9/22) 
  
In National News… 
  
Bipartisan Bill to Extend USDA Waiver Authority – (from AASA) On February 7, the bipartisan Keeping School 
Meals Flexible Act was introduced by Representatives Abigail Spanberger (D-VA), Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA), 
Suzanne Bonamici (D-OR) and John Katko (R-NY). The bill would extend USDA’s authority to establish, grant, or 
extend child nutrition waivers through the upcoming school year, ending on June 30, 2023. All 12 waivers currently 
in place and USDA’s waiver authority are set to expire on June 30, 2022. 
  
Efforts to Ban Classroom Topics and Library Books – 
  
* Across the Nation: Republicans this year have drastically broadened their legislative efforts to censor what’s 
taught in the classroom, according to an Education Week analysis of active state bills. What started in early 2021 
as a conservative effort to prohibit teachers from talking about diversity and inequality in so-called “divisive” ways or 
taking sides on “controversial” issues has now expanded to include proposed restrictions on teaching that the 
United States is a racist country, that certain economic or political systems are racist, or that multiple gender 
identities exist, according to an Education Week analysis of 61 new bills and other state-level actions. In at least 10 
states [including Pennsylvania], legislators have proposed bills that would require administrators to list every 
book, reading, and activity that teachers use in their lessons, a process that educators argue would be 
cumbersome and expensive. Some of these bills also require districts to give parents prior right of review for new 
curriculum adoptions or library additions. Read the rest of the story: “Here’s the Long List of Topics Republicans 
Want Banned From the Classroom” (from Education Week, 2/2/22). 
  
* Tennessee – Parent Oversight of Library Books: Less than a week after a local Tennessee school board 
attracted national attention for banning a Pulitzer Prize-winning graphic novel about the Holocaust, Gov. Bill Lee 
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went public with a push for more scrutiny of school libraries so students consume “age appropriate” content. “We 
are proposing a new law that will ensure parents know what materials are available to students in their libraries,” 
Lee said during his annual address to the Republican-controlled Legislature. “This law will also create greater 
accountability at the local level so parents are empowered to make sure content is age-appropriate.” The 
Republican’s remarks echo sentiments of conservative officials across the country who are increasingly 
attempting to limit the exposure of children to certain books, particularly those that touch on structural racism and 
LGBTQ issues. Read the rest of the story: “Tennessee’s Governor, GOP Push for More Scrutiny of School 
Libraries” (from Education Week, 2/7/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
Feb. 15………Superintendent Webinar: Managing Social Media 
Feb. 17-19…..AASA National Conference on Education (Nashville) 
Feb. 21………PASA office closed 
March 2………Superintendent Forum/Book Study Session 2 
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