
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Masking Updates –  
  
* New CDC Guidance: Most people in the United States live in areas where those who are healthy do not need to 
wear masks indoors, according to new US Centers for Disease Control and Prevention guidance -- a sweeping 
change from what earlier Covid-19 metrics recommended. New CDC metrics indicate that about 28% of people in 
the United States live in a county where they need to wear masks indoors. Previously, CDC pointed to levels of 
coronavirus transmission within communities as a key metric for restrictions and recommended that people in areas 
with high or substantial levels of transmission -- about 99% of the population -- should wear masks indoors. Now, 
the CDC's "Covid-19 community level" metrics are based on three pieces of data in a community: new Covid-19 
hospitalizations, hospital capacity and new Covid-19 cases. The CDC's website includes a list of US counties and 
their current Covid-19 levels. Under the updated guidance, more than 70% of the US population is in a location with 
low or medium Covid-19 community levels. For those areas, there is no recommendation for indoor masking unless 
you are at potential "increased risk" for Covid-19 and if so, the CDC recommends to talk to your health care 
provider about wearing a mask. Read the rest of the story: “New CDC Covid-19 Metrics Drop Strong Mask 
Recommendations for Most of the Country” (from CNN, 2/25/22). 
  
* Guidance for Schools Regarding the New CDC Update: (from AASA) Notable to the guidance, schools are no 
longer considered in a unique category when it comes to masking recommendations. That is, under the new 
guidelines, universal masking in schools is now only recommended in areas with a high level (as summarized 
above). The other big point of information is specific to masking on buses. In the revised guidance, CDC clarifies 
that the TSA mask mandate for public transportation does not apply to public or private schools, including early 
care and education/child care programs. CDC is making this change to  align with updated guidance that no 
longer recommends universal indoor mask wearing in K-12 schools and early education settings in areas with a 
low or medium COVID-19 Community Level. School systems at their discretion may choose to require that 
people wear masks on buses or vans. 
  
* Surety Bonds and the Campaign against Wearing Masks: A convoluted and factually shaky online campaign 
is spurring conservative activists and some parents to use obscure legal mechanisms to intimidate school districts 
into striking mask and vaccine requirements — even in in districts where those policies aren’t in place. In recent 
weeks, people have showed up to school board meetings in at least 10 states demanding, sometimes at the top of 
their lungs, financial documents that some districts don’t even have. Here’s a representative example. A parent 
recently showed up to a school board meeting for the 1,600-student Gladwin district in Michigan with an odd 
request: Show me your surety bond so I can file a claim against it that you’re violating students’ constitutional rights 
by requiring masks. Requests like that have been cropping up in districts across the country. In some cases, 
they’ve followed up those announcements with detailed open records requests, which sometimes run several 
pages long. Many of these efforts appear to be inspired by a website, Bonds for the Win, that has surfaced in 
recent weeks urging parents to storm school board meetings with requests for surety bonds and liability insurance 
policies. Read the rest of the story: “Mask-Mandate Opponents Are Bombarding Districts with Insurance 
Requests. Here’s Why” (from Education Week, 2/18/22). 
  
Children and the COVID Vaccine – The U.S. Food and Drug Administration has canceled a meeting of its vaccine 
advisory committee, which was scheduled for this week. The panel of independent experts was going to consider 
whether to recommend emergency use authorization for the COVID-19 vaccine developed by Pfizer and BioNTech 
for children under 5. This effectively puts the federal review process on the safety and efficacy of the vaccine 
among young children on hold for at least another month. The FDA says it will now wait for more data from Pfizer 
and BioNTech on how well a third dose of the vaccine works in children 6-months through 4-years-old. Data, so far, 
show that while a two-dose regimen of the vaccine is safe in this age group, it was not effective at creating enough 
of an immune response. (from Education Week, 2/14/22) 
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Social Emotional Learning – 
  
* Confusion over SEL: Social and emotional learning isn’t a new concept According to the Social Emotional 
Learning Alliance for the United States (SEL4US), it’s a practice that helps kids and adults learn and apply the skills 
necessary to develop healthy identities, manage emotions, set and achieve goals, feel and show empathy, 
establish strong relationship skills, and make responsible decisions. Over the last two years, the concept has seen 
a spike in popularity as way to help students deal with mental-health challenges exacerbated by the pandemic. But 
schools have seen a backlash against SEL in recent months. Some experts say the use of jargon and the lack of a 
specific explanation of SEL’s content and purpose is one reason for parent anger and misunderstanding. An August 
2021 study on parents’ perceptions of social and emotional learning by the Fordham Institute found that while 
parents on both sides of the political divide want their children to learn SEL-related skills, such as goal setting and 
understanding differences, the term itself is divisive. Parents surveyed for the study also didn’t respond well to 
abstract terms like “whole child development” and “soft skills.” The authors of the report argue that if policymakers 
and educators use simple language and describe the specific skills that make up SEL, rather than focusing on 
abstract ideas, a majority of parents will support it. Read the rest of the story: “Jargon May Have Turned Parents 
against Social and Emotional Learning” (from The Hechinger Report, 2/17/22). 
  
* Survey on Social Skills and Emotional Maturity Levels: In a national survey of educators administered by the 
EdWeek Research Center in January, 39 percent of respondents said that “compared to prior to the pandemic in 
2019, the social skills and emotional maturity levels” of their current students are “much less advanced.” Forty-one 
percent said their students’ were “somewhat less advanced” in those areas, and 16 percent said they were “about 
the same” as their pre-pandemic peers. The data come as states and school districts continue to design and adapt 
recovery plans, many of which place a heavy emphasis on helping students with mental health, emotional stability, 
and regaining a sense of normalcy. But they face hurdles: schools have struggled to attract and retain staff in all 
areas, including counselors and social workers; the evolving nature of the pandemic has stressed employees, too; 
and children respond to the stress of adults around them. Read the rest of the story: “Educators See Gaps in 
Kids’ Emotional Growth Due to Pandemic” (from Education Week, 2/24/22). 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
New School Property Tax Elimination Plan – A state lawmaker has come up with a revised version of a plan he 
first introduced three years ago that would not only eliminate school property taxes but would make it illegal for a 
Pennsylvania school district to impose one. Of course, the plan calls for some tax shifting to generate the $16 
billion needed to replace the lost property tax revenue for schools. It also includes new taxes on certain retirement 
income and food and clothing. Rep. Frank Ryan, R-Lebanon County, on Thursday unveiled his a 314-page House 
Bill 13 that is the product of five years of work and pulls in the expertise of a bipartisan working group of property 
tax elimination advocates. “Everybody wants to get rid of property taxes as long as the other person is the one who 
is going to pay the replacement tax,” Ryan said at a Capitol news conference flanked by members of his working 
group. “It is clear that any solution will require sacrifice on the part of all Pennsylvanians.” Read the rest of the 
story: “Pa. Lawmaker Introduces Property Tax Elimination Plan That Would Hike Retirement, Sales, Income 
Tax Levels” (from pennlive.com, 1/25/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate stand in recess while hearings take place on the Governor’s 
proposed budget. 
  
Bill Signed into Law – Gov. Wolf this month signed into law HB 232, now Act 11 of 2022. The bill act will allow the 
school board of a school district of the third class located within the county of the fifth or sixth class to change the 
district’s name by a two-thirds vote. The bill pertains to two school districts only. 
  
Committee Calendar – 
  
Thursday, March 3 
House Appropriations Committee 
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Budget hearing – Department of Health 
  
Monday, March 7 
House Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Education (a.m. and p.m.) 
  
Tuesday, March 8 
House Democratic Policy Committee 
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes 
  
Wednesday, March 9 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Health 
  
Thursday, March 10 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Education 
  
Tuesday, March 22 
House Education Committee 
9:30 a.m. – Room 140, Main Capitol 
public hearing on the cyber charter school application and renewal process 
  
In State News… 
  
Redistricting Update – The state Supreme Court last week ordered 4-3 that a congressional map backed by the 
National Redistricting Action Fund be adopted as soon as possible. The NRAF asked judges to pick the map when 
it appeared Gov. Tom Wolf, a Democrat, and the Republican-controlled General Assembly would not agree on a 
proposal.  A lower court judge had advised the Supreme Court to pick the Legislative GOP’s map, arguing the 
vetoed proposal was closest to “will of the people.” In oral arguments, the justices did not appear convinced by that 
argument. Pennsylvania is losing one congressional seat this year due to lagging population growth. The decision 
allows congressional and statewide candidates to start collecting signatures to get on the primary ballot now 
through March 15. The primary election will still be held on May 17. (from penncapital-star, 2/23/22). 
  
Also, the Pennsylvania Supreme court denied the House leader’s petition Friday to use the current state maps for 
the PA House and Senate in 2022. The court did not issue an explanation of their decision.  A final decision on the 
legislative district map is pending, as House Republican leaders continue to challenge the constitutionality of the 
proposed map, which was approved by the 2021 Pennsylvania Legislative Reapportionment Commission on 
February 4 by a 4-1 vote. 
  
Release of 2021 Test Scores – After months of waiting, the Pennsylvania Department of Education plans to 
release the 2021 state assessment results this week that are hoped will shine a light on the impact of the COVID-
19 pandemic on students’ learning loss. In a letter sent last Wednesday responding to lawmakers’ call for the 
scores’ release, Education Secretary Noe Ortega announced the scores will be published on Future Ready 
PA Index and the department’s website tomorrow (Tuesday, March 1). He said school leaders were getting a 
preview of the results between last Thursday and today (Monday), which in the past has led to some districts 
releasing their own scores early. (from The Patriot-News, 2/23/22) 
  
New PIAA Championship Site – The PIAA sent shockwaves throughout the Pennsylvania high school sports 
world last Wednesday when it made the decision to move a few fall sports championships, including football, to a 
different site for the first time in nearly a quarter century. At its monthly meeting, the PIAA’s Board of Directors 
voted to move its PIAA football championships to Cumberland Valley High School for 2022, 2023, 2024 and 2025. 
The PIAA’s soccer, volleyball and field hockey championships will also be played at Cumberland Valley for the next 
four years. This fall will mark the first time since 1998 that the state’s football championships will not be played at 
Hersheypark Stadium in Hershey. Read the rest of the story: “PIAA's Board of Directors Votes To Move State 
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Football Championships to Cumberland Valley” (from pennlive.com, 2/23/22). 
  
In National News… 
  
USDA Waiver: Call To Action – (from AASA) Early in the pandemic, Congress gave the USDA the authority to 
issue child nutrition waivers so that schools and local organizations could adapt their meal programs and provide 
meals to children in ways that work best for their communities. However, USDA’s waiver authority is currently set to 
expire on June 30, meaning it will not be able to renew any of the existing waivers for the summer or SY22-23. 
Congress must extend this authority to maintain the critical flexibilities that districts need to ensure children still 
have access to school meals and to address the ongoing challenges caused by the supply chain disruptions. Find 
out how you can contact your representatives on The Leading Edge blog and take action on this important issue.   
  
FYI: Stress Management Webinar… 
  
The PA Principals Association and Campus Outreach Services have partnered to offer three individual sessions led 
by expert presenters on how to effectively handle and manage stress and anxiety. The three-series 
workshop, “The Balancing Act: Managing Stress & Anxiety,” is being offered in three, 30-minute blocks to 
ensure participants have time to practice the many ideas and methods presented. Session 1 was held on January 
10 and Session 2 was held on February 15. The final session will be offered on Monday, March 14 at 4:30 
p.m.  Click here for details. 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
March 2.…Superintendent Forum/Book Study Session 2 
March 3.…Women’s Caucus Board meeting (virtual) 
March 7….Innovative Teaching & Learning Committee meeting (virtual) 
March 9.…Webinar: Education in a New Era #7 
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