
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Shortage of School Counselors, Psychologists – The mental health and well-being of children and teenagers 
have been driven to a breaking point nationwide by the pandemic and the isolation, disruption, fear, and grief it has 
brought with it. At the same time, many K-12 schools across the country lack enough school psychologists and 
counselors to respond to the mounting mental health needs of their students. Nearly 40 percent of all school 
districts nationally, enrolling 5.4 million students, did not have a school psychologist in the first full year of the 
pandemic, according to an Education Week analysis of the most recent federal data. Just 8 percent of districts met 
the National Association of School Psychologists’ recommended ratio of one school psychologist to 500 students. 
While most districts did have a school counselor in the 2020-21 school year, only 14 percent met the ratio of one 
school counselor to 250 students recommended by the American School Counselor Association. Read the rest of 
the story: “School Counselors and Psychologists Remain Scarce Even as Needs Rise” (from Education 
Week, 3/1/22). 
  
School Staff Mental Health – Student mental health is at the forefront of educators’ minds these days after two 
years of pandemic-driven stress and disruption—but district leaders forget about the adults in the school building at 
their own peril, experts say. About 1 in 4 teachers said they were experiencing symptoms of depression in an 
early 2021 survey by the RAND Corp., a research group and think tank. In a separate survey, RAND also found 
that most secondary school principals were experiencing frequent job-related stress—and one of their big 
stressors was supporting teachers’ mental health and well-being. Left unaddressed, that stress could lead to a 
massive exodus of educators. Despite that, only a third of district and school leaders said they have made 
counselors or mental health services available to staff since the start of the pandemic or added to the mental health 
services already offered, according to a nationally representative EdWeek Research Center survey of nearly 900 
educators conducted in January and February. Read the rest of the story: “Don’t Forget the Adults: How 
Schools and Districts Can Support Educator Mental Health” (from Education Week, 3/1/22). 
  
Masks in Schools – 
  
* Anti-Masking Lawsuits Dismissed: The Third U.S. Circuit Court of Appeals last Tuesday dismissed as moot two 
lawsuits against local school districts over mask mandates. The court said in its order that the complaints against 
the Upper St. Clair and North Allegheny school districts no longer present a controversy because Allegheny County 
isn’t deemed to be in the “high” risk category of covid-19 transmission, according to the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention’s revised guidelines issued last week. The plaintiffs were seeking an order requiring masks in 
schools after the boards in both districts made masking optional. The two cases were before two different judges in 
the Western District of Pennsylvania, and they got conflicting results. (from The Tribune Review, 3/2/22). 
  
* Mask Wearing on School Buses: The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) on Feb. 25 revised its 
guidelines for wearing masks while on transportation for schools. It no longer requires the wearing of masks on 
buses or vans operated by public or private school systems, including early care and education/child care 
programs, in areas with a low or medium COVID-19 community level. The federal mandate on mask wearing in 
other areas of public transportation, such as buses, trains and planes, is still in effect until at least March 18. 
(from timesonline.com, 3/3/22) 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
General Fund Revenue – Pennsylvania collected $2.4 billion in General Fund revenue in February, which was 
$155.7 million, or 6.8 percent, more than anticipated. Fiscal year-to-date General Fund collections total $28.6 
billion, which is $2.0 billion, or 7.5 percent, above estimate. (from the PA Department of Revenue, 3/1/22) 
  
In Legislative News… 
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Session Update – Both the House and Senate remain in recess while hearings continue on the Governor’s 
proposed budget. 
  
Committee Calendar – 
  
Monday, March 7 
House Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Education (a.m. and p.m.) 
  
Wednesday, March 9 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Health 
  
Thursday, March 10 
House Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Budget Secretary/Governor’s Executive Offices 
Senate Appropriations Committee 
Budget hearing – Department of Education 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
To consider the following regulation: 
* Reg. No. 3283 Department of Education #6-346: Certification of Professional Personnel 
  
Tuesday, March 15 
House Education Committee 
10:00 a.m. – Room 140, Main Capitol 
Public hearing on Pennsylvania’s teacher shortage 
  
Monday, March 21 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
To consider the following regulation: 
* Reg. No. 3315 Department of Education #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools 
 
Tuesday, March 22 
House Education Committee 
9:30 a.m. – Room 140, Main Capitol 
public hearing on the cyber charter school application and renewal process 
  
Monday, April 4 
House Democratic Policy Committee 
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes 
  
In State News… 
  
Release of 2021 Test Scores – The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) last Friday released 
results from the 2020-2021 school year administration of federally required state-level assessments: the 
Pennsylvania System of School Assessment (PSSA), Keystone Exams, and the Pennsylvania Alternate System of 
Assessment (PASA). 
  
“Historically, standardized assessment results have been an important part of understanding school performance 
and our work to close achievement and opportunity gaps. But this year’s results are anything but standard. We 
recognize that the global COVID-19 pandemic brought tremendous challenges to the school year, impacting 
students, teachers and staff alike, as we worked to protect the public health and safety of everyone in our 
classrooms,” said PDE Deputy Secretary for Elementary and Secondary Education Sherri Smith. “As Pennsylvania 
reports this federally required data, it urges caution in interpreting results given the unique learning conditions over 
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the past few years.” 
  
Pennsylvania, like many states across the nation, afforded school entities the option to administer assessments at 
any time between the traditional spring window and the following fall to allow for flexibility as schools navigated the 
COVID-19 pandemic. Pennsylvania will not be using the test results for evaluations. According to the PDE, the 
variability in testing periods, sharply reduced student participation rates, and other factors make comparisons 
between school entities and across school years improper. 
  
“Given these circumstances, the results should not be viewed as a complete, representative sample of all students 
in the commonwealth, nor should a single assessment during an atypical school year be considered a true metric of 
student performance,” Smith said. "We will continue to work closely with schools to assist in the planning and 
implementation of evidence-based programs.” 
  
In National News… 
  
Supreme Court Nomination – President Joe Biden last month named federal appeals court Judge Ketanji Brown 
Jackson, a daughter of public school teachers who has ruled on education-related cases as a federal judge, as his 
pick to replace the retiring Justice Stephen G. Breyer on the U.S. Supreme Court. Jackson, 51, would be the first 
Black woman to serve on the court if confirmed. She has been a judge on the U.S. Court of Appeals for District of 
Columbia Circuit since 2021. A former law clerk to Breyer and assistant federal public defender, she became a 
federal district judge in Washington in 2013, where she ruled on some routine special education cases and handled 
a few higher-profile school cases, over teacher layoffs, federal funding of pregnancy prevention programs in 
schools, and higher education rules of the U.S. Department of Education. Like Breyer, Jackson’s father was a 
school district lawyer. (from Education Week, 2/25/22) 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
March 7.…. Innovative Teaching & Learning Committee meeting (virtual) 
March 9..… Webinar: Education in a New Era #7 
March 21… Legislative Committee meeting (virtual) 
March 24… ‘Now What?’ Webinar 


