
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Op-Ed on Student & School Pandemic Recovery – In an op-ed published in the Patriot-News on March 13, 
PASA Executive Director Dr. Mark DiRocco called for a deeper state commitment to providing adequate financial 
resources for Pennsylvania’s public schools. 
  
“Pennsylvania ranks 45th in state share of education funding meaning that school districts must generate dollars 
locally, mainly through property taxes, to fund their students’ educations,” he said. 
  
DiRocco also noted the impact of the pandemic on students and the need for an increased investment to support 
student progress and well-being.  “Getting students back on track will require a concerted effort and the 
commitment of additional resources,” he said. “Many will need focused attention from their teachers and more 
diagnostic testing to track their progress, as well as academic interventions like tutoring or time with reading, math, 
or other specialists. Some may need additional social and emotional support from counselors and social workers. 
This is not a temporary setback that one-time federal recovery dollars can alleviate. The problem is that schools are 
not only helping their students find their way back from the pandemic, but many are also trying to dig out from years 
of underfunding from the state that goes back for decades.” 
  
Click here to read the op-ed. 
  
Impact of School Masks – Mask requirements still offer one of the strongest tools to prevent COVID-19 outbreaks 
in schools, say new studies. The findings come from the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention and from a 
nationwide study published this morning in the journal Pediatrics. They land as the latest pandemic wave recedes, 
federal masking guidelines begin to relax, and education leaders work toward more flexible approaches to masking 
for staff and students. But the data offer the strongest evidence to date on the effectiveness of masking in curbing 
COVID spread in schools, regardless of whether or not students are vaccinated. Read the rest of the story: “Mask 
Mandates Cut COVID-19 Spread in Schools, Studies Find” (from Education Week, 3/9/22). 
  
Factors Influencing Student Achievement in the Pandemic – The past two years of the pandemic have brought 
an unrelenting stream of disruptions to regular schooling: building closures, quarantines, staff shortages. 
And study after study has shown that COVID-19 has slowed student achievement. But a new analysis of student 
test data challenges the idea that remote learning alone caused the dips in academic progress, and suggests that 
other factors—beyond whether students were learning in-person or not—mattered more for kids’ growth during the 
2020-21 school year. The new study is from Curriculum Associates, a curriculum and assessment company. The 
analysis examines data from students who took the company’s diagnostic test, i-Ready, in reading and math. When 
Curriculum Associates dug into student groups further, other patterns emerged. Students who were further behind 
at the beginning of the 2020-21 school year had smaller academic gains than their peers. Among these students 
who were further behind, those in schools with mostly students of color and high percentages of low-income 
families made the least progress. Read the rest of the story: “What’s Behind the COVID Academic Slide? Some 
Things Mattered More Than Remote Learning” (from Education Week, 3/8/22). 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
IFO Education Performance-Based Budget Report – Last week the Performance-Based Budget Board (PBBB) 
held a public hearing to consider the Independent Fiscal Office's (IFO) initial review of the Department of Education 
(PDE). Statements in the preliminary report were taken by some as confirming that funding does not affect 
education outcomes. Following a discussion on the availability of data, the need to included weighted student 
measures in the evaluation, and the need for a longitudinal analysis, Rep. Matt Bradford (D-Montgomery), who sits 
on the five-member board, motioned to amend and resubmit the 2022 IFO performance-based budget review of 
PDE by May 16, 2022, with recommendations provided. The motion was unanimously approved. 
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School Funding Trial – Closing arguments were presented last week in Commonwealth Court in the months-long 
trial over public school funding in Pennsylvania and whether state spending is inadequate and inequitable. A final 
ruling isn’t expected until at least summer as additional briefs followed by oral arguments are scheduled into early 
July. Depending on the outcome, an appeal is anticipated from either side, extending potential resolution in a case 
first filed in 2014. 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate continue in recess while hearings begin on the Governor’s 
proposed budget and agency policies begin to wrap up. 
  
Last Week – Last week the Independent Regulatory Review Commission unanimously approved the Department 
of Education’s Final Form Regulation concerning Certification of Professional Personnel. The regulation aligns 
existing provisions with statutory changes to the Public School Code and establishes new training requirements 
related to culturally responsive and sustaining education, structured literacy and professional ethics. 
  
Committee Calendar – 
  
Tuesday, March 15 
  
House Education Committee 
9:30 a.m., Room 140, Main Capitol 
Voting meeting on whether a letter should be sent to notify PDE and IRRC of the committee's intent to review 
and/or disapprove final form regulation #6-349 (final-form regulation concerning accountability and transparency in 
charter and cyber charter schools) 
  
House Education Committee 
10:00 a.m. – Room 140, Main Capitol 
Public hearing on Pennsylvania’s teacher shortage 
(Dr. John Bell, PASA President-Elect/Secretary, will testify at the hearing.) 
  
Monday, March 21 
  
Independent Regulatory Review Commission 
To consider the following regulation: 
* Reg. No. 3315 Department of Education #6-349: Charter Schools and Cyber Charter Schools 
  
Tuesday, March 22 
  
House Education Committee 
9:30 a.m. – Room 140, Main Capitol 
public hearing on the cyber charter school application and renewal process 
  
Monday, April 4 
  
House Democratic Policy Committee 
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes 
  
In State News… 
  
Redistricting Update – The U.S. Supreme Court last week turned away efforts from Republicans in North Carolina 
and Pennsylvania to block state court-ordered congressional districting plans. In separate orders, the justices are 
allowing maps selected by each state’s Supreme Court to be in effect for the 2022 elections. Lawsuits are 
continuing in both states, but the Supreme Court signaled in its orders that this year’s elections for Congress in 
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North Carolina and Pennsylvania would take place under the maps approved by the states’ top courts. (from the 
AP, 3/7/22) 
  
Jury Decision in Superintendent’s Lawsuit – A federal jury has ordered West Mifflin School District to pay nearly 
$3 million to former Superintendent Daniel Castagna in connection with his 2019 firing. The jury ruled in favor of 
Castagna, now acting superintendent at Woodland Hills, on all but one of the claims he laid out against the district 
in a lawsuit filed in 2019 and awarded damages worth $2.95 million. Jurors found the district guilty of violating 
Castagna’s First Amendments rights of political affiliation and free speech, violating the Pennsylvania 
Whistleblower Law and breaching its contract with Castagna. Read the rest of the story: “Jury Orders West Mifflin 
School District To Pay $2.9M to Former Superintendent” (from The Tribune-Review, 3/7/22). 
  
In National News… 
  
Federal Budget – (from AASA) Last week Congress passed a FY22 spending package totaling $1.5 trillion. 
Notably absent in the bill is an extension for the school nutrition waivers, meaning the current waivers will expire on 
June 30. Additionally, the IDEA funding level is a cut in comparison to current ARP levels ($2 B below current ARP 
levels). Title I is funded at $17.5 b ($1 B increase over FY21, but below the $20 B increase proposed by the 
President and the House, and the $16.5 B increase in the Senate). Read AASA’s full breakdown of and response to 
the bill here.   
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
March 21… Legislative Committee meeting (virtual) 
March 24… ‘Now What?’ Webinar 
March 26… Supt. Letter Exam Prep Session 
March 28… PASA Leadership Forum with Michael Fullan 
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