
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
CDC Recommendations, Schools and Children with Disabilities (from AASA) – Last week U.S. Secretary 
Miguel Cardona wrote a letter to educators and parents regarding new CDC recommendations and the 
recommendations’ impact on children with disabilities. The letter addresses the needs of students with disabilities 
as the country moves into a new phase in our response to the pandemic. The letter addresses the CDC’s February 
2022 framework for identifying COVID-19 Community Levels (updated on March 24) and encourages schools 
to lead with equity and inclusion to ensure all students have access to in-person learning alongside their peers. 
 
The letter states that to comply with their Federal non-discrimination obligations under Section 504, school districts 
must make reasonable modifications when necessary to ensure equal access for their students with 
disabilities, absent a showing that the modifications would constitute a fundamental alteration or undue 
administrative burden to the program. In addition, if a parent or other member of the IEP or Section 504 team 
believes that particular COVID-19 prevention strategies are necessary for the provision of FAPE to the student, the 
team must consider whether, and to what extent, such measures are necessary, based on student-specific 
information, which may include medical or health records, diagnostic or other evaluative data, or information 
documented by medical or health professionals. If the IEP or Section 504 team determines that COVID-19 
prevention and risk reduction measures are necessary in order for a student with a disability to receive FAPE – 
where the prevention measures constitute special education, related services, supplementary aids and services 
under IDEA, related aids and services under Section 504, or program modifications and supports for school 
personnel – the team must include these in the child’s IEP or Section 504 Plan.  
  
Furthermore, the letter states that federal civil rights laws “stipulate that schools must consider the health and 
safety needs of their students in order to safely attend in-person. This includes expectations around masking in 
schools on a case-by-case basis in order to comply with schools’ obligation to make reasonable modifications for 
particular students with disabilities under federal law.” 
 
In adopting practical, layered strategies to serve all students, schools must refrain from placing all students with 
disabilities, or all students with disabilities at high risk of severe outcomes from COVID-19, in a segregated setting 
away from their peers without disabilities as the only means to deliver FAPE safely. However, schools may 
consider whether providing smaller cohorts of group instruction with peers without disabilities can minimize a 
student’s health risks while maintaining the obligation to provide FAPE in the LRE based on the individual needs of 
the student with a disability. Similarly, schools should be cautious about singling out or identifying students with 
disabilities as the cause of any perceived burden to avoid stigma and the risk of bullying and must take steps to 
address any bullying that does occur. 
  
From AASA: Behavioral Health Services – On March 24, U.S. Secretaries Cardona and Becerra sent a letter to 
Governors formally describing a new effort by both agencies to work together to develop and align resources to 
ensure children have the physical and behavioral health services and supports that they need to build resilience 
and thrive. Specifically, in the coming months, the Departments plan to provide additional technical assistance, 
resources and support that will (1) provide guidance on the federal funding available for school-based physical and 
behavioral health services, including how Medicaid can support the delivery of these services; (2) help reduce 
federal administrative burden for states and localities, including local educational agencies, and barriers to the 
provision of school-based physical and behavioral health services; and (3) improve and strengthen access to 
physical and behavioral health services. For several years, AASA has focused on improving coordination between 
HHS and ED. This letter to Governors is in direct response to much of AASA’s advocacy. In particular, the specific 
mention of reducing the administrative on districts in meeting Medicaid is of particular significance as this was one 
of AASA’s leading recommendations to the Biden Administration before they took office. 
  
Clean Air in Buildings Challenge – Last week the EPA released the “Clean Air in Buildings Challenge,” a call 
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to action and a set of guiding principles and best practices to assist building owners and operators with reducing 
risks from airborne viruses and other contaminants indoors. The Clean Air in Buildings Challenge highlights a range 
of recommendations and resources available for improving ventilation and indoor air quality, which can help to 
better protect the health of building occupants and reduce the risk of COVID-19 spread. Key actions outlined in the 
Clean Air in Buildings Challenge include creating a clean indoor air action plan, optimizing fresh air ventilation, 
enhancing air filtration and cleaning, and conducting community engagement, communication and education. 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
School District Audits – About 40 employees who handle school audits at the state Department of Auditor 
General’s office were told Wednesday their jobs are being eliminated on April 22. The auditor general is transferring 
the responsibility for conducting these audits back to the state Department of Education where it rested until about 
30 years ago. Department officials attributed the years of budget cuts that took its funding back to 1997 levels with 
less than half the staff as it had back then as the driving factors behind this decision. In 2013, the school audit 
bureau alone had 120 auditors, or about three times the number it has today. Read the rest of the story: “Pa. 
Auditor General To Close School Audit Bureau, Says It’s a Way to ‘Maximize Our Resources’” (from The 
Patriot-News, 4/24/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – The House is scheduled to be in voting session Tuesday and Wednesday this week and the 
Senate only on Wednesday. For that reason, the schedule of bills that the respective appropriations committees 
could move to the House or Senate floor for consideration this week has not yet been released. However, the 
House Education Committee is scheduled to consider a voucher bill tomorrow. (See below.) 
  
Charter School Regulations – Last Monday the Independent Regulatory Review Commission voted 3-2 to 
approve Regulation #6-349, a final-form regulation developed by the PDE concerning accountability and 
transparency in charter and cyber charter schools. Both Republican appointees on the commission voted to 
disapprove the regulation. 
  
The regulations: 
*provide clear application requirements for entities seeking to open a charter school, regional charter school, and 
cyber charter school; 
*ensure that all Pennsylvania students are able to access charter schools; 
*clarify the ethics requirements for charter and cyber charter school trustees; 
*require school districts and charter schools to follow the same fiscal management and auditing standards; 
*streamline the process for charter schools to request tuition payments from school districts and the state; and 
*provide a consistent, common-sense method for charter schools to meet the employee health care requirements in 
state law. 
  
“These regulations are a vital step in clarifying charter schools’ responsibilities to the taxpayers who fund them,” 
Governor Wolf said. “We were forced to take this path when the Legislature refused to act on our comprehensive 
reform package. Charter schools received nearly $3 billion in publicly paid tuition this school year. Parents and 
taxpayers have a right to know how those resources are being used.” 
  
PASA supported the regulation as a first step in meaningful charter school law reform and provided comments in 
support during the March 28 meeting. 
 
Committee Calendar –  
  
Monday, March 28 
House Republican Policy Committee 
2:00 p.m., Room 140, Main Capitol 
Public hearing on cybersecurity in Pennsylvania 
  
Tuesday, March 29 
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House Education Committee 
9:30 a.m., Room 515, Irvis Office Building 
To consider the following bills: 
* HB 972: Transgender Students and Sports. The bill, named the “Fairness in Women’s Sports Act,” would 
prohibit students who are “biologically male” from participating on scholastic or interscholastic athletic teams or 
sports designated for females, women or girls, provides for legal recourse for students who has been “deprived of 
an opportunity” due to a violation of the prohibition, and provides legal protections for school entities complying with 
the act. 
* HB 2169: Voucher Program. The bill establishes the “Lifeline Scholarship” to give parents of special needs 
students and parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the attendance areas of the lowest-achieving 
public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an “alternative academic setting.”  The bill calculates the voucher 
by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a school district, including property tax relief money 
and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s average daily membership (ADM) to calculate the 
base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, the base voucher amount would then be multiplied by the 
appropriate weights in the special education funding formula – depending on the severity of a student’s disability. 
Based on this formula, some districts would have exceptionally large amounts of their subsidies dedicated to 
vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the program would be requiring the Auditor General to conduct 
random audits of the scholarship program each year.  There would be no requirement for annual audits or reporting 
by all recipients or receiving entities. PASA strongly opposes the bill as yet another attempt to create the 
beginnings of an unconstitutional, unaccountable statewide voucher program that would drain money from 
the school districts that need it most and allow public tax dollars to be transferred to private and religious 
schools. PASA is stating opposition to the bill to both the committee and the full House through the statewide 
coalition Pennsylvanians Opposed to Vouchers. 
  
House State Government Committee 
(to meet at the call of the Chair) 
To consider: 
* HB 2447: Divestiture of Public Funds. The bill would divest the Commonwealth’s holdings in the State Treasury 
and pension funds (including both PSERS and SERS) from investments that are connected to the Russian 
government and its critical supporters. The bill would expand upon Act 44 of 2010’s divestiture of the State 
Treasury and pension funds from investments related to Iran and Sudan. 
  
Monday, April 4 
  
House Democratic Policy Committee 
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes 
  
Tuesday, April 5 
  
House Democratic Policy Committee 
3:00 p.m., Philadelphia SD 
public hearing on Toxic Schools II 
  
House State Government Subcommittee on Public Pensions, Benefits and Risk Management 
1:00 p.m., Room G50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on testimony from SERS, PSERS and Funston Advisory Services, LLC 
  
In State News… 
  
Elevating Student Voice – The Pennsylvania Department of Education (PDE) last week announced that Students 
for Education in Pennsylvania (SEPA), a group created by student representatives of the state Board of Education, 
is seeking dedicated, passionate high school students to help elevate student voices across the commonwealth. 
SEPA was created out of a shared passion for a broader and more diverse student representative network. As a 
complement to PDE’s mission, SEPA aims to establish an ongoing relationship with dedicated students throughout 
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the commonwealth to more effectively represent student voice in Pennsylvania’s educational policymaking. 
  
To accomplish their mission, student representatives to the Pennsylvania Board of Education, Senior Student 
Member Eva Rankin and Junior Student Member Reva Gandhi, asked stakeholders across the commonwealth to 
nominate two to three dedicated, passionate high school students to contribute their unique voice to the 
Pennsylvania Student Representative Program, which comprises geographically based groups that will meet on a 
regular basis to discuss education and student life. 
  
In 2021, the Board student representatives conducted several regional meetings to gauge concerns and interests of 
students. Common findings from these meetings included a desire for more student voice and choice in curriculum, 
providing more global perspective on historical events and issues, an urge for better representation of cultures and 
religions in the classroom, mixed responses to standardized testing, and concerns about mental health and closing 
the educational gap caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. 
  
Each year in the spring, the Pennsylvania Board of Education, in collaboration with the Pennsylvania Association of 
Student Councils (PASC), selects one rising high school junior to serve a two-year term as a student representative 
to the State Board. The primary responsibility of the student representative position is to provide student 
perspectives at board meetings. Historically, student representatives have met with small groups of student 
stakeholders. However, the current student representatives are looking to expand and elevate student voices 
further. (from a PDE press release, 3/21/22) 
  
In National News… 
  
Supreme Court Ruling: School Board Member Censure – In a case relevant to K-12 school boards dealing with 
disruptive members, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled unanimously on Thursday that a community college board’s 
censure of one of its members over his speech did not violate the First Amendment. “In this country, we expect 
elected representatives to shoulder a degree of criticism about their public service from their constituents and their 
peers—and to continue exercising their free speech rights when the criticism comes,” Justice Neil M. Gorsuch 
wrote for the court in Houston Community College System v. Wilson (Case No. 20-804). Briefs filed in the case 
touched on numerous examples of K-12 school boards censuring their members, and the court’s decision will not 
upset the authority of boards to carry out such formal reprimands. Recent examples show that school boards 
have censured their members over offensive outbursts or social media speech on hot-button issues such as 
COVID-19 protocols, teaching about race, and transgender student rights. Read the rest of the story: “A School 
Board Has the Right to Censure a Rogue Member, U.S. Supreme Court Says” (from Education 
Week, 3/24/22). 
  
Decrease in Teacher Prep Program Enrollment – As teacher dissatisfaction rates rise and concerns about 
teacher shortages intensify, colleges of education are sounding the alarm: Enrollment has been steadily declining 
for the past decade, and the pandemic has likely made things worse. The American Association of Colleges for 
Teacher Education released its second comprehensive report of the state of teacher preparation last week, noting 
the many challenges facing the teaching profession—and some of the ways colleges are adapting. The report uses 
the most-recent federal data, which are from the 2018-19 school year, providing a benchmark on the status of 
teacher preparation before the disruption of the coronavirus pandemic. The downward trend has been consistent. 
Between the 2008-09 and the 2018-19 academic years, the number of people completing a teacher-education 
program declined by almost a third. Traditional teacher-preparation programs saw the largest decline—35 
percent—but alternative programs experienced drops, too. (from Education Week, 3/22/22) 
  
Across the Nation… 
  
Louisiana: State History Standards – In an echo of what happened last year in South Dakota, unnamed state 
officials in Louisiana have rewritten an educator-drafted set of K-12 history expectations after fielding politicized 
claims that it embodied a negative view of America. Louisiana’s final set of guidelines, which its state board of 
education approved unanimously March 9, differs substantially both in content and overall approach from what its 
own committee of educators submitted last September. Some of the original writers protest the completed 
standards’ different emphasis, which they say focuses less on historical inquiry, a teaching method that requires 
coverage of fewer topics in more depth. About the only thing everyone agrees on is that the new set emphasizes 
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American exceptionalism. State Superintendent Cade Brumley, in an interview, called the standards a “freedom 
framework” that shows how Americans have continued to perfect their country. Read the rest of the 
story: “Louisiana’s History Standards Got a Closed-Door Rewrite. What’s In and What’s Out” (from Education 
Week, 3/24/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
March 28… PASA Leadership Forum with Michael Fullan 
March 29… Legislative Committee Zoom meeting 
April 4……. Legislative Committee Zoom meeting 
April 5…… Webinar: Social-Emotional Well-Being 
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