
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Social Media and Reading Among Teens and Tweens – The time that teenagers and tweens spend on 
YouTube, TikTok, and other video-sharing sites has taken off during the pandemic, while reading time among those 
age groups remains flat. That was one of the key findings of a recent survey by Common Sense Media, a 
nonprofit research organization. Overall media use rose by just 3 percent for tweens (ages 8-12) between 2015 and 
2019, and 11 percent for teens, or kids 13 to 18, over the same period. But in just two years—between 2019 and 
2021—social media use for both groups increased by 17 percent, to a little more than five and half hours a day for 
tweens and just over eight and half hours for teens. Social media usage surged among tweens, with 18 percent 
saying they use it every day, compared with 13 percent in 2019. That should be a worrying finding, wrote Michael 
Robb, Common Sense Media’s senior director of research, in an article highlighting the report’s findings. 
“Considering tweens aren’t technically allowed to be on social media platforms at all, this growth in use should be 
concerning for advocates for safe, healthy, social media platforms,” Robb wrote. (Federal data collection laws 
prohibit kids under age 13 from using social media platforms.) Read the rest of the story: “The Real Reasons Kids 
Aren’t Reading More” (from Education Week, 3/28/22). 
  
Data on Teen Mental Health – High school students experienced challenges with mental health during the COVID-
19 pandemic including hopelessness, substance abuse, and suicidal thoughts or intentions. But those who felt 
close to people at school or who reported strong virtual connections with family and peers were less likely to report 
such concerns. Those are among the key findings of a special national survey of high school students 
administered by the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention in 2021. The results, released by the agency last 
Thursday, are one of the largest sets of data about student experiences during the national health crisis. Read the 
rest of the story: “Teen Mental Health During COVID: What New Federal Data Reveal” (from Education 
Week, 3/31/22). 
  
In Budget, Revenue & Finance News… 
  
State Revenue – Pennsylvania collected $5.6 billion in General Fund revenue in March, which was $659.1 million, 
or 13.5 percent, more than anticipated. Fiscal year-to-date General Fund collections total $34.1 billion, which is 
$2.7 billion, or 8.5 percent, above estimate. 
  
Funding for At-Home Internet Connectivity – The Federal Communications Commission is opening a third  — 
and possibly final — application window for districts seeking funding from a pool of money dedicated to covering 
the costs of improving student and teacher access to devices and broadband used away from school campuses. At 
least a minimum of $1 billion will be available to districts seeking funding for the upcoming school year during the 
third application filing period for the Emergency Connectivity Fund, according to an FCC order. That money can 
be used by districts for laptops, tablets, Wi-Fi hotspots, modems, and routers to connect students and staff at home 
or wherever learning is taking place away from school buildings. Read the rest of the story: “FCC Rolling Out $1 
Billion in Additional Funding for At-Home Internet Connectivity” (from Education Week, 3/29/22). 
  
Proposed Federal Budget – Just weeks after President Joe Biden signed into law a fiscal 2022 spending plan that 
fell well short of his proposed K-12 education priorities, the administration’s fiscal 2023 budget proposal advances 
some of those same proposals again, including massive increases in funding for high-poverty school districts and 
new money for mental health supports. The new proposal, unveiled last Monday, retains the as-yet-unrealized 
centerpiece of last year’s pitch: an increase that would more than double funding for the Title I program, which 
sends money to school districts to serve high-need students. Read the rest of the story: “Biden Budget Seeks Big 
Funding Increases for High-Need Schools, Student Mental Health” (from Education Week, 3/28/22). 
  
Teacher Salaries and Inflation – With school districts across the nation, including Pennsylvania, facing staffing 
and retention problems, new research gets to the heart of one of the factors that’s driving it: Wages that haven’t 
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kept pace with inflation. Adjusted for inflation, new teachers make 11 percent less than they did 30 years 
ago, according to new research by MyELearningWorld.com, an industry trade publication. New teachers 
nationwide make an average of $41,780 per-year, according to the research. And if those salaries kept pace with 
inflation, new teachers would make an average of $46,762 per-year, an increase of $4,982, the research showed. 
But even with that bump, new teachers would still earn less than the average college graduate, who earns about 
$55,000 a year, according to the trade publication. Read the rest of the story: “Report: New Teachers Are 
Earning 11% Less than 30 Years Ago | Monday Morning Coffee” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 3/28/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Only the Senate will be in voting session this week, and both chambers will be in session next 
week. Republican majorities in both chambers are continuing their efforts to establish a school voucher system in 
Pennsylvania and expand the EITC and OITC programs, thus further working toward privatizing K-12 education in 
the commonwealth. (Read on…) 
  
Charter School Law Regulations – In a partisan vote, the House Education Committee last Tuesday passed a 
concurrent resolution disapproving the Department of Education's (PDE) regulation on charter schools and cyber 
charter schools. All Democrats voted in opposition to the resolution. The regulations recently were approved by the 
Independent Regulatory Review Commission in a 3-2 vote. PASA supported the regulation. (See the March 28 
Update for details.) For a concurrent resolution to stop implementation of approved regulations, both the House 
and Senate must pass it and the governor must sign it. If the governor vetoes the resolution, both chambers would 
need to vote to override the veto.   
  
Voucher Bills – Voucher legislation and expansion of the use of public funds for private education is again coming 
to the fore in the General Assembly in advance of the May primary: 
  
* SB 1: Charter School “Reform,” EITC Expansion; moved off the table and set for third and possibly final 
consideration on the Senate floor. As amended last June, the “The Excellence in Education for All Act” amends 
the Charter School Law with some language regarding ethics and audits but does not address the tuition formula or 
financial relief for school districts. The bill also provides a very limited charter school tuition reimbursement to 
school districts, an amount that would rise slightly for three years and then stay level. The amendment removed 
language establishing a Public Charter School Commission that would have had the authority to approve charters. 
SB 1 also increases the EITC/OSTC programs (tuition tax-credits) from $185 million to $300 million, with increases 
of 25% annually thereafter if certain thresholds are met. The bill was amended and approved by the Senate 
Education Committee in June, with all Democrats voting in opposition. 
  
PASA opposes the bill. While the bill reinstates the mandate waiver program, eliminates the commission, and 
provides some ethics and transparency requirements for charter schools, it does not provide comprehensive 
charter school reform, particularly with funding, and it significantly reduces tax revenue for the state’s General Fund 
for public schools with a program that has no transparency or accountability for educational results. Specific 
objections to this bill are: 
* The tuition reimbursement savings in the amendment to Senate Bill 1 only equates to about a 2% savings 
annually over three years and will not keep up with the increased escalation of charter school tuition.  Districts will 
continue to pay more each year for charter school tuition even with the proposed reimbursements. 
* Charter school tuition is projected to grow at $400 annually per regular education student.  At the end of three 
years, districts will pay an increase of $1,200 in regular education charter tuition and only receive $750 in 
reimbursement from the state. 
* Charter school tuition is expected to grow by $1,200 annually for special education students.  At the end of three 
years, districts will pay an increase of $3,600 in special education charter tuition and only receive $1,500 in 
reimbursement from the state. 
* The expansion of Educational Improvement Tax Credits (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credits (OSTC) 
reduces state revenue that could be used to support many more students in Pennsylvania by using these funds for 
school subsidy increases. 
* An annual increase of 25% for EITC/OSTC will raise the cost of the program to over $1 billion in just five years, 
creating an unrealistic burden for the state and the loss of revenue that could be used to support the 1.6 million 
students attending traditional public schools. There is no public accountability for the use of tax credit money once it 
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goes to non-public schools. 
 
* HB 2169: Voucher Program; amended and approved by the House Education Committee, 14-10, with one 
Republican voting in opposition (Meghan Schroeder, R-Bucks).  The bill establishes the “Lifeline 
Scholarship” to give parents of special needs students and parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the 
attendance areas of the lowest-achieving public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an “alternative academic 
setting.”  The bill calculates the voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a school 
district, including property tax relief money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s average 
daily membership (ADM) to calculate the base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, the base voucher 
amount would then be multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education funding formula – depending 
on the severity of a student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts would have exceptionally large 
amounts of their subsidies dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the program would be 
requiring the Auditor General to conduct random audits of the scholarship program each year.  There would be no 
requirement for annual audits or reporting by all recipients or receiving entities. A technical amendment was added 
to the bill before approval. (It should be noted that the Auditor General recently announced that his office will soon 
cease conducting school audits and turn that authority over to the PDE.)  PASA strongly opposes the bill as yet 
another attempt to create the beginnings of an unconstitutional, unaccountable statewide voucher program 
that would drain money from the school districts that need it most and allow public tax dollars to be 
transferred to private and religious schools. Along with many organizations and associations working as 
part of Pennsylvanians Opposed to Vouchers, PASA stated opposition to the bill through a letter sent to 
House members. 
  
Other Legislative Action Last Week – 
  
* HB 1330: Supplemental Online Course Initiative; amended on the House floor and recommitted to the 
Appropriations Committee. The amended version of the bill eliminates the original provisions. HB 1330 
establishes a phased-in implementation schedule for an online course clearinghouse at different grade levels, 
eventually also including professional development courses. The bill requires the PDE to construct the 
clearinghouse, which will include courses developed and offered for sale either by private entities or public entities, 
as well as institutions of higher education. The bill further provides for contracts between buyers and sellers, 
provides for an application development and approval process, parameters for purchasing courses, penalties, and 
the issuance of a report regarding the program.  
  
* HB 581: Property Tax Exemptions; amended and approved by the Senate Urban Affairs and Housing 
Committee. The Affordable Housing Unit Tax Exemption Act authorizes local taxing authorities to provide for tax 
exemptions for improvements to deteriorated areas and dwellings to incentivize the creation and improvement of 
affordable housing units.  As amended, the bill requires that, for any such property, each local taxing entity in which 
the property is located, including a school district, must pass an ordinance or resolution adopting the tax exemption 
or special tax provision in order for it to become effective. The bill was unanimously reported as amended. 
  
* HB 972: Transgender Students and Sports; amended and approved by the House Education Committee, 
15-9, with all Republicans supporting the bill as amended. The bill, named the “Fairness in Women’s Sports 
Act,” would prohibit students who are “biologically male” from participating on scholastic or interscholastic athletic 
teams or sports designated for females, women or girls, provides for legal recourse for students who has been 
“deprived of an opportunity” due to a violation of the prohibition, and provides legal protections for school entities 
complying with the act. A technical amendment was added to the bill before approval. 
  
* HB 2069: Constitutional Amendment Regarding Regulations; taken off the list of tabled bills to allow for 
consideration on the House floor. The bill is a joint resolution that would amendment the PA Constitution by 
exempting the disapproval of a regulation by the General Assembly from the presentment requirement for the 
Governor's approval or disapproval. Essentially, it would allow a majority vote in both the House and Senate to 
override approval of a proposed regulation by the Independent Regulatory Review Commission and would not 
allow for the governor’s veto of the General Assembly’s action. (The effort by Republicans in the General Assembly 
to overturn the recently approved charter school regulations would be an example.) A Constitutional amendment 
requires approval in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. 
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* HB 2070: Constitutional Amendment Regarding Executive Branch Authority; taken off the list of tabled 
bills to allow for consideration on the House floor. The bill is a joint resolution that would amend the PA 
Constitution to prohibit a governor’s executive order or proclamation to be in effect for more than 21 days unless 
extended by concurrent resolution of the General Assembly. Constitutional amendments require approval in two 
consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. 
  
* HB 2397: School Milk; approved unanimously by the House Agriculture & Rural Affairs Committee. The 
Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act would authorize a school board or other governing entity of a Pennsylvania 
school to utilize funds from state or local sources to obtain whole Pennsylvania milk or reduced fat Pennsylvania 
milk to provide or sell at a Pennsylvania school. The bill also would require the state Attorney General, on behalf of 
a Pennsylvania school, to bring a civil action against the federal government or any other entity to recover funds 
withheld or revoked as a result of that choice. Current federal regulations require schools to offer only skim milk. 
  
* HB 2447: Divestiture of Public Funds; approved unanimously by the House State Government 
Committee. The bill would divest the Commonwealth’s holdings in the State Treasury and pension funds (including 
both PSERS and SERS) from investments that are connected to the Russian government and its critical 
supporters. The bill would expand upon Act 44 of 2010’s divestiture of the State Treasury and pension funds from 
investments related to Iran and Sudan. 
  
* SB 297: Spot Appeals of Property Assessments; approved by the Senate Urban Affairs & Housing 
Committee on a partisan vote, with all Republicans voting in favor. The bill eliminates spot appeals of property 
assessments and would limit taxing authorities to assessment appeals only after a property has gone through a 
countywide reassessment, been divided into smaller parcels, or experienced a change in the productive use of the 
property. 
  
Senate Floor Schedule – The following bills have been taken off the table and are scheduled for possible 
consideration this week: 
  
* HB 1660: School Board Authority (on third consideration). The bill amends the School Code to curtail the 
authority of the school board concerning temporary emergency provisions. Beginning with the 2021-2022 school 
year and each school year thereafter, the bill would allow a school board of directors to put into operation 
temporary emergency provisions for 60 days when an emergency results in five consecutive days of being unable 
to provide in-person instruction. If an extension is necessary, after 60 days, the bill would require another two-thirds 
vote by the school board directors and a public hearing. The school board of directors have 60 days after the initial 
vote to implement their temporary emergency powers and must provide a written plan to the public with an 
explanation of why the temporary emergency provisions are necessary and how long they will be in effect. The term 
"emergency" means an event that prevents a school building from opening due to any of the following: (i) a 
communicable health issue or incident; (ii) a hazardous weather condition; (iii) a law enforcement emergency; (iv) 
the inoperability of school buses or other equipment necessary to the public school entity's operation; (v) damage to 
a school building; or (vi) another temporary circumstance rendering any portion of a school building unfit or unsafe 
for use. The bill does not impact a school entity’s ability to utilize Flexible Instruction Days. The bill also makes 
some provisions for emergencies other than those for infectious diseases. HB 1660 was amended and approved 
in November by the Senate Education Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition 
PASA opposes the bill for several reasons: 
- It reduces a school district’s authority to establish alternative methods of delivery of instruction due to an 
emergency for up to four (4) years as currently allowed in the School Code. There is no need to restrict the local 
control of a school district beyond what has been in the School Code for years. 
- There is nothing in this bill that gives permission to school district to provide full-time online learning programs to 
students similar to those offered by cyber charter schools.  This issue was raised several times by PASA during the 
height of the pandemic, but no action has been taken by the legislature.  If action is not taken to correct this 
situation, districts will have to continually claim an emergency in the future to operate their own cyber learning 
programs.  This is unacceptable and needs immediate corrective action. 
  
* SB 527: Automatic EITC Increases (on second consideration). The bill amends the School Code to 
automatically increase the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit 
(OSTC) caps by 25% each fiscal year when at least 90% of the respective available tax credits are claimed in the 
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previous Fiscal Year, effective in the 2022-23 school year. The bill was amended and approved in January by 
the Senate Education Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition. PASA opposes the bill and all 
legislation that increases tax credit schemes, as there is no accountability for the use of those funds, plus 
the taxes sent to these funds could be used for public school subsidies. The Independent Fiscal Office (IFO) 
in January released a review of the EITC program, that concluded accountability and fiscal responsibility in the 
program was lacking. 
  
* SB 934: School Posting (on third consideration). The bill would require the posting of the preamble to the 
Pennsylvania Constitution in the entrance of every school building where state funding is provided to the district or 
institution of higher education. The bill had passed the Senate Education Committee in November, with all 
Democrats voting in opposition. 
  
* SB 935: School Posting (on third consideration). The bill would require the posting of the preamble to the 
United States Constitution in the entrance of every educational facility that accepts Commonwealth tax dollars. The 
bill had passed the Senate Education Committee in November, with all Democrats voting in opposition. 
  
Committee Schedule – Both the House and Senate state government committees will spend time this week 
holding hearings and considering a number of election-related bills, along with more constitutional amendment bills, 
one that would limit the PA Supreme Court’s authority concerning redistricting maps and one that would restrict 
state-issued guidance and mandates. 
  
Monday, April 4 
  
House Democratic Policy Committee 
12:00 p.m., Room G-50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on charter schools’ impact on rising property taxes 
  
Tuesday, April 5 
  
House Democratic Policy Committee 
3:00 p.m., Philadelphia SD 
public hearing on toxic schools 
  
House State Government Subcommittee on Public Pensions, Benefits and Risk Management 
1:00 p.m., Room G50, Irvis Office Building 
Public hearing on testimony from SERS, PSERS and Funston Advisory Services, LLC 
  
Wednesday, April 6 
  
Senate State Government Committee 
10:00 a.m., Room 8 E-B, East Wing 
To consider a series of election bills, plus: 
* SB 959: Constitutional Amendment on Agency Authority. The bill is a joint resolution that would amend the 
PA Constitution to clarify that no Department Secretary (or no unconfirmed Acting-Secretary) or agency can issue 
mandates, guidance and/or directives otherwise confined to circumstances described under Title 35 without an 
official emergency declaration in effect. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative 
sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. 
  
Change Coming for the General Assembly – Between new maps and an engaged, angry electorate, the 253-
member Pennsylvania General Assembly could look dramatically different at this time next year. A total of 37 
lawmakers are calling it quits this year, leaving some hotly contested openings in races around the state. The 
Capital-Star also has identified at least 43 primary elections in which a sitting lawmaker is facing one or more 
contenders as they try to return to Harrisburg. Some of this electoral competition, which Capitol observers have 
said is among the most they’ve seen in recent years, can be attributed to the new maps of state House and Senate 
seats that became final earlier this month. But lawmakers who have already decided to leave, also noted that 
they’re finding the toll of politics higher, and their odds to accomplish something slimmer, amid increasing national 
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partisanship. Read the rest of the story: “Harrisburg Is Set for a Makeover Amid Retirement Wave and a Busy 
Primary Season” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 3/29/22). 
  
In State News… 
  
School Board Member Removal over Mask Order – A monthslong dispute over masks in a Chester County 
school district culminated last Tuesday in a judge ordering all five Democrats on the school board to be immediately 
removed from office. The order stemmed from a petition parent Beth Ann Rosica in the West Chester Area School 
District filed in February, asking the Chester County Court of Common Pleas to remove the school board members 
on the grounds that they had voted in August 2021 to make masks mandatory in the district’s schools. Kenneth 
Roos, an attorney at Wisler Pearlstine LLP, which is representing the board members, told WHYY News Tuesday 
night that they would be filing a motion to reconsider. The strength of Rosica’s argument appears to have had little 
to do with its success, however. In his order that the five Democratic members of the board be “removed from 
office,” Judge William Mahon wrote that his decision came after there was “no response” to the petition by the 
school district or its counsel. Read the rest of the story: “Chester County Judge Tosses 5 Members of West 
Chester School Board over Masks” (from WHYY, 3/29/22). 
  
Preparing Schools to Enroll Refugee Students – Gov. Wolf and the Pennsylvania Department of Education 
(PDE) recently provided guidance to schools on welcoming refugee families. The guidance instructs schools that 
newly arriving children should be permitted to attend school the day after they are presented for enrollment, 
screened prior to referral for special education and provided language assistance services. PDE Secretary Noe 
Ortega said the guidance asks that schools “familiarize themselves” with their state and federal duties under law. 
“In anticipation of an influx of Ukrainian families coming to Pennsylvania over the coming weeks, it is imperative 
that our school communities are prepared to provide high-quality education services to new students in a seamless 
and efficient manner,” said Sec. Ortega. Gov. Wolf is also pressing for approval of recently introduced legislation 
that would give the Department of Human Services $2 million to use for its refugee resettlement program. 
  
In National News… 
  
Legislation to Extend Nutrition Waivers – (from AASA) Senators Debbie Stabenow (D-MI) and Lisa Murkowski 
(R-AK) have introduced the Support Kids Not Red Tape Act which would extend the child nutrition waivers until 
September 30, 2023. Sen. Robert Casey (D-PA) has signed on to the bill. A similar bill was introduced in the 
House by Reps. Abigail Spanberger (D-VA) and Brian Fitzpatrick (R-PA) back in February.   
  
School Bus Driver Waiver – (from AASA) Earlier this year, USED partnered with USDOT to provide temporary 
relief for the ‘under the hood’ requirement to help address the school bus drive shortage. The relief came via a 90-
day waiver—set to extend at the end of the month. The plan all along was to grant two consecutive 90-day waivers, 
and that second waiver has now been announced. It means the flexibility will remain in place for the duration of 
the current school year, through June 30, 2022. 
  
Across the Nation… 
  
Florida: Censoring Books and School Libraries – Saying Florida public schools are making sexually explicit 
books available to children, Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis signed a bill last month to give parents a say in what 
books schools can and can’t have in their libraries. It will force all elementary schools to provide a searchable list of 
every book available in their libraries or used in instruction. School boards must let the public know when they plan 
to consider approving new instructional books and allow anyone to comment. Any objections to the material, by a 
parent or not, must be reported to the state. DeSantis also used the bill signing ceremony to denounce critical race 
theory in schools, mask mandates in schools and Dr. Anthony Fauci. He also encouraged people to pay attention to 
school board races and vote members out. (from Education Week, 3/28/22) 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
April 5…… Webinar: Social-Emotional Well-Being (noon) 
April 6....... Women's Caucus Board meeting (virtual) 
                   Professional Dev. Committee meeting (virtual) 

https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/harrisburg-is-set-for-a-makeover-amid-retirement-wave-and-a-busy-primary-season/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/campaigns-elections/harrisburg-is-set-for-a-makeover-amid-retirement-wave-and-a-busy-primary-season/
https://whyy.org/articles/chester-county-judge-tosses-5-members-of-west-chester-school-board-over-masks/?utm_source=First+Read+PA&utm_campaign=c65ee9860f-PA_First_Read_033022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22d5ce4a26-c65ee9860f-35287651&mc_cid=c65ee9860f&mc_eid=e185747e0e
https://whyy.org/articles/chester-county-judge-tosses-5-members-of-west-chester-school-board-over-masks/?utm_source=First+Read+PA&utm_campaign=c65ee9860f-PA_First_Read_033022&utm_medium=email&utm_term=0_22d5ce4a26-c65ee9860f-35287651&mc_cid=c65ee9860f&mc_eid=e185747e0e
https://www.education.pa.gov/Schools/MessagestoSchoolCommunities/Pages/03312022.aspx
https://www.politico.com/news/2022/03/31/stabenow-vote-universal-free-school-meals-00022081
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/6613?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%5B%226613%22%2C%226613%22%5D%7D&s=1&r=2
https://www.aasa.org/uploadedFiles/AASA_Blog_The_Total_Child(1)/FMCSA_Waiver_032922.pdf


April 7…… Advocacy Committee meeting 
                  Board of Governors’ meeting (p.m.) 
April 8…… Board of Governors’ liaison meeting (a.m.) 


