
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Safety Tip Line and Student Mental Health News – A tip line set up to detect threats of violence and intimidation 
in schools has unexpectedly turned up a majority of reports about students suffering from mental health issues. A 
report released Wednesday by the Pennsylvania attorney general’s office said nearly three out of every four calls to 
Safe2Say Something PA, an anonymous reporting system for schools, were focused on mental illness, self-harm, 
discrimination and harassment, or instances of bullying. The report called on the state to ensure that every school 
across the state has a mental health counselor and was published hours before Attorney General Josh Shapiro 
participated in a roundtable on the same topic with students and officials from the North Hills School District. Read 
the rest of the story: “Pennsylvania Tip Line on School Threats Instead Reveals Student Mental Health 
Needs” (from The Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 4/7/22). 
  
Shoring Up School Cybersecurity – School districts across the country are trying to shore up their cybersecurity 
after the federal government’s warning about potential Russian cyberthreats against America’s critical 
infrastructure. “Some school districts are taking extra steps to protect themselves, like restricting the ability of traffic 
from countries beyond the U.S. to connect to school servers,” said Doug Levin, national director of the K-12 
Security Information Exchange, a nonprofit organization that tracks cyber incidents affecting public schools in all 50 
states. Districts also are increasing the monitoring of their networks for malicious traffic and trying to share 
intelligence with their counterparts as well as state and federal officials, he added. “School districts are unlikely to 
be the direct targets of Russian cyberactivity, but that doesn’t mean they couldn’t be wrapped up in broader attacks 
against the U.S.,” Levin said. Read the rest of the story: “US Schools Prepare for Potential Cyberthreat from 
Russia” (from Pew Stateline, 4/5/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate are in session for three days this week and then will adjourn until 
April 25, when only the House will be in session. Both chambers will then be in recess until May 23 for the spring 
primary. 
 
Legislative Action Last Week – 
  
* SB 959: Constitutional Amendment on Agency Authority; approved by the Senate State Government 
Committee, with all Democrats voting in opposition. The bill is a joint resolution that would amend the PA 
Constitution to clarify that no Department Secretary (or no unconfirmed Acting-Secretary) or agency can issue 
mandates, guidance and/or directives otherwise confined to circumstances described under Title 35 without an 
official emergency declaration in effect. Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative 
sessions and then approval by the voters through a referendum. 
  
* SB 1028: Purple Star School Program; passed by the Senate, 48-0. The bill provides “Purple Star” recognition 
to schools that show compliance with Act 119 of 2018: maintaining a website that includes resources for military-
connected students and their families; designating a staff point of contact for these students; adopting a resolution 
showing support for them; recognizing the Month of the Military Child or Military Family Month with relevant events 
hosted by the campus; providing training to school staff to best equip them to support these families; and 
establishing a partnership with a military installation. 
  
Alert: Voucher Bills – Bills creating a voucher program and expanding the use of public funds for private 
education remain pending in both the House and Senate, with HB 2169 scheduled to be caucused today (Monday), 
with the goal of bringing the bill to the floor for a vote. 
  
* HB 2169: Voucher Program. The bill currently is one Second Consideration in the House. The outcome of 
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today’s Caucus meetings could determine whether or not the bill comes up for a floor vote this week. The 
bill establishes the “Lifeline Scholarship” to give parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the 
attendance areas of the lowest-achieving public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an “alternative academic 
setting.” Eligible students must have attended a public school in the preceding school year, received funds from the 
program in the preceding school year, would be attending first grade for the first time in the next school year, are in 
foster care, were recently adopted, or whose parent is full-time military. Both special needs and regular ed students 
meeting that criteria would be eligible. 
  
The bill calculates the voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a school district, 
including property tax relief money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s average daily 
membership (ADM) to calculate the base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, the base voucher amount 
would then be multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education funding formula – depending on the 
severity of a student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts would have exceptionally large amounts of 
their subsidies dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the program would be requiring the 
Auditor General to conduct random audits of the scholarship program each year.  There would be no requirement 
for annual audits or reporting by all recipients or receiving entities. A technical amendment was added to the bill 
before approval. (It should be noted that the Auditor General recently announced that his office will soon cease 
conducting school audits and turn that authority over to the PDE.)   
  
PASA strongly opposes the bill. It is yet another attempt to create the beginnings of an unconstitutional, 
unaccountable statewide voucher program that would drain money from the school districts that need it most and 
allow public tax dollars to be transferred to private and religious schools. In addition, the bill would establish the 
framework for a statewide voucher program. 
  
* SB 1: Charter School “Reform,” EITC Expansion; remains on Third Consideration on the Senate floor. 
(Third Consideration means the bill could come up for a vote at any time.) As amended last June, the “The 
Excellence in Education for All Act” amends the Charter School Law with some language regarding ethics and 
audits but does not address the tuition formula or financial relief for school districts. The bill also provides a very 
limited charter school tuition reimbursement to school districts, an amount that would rise slightly for three years 
and then stay level. The amendment removed language establishing a Public Charter School Commission that 
would have had the authority to approve charters. SB 1 also increases the EITC/OSTC programs (tuition tax-
credits) from $185 million to $300 million, with increases of 25% annually thereafter if certain thresholds are 
met. PASA opposes the bill. 
  
Bills Remaining on the House and Senate Floor Calendars for Possible Action –  
  
* HB 1660: School Board Authority (on Third Consideration). The bill amends the School Code to curtail the 
authority of the school board concerning temporary emergency provisions. Beginning with the 2021-2022 school 
year and each school year thereafter, the bill would allow a school board of directors to put into operation 
temporary emergency provisions for 60 days when an emergency results in five consecutive days of being unable 
to provide in-person instruction. If an extension is necessary, after 60 days, the bill would require another two-thirds 
vote by the school board directors and a public hearing. The school board of directors have 60 days after the initial 
vote to implement their temporary emergency powers and must provide a written plan to the public with an 
explanation of why the temporary emergency provisions are necessary and how long they will be in effect. The term 
"emergency" means an event that prevents a school building from opening due to any of the following: (i) a 
communicable health issue or incident; (ii) a hazardous weather condition; (iii) a law enforcement emergency; (iv) 
the inoperability of school buses or other equipment necessary to the public school entity's operation; (v) damage to 
a school building; or (vi) another temporary circumstance rendering any portion of a school building unfit or unsafe 
for use. The bill does not impact a school entity’s ability to utilize Flexible Instruction Days. The bill also makes 
some provisions for emergencies other than those for infectious diseases. PASA opposes the bill. 
  
* SB 527: Automatic EITC Increases (on Second Consideration). The bill amends the School Code to 
automatically increase the Educational Improvement Tax Credit (EITC) and Opportunity Scholarship Tax Credit 
(OSTC) caps by 25% each fiscal year when at least 90% of the respective available tax credits are claimed in the 
previous Fiscal Year, effective in the 2022-23 school year. PASA opposes the bill and all legislation that 
increases tax credit schemes, as there is no accountability for the use of those funds, plus the taxes sent 
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to these funds could be used for public school subsidies. 
  
* SB 934: School Posting (on Third Consideration). The bill would require the posting of the preamble to the 
Pennsylvania Constitution in the entrance of every school building where state funding is provided to the district or 
institution of higher education. 
  
* SB 935: School Posting (on Third Consideration). The bill would require the posting of the preamble to the 
United States Constitution in the entrance of every educational facility that accepts Commonwealth tax dollars. 
  
Committee Schedule – 
  
Monday, April 11 
  
Senate Education Committee – 
To consider: 
* SB 1191: Transgender Students and Sports. The bill, dubbed the Fairness in Women’s Sports Act, would 
prohibit school athletic teams designated for women to be open to those of the male sex, defined as biological and 
genetic make-up. The bill is the Senate version of HB 972. 
  
Wednesday, April 13 
  
House State Government Committee 
To consider: 
* HB 978: RTK Amendments. The bill clarifies that an individual’s personal financial information, whether it be with 
a bank or any other financial institution, or their tax information that is required by the state or federal government, 
is confidential and not a public document. The bill also clarifies that an agency’s financial institutions account 
numbers, routing numbers, credit card numbers, and passwords are exempt from disclosure.  
  
Special Election – In a special election last week, Democrat Martell Covington was elected to fill the unexpired 
seat of Rep. Ed Gainey, who was elected as Pittsburgh mayor in 2021. Covington is a legislative aide to State Sen. 
Jay Costa. Democrat Aerion A. Abney, a social worker and University of Pittsburgh alumnus, ran unopposed for the 
former seat of Rep. Jake Wheatley, who is now serving as Gainey’s chief of staff. Both Covington and Abney will 
serve in their positions through November, but must win again in the spring primary to be on the November ballot in 
order to serve an additional term. 
  
In State News… 
  
Reinstating School Board Members – Chester County Common Pleas Court Judge William P. Mahon vacated 
his order removing five West Chester Area School Board members after a hearing before a packed courtroom at 
the Chester County Justice Center last Friday. Mahon last Tuesday had removed the quintet of school board 
members after he said that attorneys for the district had not answered a petition filed by a West Chester resident 
seeking their removal over what she said was an improper mandate for students to wear masks in schools, two 
months after the state Supreme Court had rendered a decision on a separate matter in December that mask 
mandates were unconstitutional. Mahon made it clear on Friday that his earlier ruling was based on procedure 
rather than masks, even though the suit to have them removed will be allowed to move forward — even though its 
chances of success are murky. Mahon said his order dealt only with his belief that the district had failed to meet a 
deadline he had set for a formal response. “I understand the gravity of this situation,” Mahon told the audience of 
over 200 at the Justice Center. “The removal of the school board members has crippled this school district. To 
remove the school board members will create extreme difficulty for the operation of the school district.” Read the 
rest of the story: “Chester County Judge Reinstates West Chester School Board Members” (from The 
Mercury, 4/9/22). 
  
Teacher Shortage Crisis in Rural PA Schools – Districts throughout the country are reporting vacancies in 
positions across the board, attributed to pandemic burnout, early retirement, unequal compensation and falling 
certification numbers. And leaders of Centre County’s rural school districts say the challenges they’ve long faced in 
attracting and retaining staff members have reached unsustainable levels. “If we can’t change, if we don’t alter what 
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we do, I don’t see how the next generation is going to make it,” Gregg Paladina, superintendent of Philipsburg-
Osceola Area School District, said. Larger districts receive more funds in local property tax, meaning they can often 
afford to pay teachers more. In Centre County, the largest school district in terms of tax base is the State College 
Area School District. When it comes to competing for hiring teachers, Penns Valley Area School District 
Superintendent Brian Griffith said sometimes they simply can’t. Read the rest of the story: “‘No Manual on How To 
Deal with This.’ Centre County Rural Schools Struggle Amid Teacher Shortage” (from The Centre Daily 
Times, 4/4/22). 
  
Women in the Superintendency – Women long have played a central role in education, but they often are left out 
of central administration. Women make up 3 in 4 public school teachers nationwide but account for only about 1 in 
4 superintendents, both in Pennsylvania and nationwide. Still, there have been inroads over the past decade. The 
percentage of women serving as superintendents of U.S. public school districts has increased from 24% in 2010 to 
nearly 27%, according to the American Superintendent 2020 Decennial Study from the AASA, known as the School 
Superintendents Association. Parts of Southwestern Pennsylvania are ahead of the national trend. Read the rest of 
the story: “Region's School Districts Leading the Way in Opportunities for Female 
Superintendents” (from triblive.com, 4/3/22). 
  
In National News… 
  
Prevalence of Book Bans – Two million students in 86 school districts across the country have had their access to 
books restricted because of book bans this school year, according to a new report by PEN America, a free speech 
advocacy organization. While book bans—specifically books with LGBTQ characters and people of color, or about 
race and racism—have been reported by media outlets across the country this year, the report sheds light on how 
widespread the book bans actually are through anecdotal accounts and by tracking what kinds of books are being 
targeted. Read the rest of the story: “How Prevalent Are Book Bans This Year? New Data Show 
Impact” (from Education Week, 4/7/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
April 15….. PASA office closed 
April 18….. Webinar: Education in a New Era #8 
April 25….. Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
April 27….. ‘Now What?’ Webinar – focus on resources 
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