
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety & Equity News… 
  
Indoor Masking in Philadelphia – Philadelphia became the first major U.S. city to reinstate its indoor mask 
mandate on Monday after reporting a sharp increase in coronavirus infections, with the city’s top health official 
saying she wanted to forestall a potential new wave driven by an omicron subvariant. The mandate, which includes 
schools, child care facilities, businesses and restaurants in the city, will be effective on April 18. (from the AP, 
4/11/22) 
  
Superintendent Turnover – More than a quarter of America’s superintendents plan to leave their posts imminently 
— and hundreds more are unsure they want to keep balancing pandemic-era 67-hour work weeks and staffing 
challenges, a new RAND survey of over 350 district leaders has found.  
While RAND’s early look at 2021 departure rates suggests the “big quit” has yet to play out among superintendents, 
an emerging trend raised concern: Urban school district superintendents are leaving in higher numbers than their 
suburban and rural counterparts. And that churn could further damage the districts, composed predominantly of 
students of color who were disproportionately impacted by the pandemic. Read the rest of the story: “Fears of 
a School Superintendent Exodus: With Data Revealing Massive Pandemic Turnover, New Survey Shows 
Another 1 in 4 Leaders Expect to ‘Leave Soon’” (from the72million.org, 4/7/22). 
  
School Substitutes as ‘Eyes and Ears’ for Conservatives – A comment circulating on social media this month 
may have been made on a private Facebook page using a private account, but state Rep. Barb Gleim (R-Carlisle) 
said she publicly stands by her words. “I acknowledge the post on Mom’s for Liberty site and stand by what I 
posted,” she said in an email to The Carlisle Sentinel on April 7. The post in question was made on the Moms for 
Liberty Cumberland County chapter Facebook page, a private group, regarding transparency in school 
curriculum. Gleim’s post reads: “We also need conservative eyes and ears in the schools. If anyone can substitute 
even one day a week, the teachers who are activists and indoctrinating children can be revealed. Not all teachers 
are for CRT, etc. We need to identify the ones who are pushing the professional development they received over 
the summer. Are they putting black children’s tests in separate piles and grading them differently? Have they 
separated the classroom? We won’t know these things until parents are allowed back into schools, so the best way 
is to sub.” Read the rest of the story: “Gleim Stands by Circulated Substitute Teacher Comment on Social 
Media” (from The Carlisle Sentinel, 4/12/22). 
  
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
  
Budget Bills – The Senate Finance Committee kicked off the beginnings of the state budget process last week by 
approving Senate Bills 1100 to 1114, a series of bills that accommodate the funding of preferred and nonpreferred 
budget requests at the 2021-22 level. The bills were drafted to accommodate the 2022 General Fund and 
associated fund budget process for the 2022-23 fiscal year. Eventually, when the budget process begins in earnest, 
the bills will move back to the committee and will be amended with the final spending proposal for each. 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate are in recess this week. Only the House will be in session for three 
days next week, then both chambers will be in recess until May 23. 
  
Legislative Action Last Week – 
  
* HB 71: Commonwealth Spending Limits; approved by the House Appropriations Committee, with all 
Democrats voting in opposition. The bill is a Joint Resolution proposing a constitutional amendment that sets 
annual spending limitations on the commonwealth. Specifically, the bill establishes that the spending limit for any 
fiscal year shall be equal to the spending during the immediately prior fiscal year, adjusted by the sum of the 
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average of the percentage change in the annual United States Consumer Price Index for All Urban Consumers and 
the average percentage change in the resident population in the commonwealth. Constitutional amendments 
require approval in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the voters through a 
referendum. PASA opposes the bill and any legislation that sets arbitrary limitations on state spending that 
could further restrict the state’s share of funding for essential programs and services that already are 
underfunded, including education. 
  
* HB 972: Transgender Students and Sports; passed the House, 115-84, with most Republicans voting yes 
and most Democrats opposed. The bill, named the “Fairness in Women’s Sports Act,” would prohibit students 
who are “biologically male” from participating on scholastic or interscholastic athletic teams or sports designated for 
females, women or girls, provides for legal recourse for students who has been “deprived of an opportunity” due to 
a violation of the prohibition, and provides legal protections for school entities complying with the act. A technical 
amendment was added to the bill before approval. 
  
* HB 978: RTK Amendments; approved by the House State Government Committee unanimously. The bill 
clarifies that an individual’s personal financial information, whether it be with a bank or any other financial 
institution, or their tax information that is required by the state or federal government, is confidential and not a public 
document. The bill also clarifies that an agency’s financial institutions account numbers, routing numbers, credit 
card numbers, and passwords are exempt from disclosure.  
  
* HB 1330: Supplemental Online Course Initiative; technical amendments made in both the House 
Appropriations Committee and on the House floor, and final passage in the House, 143-55. The amended 
version of the bill eliminates the original provisions. HB 1330 establishes a phased-in implementation schedule for 
an online course clearinghouse at different grade levels, eventually also including professional development 
courses. The bill requires the PDE to construct the clearinghouse, which will include courses developed and offered 
for sale either by private entities or public entities, as well as institutions of higher education. The bill further 
provides for contracts between buyers and sellers, provides for an application development and approval process, 
parameters for purchasing courses, penalties, and the issuance of a report regarding the program.  
  
* HB 2169: Voucher Program. The bill was amended on Second Consideration in the House and re-referred 
to the House Appropriations Committee. The bill establishes the “Lifeline Scholarship” to give parents of any 
student in grades 1-12 residing within the attendance areas of the lowest-achieving public schools with vouchers to 
pay for tuition in an “alternative academic setting.” Eligible students must have attended a public school in the 
preceding school year, received funds from the program in the preceding school year, would be attending first 
grade for the first time in the next school year, are in foster care, were recently adopted, or whose parent is full-time 
military. Both special needs and regular ed students meeting that criteria would be eligible. The bill calculates the 
voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a school district, including property tax relief 
money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s average daily membership (ADM) to 
calculate the base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, the base voucher amount would then be 
multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education funding formula – depending on the severity of a 
student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts would have exceptionally large amounts of their subsidies 
dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the program would be requiring the Auditor General to 
conduct random audits of the scholarship program each year.  There would be no requirement for annual audits or 
reporting by all recipients or receiving entities. A minor amendment was made to the bill on the House floor. PASA 
strongly opposes HB 2169. It is yet another attempt to create the beginnings of an unconstitutional, 
unaccountable statewide voucher program that would drain money from the school districts that need it most and 
allow public tax dollars to be transferred to private and religious schools. In addition, the bill would establish the 
framework for a statewide voucher program. 
  
* HB 2397: School Milk; passed the House, 107-2. The Whole Milk in Pennsylvania Schools Act would authorize 
a school board or other governing entity of a Pennsylvania school to utilize funds from state or local sources to 
obtain whole Pennsylvania milk or reduced fat Pennsylvania milk to provide or sell at a Pennsylvania school. The 
bill also would require the state Attorney General, on behalf of a Pennsylvania school, to bring a civil action against 
the federal government or any other entity to recover funds withheld or revoked as a result of that choice. Current 
federal regulations require schools to offer only skim milk. 
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* SB 478: No-Bid Contracts; passed the House, 197-1. The bill authorizes political subdivisions and authorities to 
enter into contracts for services when two consecutive advertisements fail to induce bids. SB 478 had passed the 
Senate unanimously. Gov. Wolf has until April 23 to sign the bill. 
  
* SB 959: Constitutional Amendment on Agency Authority; re-referred to the Senate Appropriations 
Committee. The bill is a joint resolution that would amend the PA Constitution to clarify that no Department 
Secretary (or no unconfirmed Acting-Secretary) or agency can issue mandates, guidance and/or directives 
otherwise confined to circumstances described under Title 35 without an official emergency declaration in effect. 
Constitutional amendments require approval in two consecutive legislative sessions and then approval by the 
voters through a referendum. 
  
* SB 1191: Transgender Students and Sports; approved by the Senate Education Committee, 7-4, with all 
Democrats voting in opposition. The bill, dubbed the Fairness in Women’s Sports Act, would prohibit school 
athletic teams designated for women to be open to those of the male sex, defined as biological and genetic make-
up. The bill is the Senate version of HB 972. 
  
In State News… 
  
Academic Standards Regulations – Last week the State Board of Education submitted final-form amendments to 
22 Pa. Code Chapter 4 (Academic Standards and Assessments) to the House Education Committee, the Senate 
Education Committee, and the Independent Regulatory Review Commission. The final rulemaking replaces the 
academic standards for Science and Technology and Environment and Ecology, as set forth in the current 
Appendix B, with the updated standards in the new Appendix B-1 and establishes a timeframe for implementation 
of updated standards. The final rulemaking also makes technical amendments unrelated to academic standards 
to align other provisions of the Chapter with 
changes to the Public School Code of 1949 enacted by Act 136 of 2020, Act 158 of 2018, 
Act 6 of 2017, Act 16 of 2019, and Act 76 of 2019. 
  
From AASA: On the Federal Level… 
  
Changes to the Public Service Loan Forgiveness Program – Last year, the Department of Education (USED) 
issued a Limited Time Waiver to improve the Public Service Loan Forgiveness (PSLF) program and help those who 
qualify get closer to forgiveness. However, action may be needed in order to take advantage of the waiver before it 
expires on October 31, 2022. AASA has created a template for district leaders to share with their staff that explains 
the new changes to the program and outlines what they must do to participate. Click here for information. 
  
Clean School Infrastructure and Transportation Action Plan – On April 4, the Biden Administration announced 
an initiative to upgrade the nation’s public schools with modern, clean, energy-efficient facilities and transportation, 
while helping districts lower energy costs. The cross-agency plan will leverage investments from the Bipartisan 
Infrastructure Law and ARP to help pay for lighting upgrades, updated HVAC systems, and staff training, amongst 
other school infrastructure improvements. As part of the plan, the U.S. Department of Energy will launch a $500 
million grant program to make public schools more energy efficient. The White House also released a toolkit to 
help schools and school districts access available funding, as well as provide technical assistance opportunities 
and planning tools to help schools improve air quality, energy efficiency, and more. 
  
In National News… 
 
Teachers, Stress and Work Time – It’s not uncommon for teachers to clock in extra hours each day to ensure 
they meet students’ academic and social-emotional needs. But everything from answering emails to grading papers 
adds up: A typical teacher works about 54 hours a week—with just under half of that time devoted to directly 
teaching students, a new survey finds. The nationally representative survey of more than 1,300 teachers was 
conducted by the EdWeek Research Center between Jan. 9 and Feb. 23 and commissioned by the Winston School 
of Education and Social Policy at Merrimack College. It was designed to replace the MetLife Survey of the 
American Teacher, which ran for more than 25 years and ended in 2012. Teacher dissatisfaction appears to be at 
an all-time high, the survey found, with heavier workloads in part to blame. While teachers have always, to an 
extent, known that good teaching takes a lot of time, and workloads overall have increased over the years, the 
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pandemic has complicated their schedules even more, say teachers. Read the rest of the story: “Here’s How 
Many Hours a Week Teachers Work” (from Education Week, 4/14/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
April 18….. Webinar: Education in a New Era #8 
April 20….. Superintendent Forum Session #3 
April 25….. Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
April 27….. ‘Now What?’ Webinar – focus on resources 
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