
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
  
Effective of Online Tutoring – School districts across the country are turning hopeful eyes to tutoring programs as 
a way to help children recover academically from the COVID pandemic. Research shows that well-designed face-
to-face tutoring can be a powerful ally. But there was little evidence that it could be done effectively online. That’s 
starting to change. Two new studies from Spain and Italy offer encouraging signs that tutoring online can work to 
help children complete unfinished learning. The findings are particularly noteworthy now, as schools search for as 
many good learning-recovery options as they can find. COVID-19 has not disappeared, and though the likelihood of 
widespread school closures appears to be low right now, it might not stay that way. Read the rest of the 
story: “Online Tutoring Can Be Effective, Research Shows” (from Education Week, 4/18/22). 
  
Legislation Aimed at LGBTQ Students – A raft of legislation in the statehouses taking aim at LGBTQ students 
this year draws from the newly ascendent discourse about parents’ rights, curriculum transparency, and schools 
purportedly indoctrinating students via critical race theory and other ideas. But what is driving it? To get a better 
sense of the rapidly evolving political landscape and accompanying rhetoric, EdWeek spoke to political scientists, 
historians, LGBTQ advocates, legal scholars, and the lawmakers themselves. The picture that emerges is complex. 
Old fears about gay people are being combined with newer concerns—and newly developed political tools. Parents 
are largely divided about instructional issues on LGBTQ matters. And the political rhetoric has gotten far more 
intense, leaving some advocates gaping at its frankness. Read the rest of the story: “What’s Driving the Push to 
Restrict Schools on LGBTQ Issues?” (from Education Week, 4/19/22). 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Only the House will be in session for three days this week. Then both chambers will be in 
recess until May 23. 
 
Bill Signed into Law – Last week Gov. Wolf signed into law SB 478, now Act 18 of 2022. The act authorizes 
political subdivisions and authorities to enter into contracts for services when two consecutive advertisements fail to 
induce bids. Provisions of the act take effect on June 18. 
  
Floor Schedule This Week – As of this morning, the House Appropriations Committee had not yet posted a list of 
bills they were preparing to send to the House floor for a possible vote this week. A number of education bills, 
including HB 2169 (vouchers) are pending a final vote. 
  
HB 2169 remains on Second Consideration and could be brought to the floor at any time should Republican 
leaders believe they have the votes necessary for the bill to pass. HB 2169 establishes the “Lifeline 
Scholarship” to give parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the attendance areas of the lowest-
achieving public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an “alternative academic setting.” Eligible students must 
have attended a public school in the preceding school year, received funds from the program in the preceding 
school year, would be attending first grade for the first time in the next school year, are in foster care, were recently 
adopted, or whose parent is full-time military. Both special needs and regular ed students meeting that criteria 
would be eligible. The bill calculates the voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) provided to a 
school district, including property tax relief money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a school district’s 
average daily membership (ADM) to calculate the base voucher amount. For students with disabilities, the base 
voucher amount would then be multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education funding formula – 
depending on the severity of a student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts would have exceptionally 
large amounts of their subsidies dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the program would be 
requiring the Auditor General to conduct random audits of the scholarship program each year.  There would be no 
requirement for annual audits or reporting by all recipients or receiving entities. 
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PASA strongly opposes HB 2169 and will continue to monitor House activity on this and other legislation 
this week. 
  
Committee Schedule This Week – 
  
Monday, April 25 
  
House Education Committee 
10 a.m. – Rm. 523, Irvis Office Bldg. 
To consider the following bills: 
* HB 2022: School-Based Behavioral Health Assistance. The bill would allow a behavioral health representative, 
stationed in a school under the supervision of a superintendent or other chief administrative officer or their 
designee, to use evidence-based programs for students that provide a positive school climate, crisis management, 
suicide prevention strategies, or skills to communicate with peers and adult, manage emotions, setting goals, 
establishing and maintaining positive relationships, making responsible decisions that support success in school 
and life. The representative also would be able to utilize early intervention services for students to deal with grief, 
trauma, anger, anxiety, or sadness. A public school who allows a behavioral health representative to interact with 
their students is required to develop a policy and plan to provide social and mental support services for all students 
and enter into a MOU with the behavioral health assistance entity with which the representative is affiliated or 
employed, to include parental and legal guardian communication plans.  PASA supports this bill as long as 
hiring a behavioral health representative remains optional for districts. 
* HB 2023: Behavioral Health Awareness Model Curriculum. The bill would require the PA Department of 
Education to develop a model curriculum to assist school entities in providing behavioral health education. The bill 
also would allow a school entity to provide to professional educators four hours of training on behavioral health 
awareness that could be applied toward meeting professional education requirements. PASA is neutral on this 
bill due to the timing of its implementation. Schools are busy implementing trauma informed education, threat 
assessment teams, anti-bullying programs, the safe-to-say program and focusing on mental health issues of 
students after the impact of the pandemic.  Although we are not opposed to the concept of bill, the timing of this 
effort needs to be pushed further into the future in order for the program to be successful. 
* HB 2024: Mental Health Instruction Study. The bill would commission a Mental Health Instruction Study to 
determine the extent to which schools are currently providing mental health instruction in their curriculum. Data 
collected from this study will serve as the basis for recommendations for the improvement of mental health 
instruction in our Commonwealth’s schools, including recommending future legislation. PASA supports this bill 
and believes the data could be helpful to school leaders.  It would be helpful to have this study completed 
before contemplating implementation of the health awareness education program described in HB 2023. 
  
Tuesday, April 26 
  
Senate Democratic Policy Committee 
12 noon (live streamed) 
public hearing with Senator Haywood on expanding School Based Health Centers in the Commonwealth 
  
Wednesday, April 27 
  
House State Government Committee 
10 a.m. – Rm. G50, Irvis Office Bldg. 
To consider the following bills related to the state pension systems: 
* HB 1671: Pension System Reporting Standards. The bill would require more robust and transparent 
management fee reporting standards from SERS and PSERS by incorporating the transparency recommendations 
found in the Public Pension Management and Asset Investment Review Commission’s (PPMAIRC) 
report. Specifically, the bill aims to give a complete picture of fees, costs and expenses associated with investments 
and expand access to board proceedings and investment materials utilized, as well as increasing performance fee 
reporting, particularly fees associated with carried interest. 
* HB 2010: Trustee Fiduciary Training. The bill would require any trustee, board member or other appointed or 
elected official who stands in a fiduciary relationship to a state, county or local pension system, or to a fund of the 
Commonwealth, to obtain two hours of initial training and one hour of annual training in fiduciary law focused on 
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fiduciary law generally, as well as conflicts of interest, the prudent expert standard, self-dealing and other relevant 
topics. 
  
House Local Government Committee 
9:30 a.m. – Rm. 523, Irvis Office Building 
To consider the following: 
* HB 2428: Sunshine Law and Public Meetings. The bill would amend the Sunshine Act to facilitate the creation 
of local rules allowing meetings to be broadcast online and allow public comment via authorized 
telecommunications devices. A political subdivision or municipal authority offering internet broadcast or remote 
public comment with those options would need to include information regarding the broadcast or public comment to 
in its existing public notices and meeting minutes. 
  
In State News… 
  
Secretary Resignations – Noe Ortega, PA Secretary of Education, announced last week that he is resigning from 
the position the end of April. Gov. Wolf has appointed Eric Hagarty to serve as Acting Secretary upon Ortega’s 
leaving the department. Hagarty currently serves as Gov. Wolf’s Deputy Chief of Staff responsible for implementing 
the governor’s priorities and policies relating to education. In addition to Ortega’s resignation, Gov. Tom Wolf 
announced that Department of Health (DOH) Acting Secretary Keara Klinepeter will resign from her position on 
April 22, with Physician General Dr. Denise Johnson set to fill the role. 
  
Chapter 49 Final-Form Amendments – Final-form amendments to 22 Pa. Code Chapter 49 (Certification of 
Professional Personnel) were published in the April 23, 2022 edition of the Pennsylvania Bulletin and are now in 
effect. The rulemaking has two aims: conforming the chapter to changes in State statute and enhancing educator 
preparedness by establishing new training requirements related to culturally responsive and sustaining education 
(CR-SE), structured literacy and professional ethics. The majority of amendments in this final-form rulemaking 
make technical amendments to either align provisions of Chapter 49 with statutory changes, clarify language or 
update language for relevancy. The balance of amendments establish new competencies to be incorporated both 
in preservice instruction for individuals preparing to enter the education profession and in training delivered through 
induction programs and professional development for current educators. This final-form rulemaking also 
strengthens supports for beginning educators by extending the length of induction programs and requires annual 
reporting of data on students admitted, retained and graduated from educator preparation programs including 
disaggregated data for students of color and economically disadvantaged students. 
  
In National News… 
 
New Survey of Teachers: It’s Not Good – It’s not an easy time to be a teacher. In fact, teachers’ job satisfaction 
levels are at an all-time low, they’re working long hours for what they consider to be inadequate pay, and nearly half 
of the workforce is considering quitting. Those are some of the stark new findings from the Merrimack College 
Teacher Survey, a nationally representative poll of more than 1,300 teachers that was conducted by 
the EdWeek Research Center and commissioned by the Winston School of Education and Social Policy at 
Merrimack College. The survey, which was conducted between Jan. 9 and Feb. 23, was designed to replace the 
MetLife Survey of the American Teacher, which ran for more than 25 years and ended in 2012. The results paint a 
picture of a disillusioned, exhausted workforce. Teachers say they’re under pressure with little support and 
increasingly high expectations. Students have greater academic and social-emotional needs than ever before, and 
teachers are drained from two-plus years of pandemic teaching. Also, teachers are at the center of divisive 
political and cultural debates. Read the rest of the story: “‘Disrespected’ and ‘Dissatisfied': 7 Takeaways 
From a New Survey of Teachers” (from Education Week, 4/15/22). 
  
Florida: Rejecting Math Textbooks Over ‘Prohibited’ Terms – The Florida Department of Education has 
rejected a spate of math resources submitted for state adoption, claiming the materials improperly promote “critical 
race theory” and include references to the popular concept of social-emotional learning. The decision represents a 
striking escalation of the cultural battles focused on classroom lessons that have been repeatedly fueled by 
Republican state officials across the country over the past year. And it’s the clearest example to date of how those 
political fights may affect the work of curriculum providers, who have traditionally regarded Florida as a critical 
market for selling their materials. In a press statement released Friday, Florida Commissioner of Education 
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Richard Corcoran said that more than four in 10 of the math materials submitted for approval were “impermissible.” 
He pointed to lack of alignment with Florida’s standards, and the inclusion of “prohibited” topics—specifically 
naming critical race theory, the use of the common core state standards, and the “unsolicited” inclusion of social-
emotional learning in math. The press statement was headlined, “Florida Rejects Publishers’ Attempts to 
Indoctrinate Florida Students.” Read the rest of the story: “Florida Officials Reject Long List of Math Resources, 
Citing References to Critical Race Theory and SEL” (from Education Week, 4/18/22). 
  
Banning Books – Students in one Pennsylvania school district were not allowed to read a biography of the first 
Black president, Barack Obama. In some Tennessee classrooms, a nonfiction comic book about the atrocities of 
the Holocaust is banned. And one school district in Wisconsin banned from libraries a picture book about a gay 
rights activist who was assassinated. In the last nine months, hundreds of books across dozens of states are being 
banned at an alarming rate. A majority of the bans feature books written by authors who are people of 
color, LGBTQ+, Black and Indigenous, and feature characters from marginalized groups. And now, state 
Republican lawmakers are joining the movement, spurred by ultra-conservative groups, to ban books from public 
schools and libraries. This year in Arizona, Republicans put forth a measure that would ban schools from 
teaching or directing students to study any material that is “sexually explicit.” In Florida, Gov. Ron DeSantis 
recently signed a bill to allow parents greater opportunity to review, and potentially object to, school library books 
that they find “inappropriate.” 
And in Idaho, state House Republicans passed a bill that would allow librarians to be prosecuted for allowing 
minors to check out material deemed harmful. Some of the states with the most aggressive book bans include 
Texas with 713 bans, Pennsylvania with 456 bans, and Florida with 204 bans. Read the rest of the story: “LGBTQ 
Community, People of Color in the Crosshairs of Banned Book Movement” (from Pennsylvania Capital-
Star, 4/18/22). 
  
National Teacher of the Year – Kurt Russell, a veteran high school history teacher in Oberlin, Ohio, has been 
named the 2022 National Teacher of the Year. Russell plans to use his platform as National Teacher of the Year to 
advocate for culturally responsive curricula and a more diverse teaching profession. And Russell said his own 
students have “grown tremendously” from having a curriculum that reflects the diversity of their experiences. “Mr. 
Russell always strives for every student to succeed in his classroom,” said Cam Thompson, a senior. “He wants us 
to truly engage with one another and embrace new ideas,” said senior Anna Fritz. “The biggest lesson I’ve learned 
from him is to confront the uncomfortable.” Some of the electives Russell teaches—like one on race, gender, and 
oppression, which has a unit on the Black Lives Matter movement—would likely be controversial, but Russell said 
they’re popular among students of all races at his school. In February, he told Education Week that he feels he 
has a responsibility to tell the truth to students. “Adults feel as though our students are unable to have these tough 
conversations. Students don’t feel that way in my experience,” he said. “Students are willing, and it makes students 
more engaged in the learning process.” (from Education Week, 4/19/22) 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
April 25…….. Advocacy Day at the Capitol 
April 27…….. ‘Now What?’ Webinar – focus on resources 
May 22-24…. Women’s Caucus Conference (Hershey) 
May 23……… Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
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