
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
  
The Push Against Childhood Immunizations – Three out of every four U.S. children have been infected with the 
coronavirus and more than half of all Americans had signs of previous infections, Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention researchers estimated in a recent report. The researchers examined blood samples from more than 
200,000 Americans and looked for virus-fighting antibodies made from infections, not vaccines. They found that 
signs of past infection rose dramatically between December and February, when the more contagious omicron 
variant surged through the U.S. For Americans of all ages, about 34% had signs of prior infection in December. 
Just two months later, 58% did. In the CDC report, the most striking increase was in children. The percentage of 
those 17 and under with antibodies rose from about 45% in December to about 75% in February. Read the rest of 
the story: “CDC Estimates 3 in 4 Kids Have Had Coronavirus Infections” (from US News, 4/26/22). 
  
Action Needed: School Nutrition Waivers – AASA is asking school officials to contact their members of 
Congress and urge them to extend the child nutrition waivers. 
  
Early in the pandemic, Congress gave the U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) the authority to issue child 
nutrition waivers so schools districts could adapt their meal programs to provide meals to children even as buildings 
were closed and social distancing measures were in place. Without action from Congress, these child nutrition 
waivers will expire on June 30, discontinuing breakfast, lunch and afterschool meal options for millions of 
students and leaving school nutrition programs without the support they need to feed students amidst supply chain 
challenges, increased costs and labor shortages. 
  
Congress must extend the child nutrition waivers that districts need to ensure children still have access to school 
meals and districts receive increased reimbursement for the meals they serve given these operational challenges. 
Bills have been introduced in the House and Senate that would extend the waivers through School Year 2022-23. 
Tell your members of Congress to support this legislation and extend the waivers now. Click here for information. 
  
Questions about Reading Recovery Program – One of the world's most widely used reading intervention 
programs for young children has taken another hit to its credibility. Reading Recovery — a one-on-one tutoring 
program for first graders — has long been controversial because it's based on a theory about how people read that 
was disproven decades ago by cognitive scientists. A 2019 story by APM Reports helped bring public attention to 
the fact that reading programs based on this theory teach the strategies struggling readers use to get by. In other 
words: Children are taught to read the way that poor readers read. Now, a new, federally funded study has found 
that, by third and fourth grade, children who received Reading Recovery had lower scores on state reading tests 
than a comparison group of children who did not receive Reading Recovery. Read the rest of the story: “A Popular 
Program for Teaching Kids to Read Just Took Another Hit to Its Credibility” (from NPR, 5/5/22). 
  
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
  
State Revenue – Pennsylvania collected $6.5 billion in General Fund revenue in April, which was $1.8 billion, or 
38.7 percent, over estimate, and the most tax revenue ever collected in a single month. Fiscal year-to-date General 
Fund collections total $40.7 billion, which is $4.5 billion, or 12.4 percent, above estimate. 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – The Capitol has been very quiet, with both the House and Senate in recess until May 23. 
Beginning on that date, both chambers are scheduled to return to Harrisburg for 18 session days through June 30 
or until a budget is finalized. 
  
In State News… 
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State Board of Education Actions – The State Board of Education last week took the following actions: 
* voted to approve Pennsylvania Alternate System of Assessment (PASA) Performance Level Descriptors; 
* voted to approve Establishment of COVID-19 as an Extenuating Circumstance for Waivers Under Section 121 of 
the School Code for Students in the Graduating Classes of 2024 and 2025; and 
* failed to approve establishment of a Two Score Composite as an Extenuating Circumstance for Waivers Under 
Section 121 of the School Code for Students Who Were Eligible for the Act 136 Non-numerical Exemption. 
According to Sen. Scott Martin (R-Lancaster), chairman of the Senate Education Committee, only the General 
Assembly has the authority to take such action. The measure, proposed by the Secretary of Education, failed by 
one vote. As a result, unless the General Assembly takes action, students in the classes of 2024 and 2025 will 
have fewer options for an alternative means of meeting graduation requirements. [NOTE: There currently are seven 
vacancies on the State Board of Education.] 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
May 22-24…. Women’s Caucus Conference (Hershey) 
May 23……… Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
May 30……… PASA office closed 
June 6………. Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 

https://www.stateboard.education.pa.gov/Documents/About%20the%20Board/Board%20Actions/2022/PASA%20PLD%20Final.pdf

