
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
  
Children, Emotional Growth & the Pandemic – he challenges of returning from remote learning combined with 
responding to the stress of adults during a national crisis have led some children to struggle with their emotions and 
with social routines, school and district administrators told Education Week. In some cases, that leads students to 
withdraw, they said. In others, it may lead them to act out or seek attention. In a national survey of educators 
administered by the EdWeek Research Center in January, 39 percent of respondents said that “compared to prior 
to the pandemic in 2019, the social skills and emotional maturity levels” of their current students are “much less 
advanced.” Forty-one percent said their students’ were “somewhat less advanced” in those areas, and 16 percent 
said they were “about the same” as their pre-pandemic peers. The data come as states and school districts 
continue to design and adapt recovery plans, many of which place a heavy emphasis on helping students with 
mental health, emotional stability, and regaining a sense of normalcy. But they face hurdles: schools have struggled 
to attract and retain staff in all areas, including counselors and social workers; the evolving nature of the pandemic 
has stressed employees, too; and children respond to the stress of adults around them. Read the rest of the 
story: “Educators See Gaps in Kids’ Emotional Growth Due to Pandemic” (from Education Week, 2/24/22). 
  
Covering the Cost of School Meals – Families with children affected by COVID-19 closings should soon see 
relief with federal approval of a program that will cover the costs of school meals after the pandemic disrupted 
traditional operations. The U.S. Department of Agriculture approved Pennsylvania’s Pandemic Electronic Benefits 
Transfer (P-EBT) Plan for the 2021-22 school year, the state Department of Human Services announced last 
Wednesday.  Children who received free or reduced-price school meals are eligible for these 2021-22 school year 
benefits if their school was closed or had reduced hours for at least five consecutive days because of the pandemic 
and if the student was absent due to COVID-19.  The department said that eligible families should expect to receive 
program benefits in mid-to-late June. (from the Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 5/11/22) 
  
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
  
District ARP Timeline: From AASA – AASA has been sounding the alarm for months with federal officials that 
district leaders are concerned about the timeline for spending ARP funding for school facility upgrades and HVAC 
updates by September 2024. Last week the U.S. Department of Education sent a letter back to AASA clarifying 
that they will allow states and districts an additional 18 months to liquidate ARP funding for school facility 
upgrades/HVAC work. This means that if the contract for these projects is signed by the district by September 
2024, then the project does not need to be liquidated and the ARP funds completely spent through March 2026. 
Further, the letter alludes to the ability of districts to potentially receive an extension of up to five years if there are 
extenuating circumstances. 
  
Districts do not need to individually apply for this flexibility, but states do have to apply on behalf of districts. Based 
on our conversations with CCSSO and other state groups, we feel confident that SEAs will not hesitate to apply for 
this additional spending runway, and the process for them to do so is a familiar and straightforward one. The 
Department will not release a waiver application for states until closer to 2024, but rest assured that it will be 
available, and superintendents should feel confident that you have more time to complete and draw down funding 
for these projects. Of note, the letter does allude to the ability of districts to potentially receive an extension beyond 
18 months if there are extenuating circumstances. However, this extension does not change the obligation for 
districts to obligate (i.e. sign contracts) by September 2024, which is only something Congress can change. 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – The Capitol is pretty much a dead zone this week in preparation for tomorrow’s primary. Both 
the House and Senate are scheduled to return to Harrisburg next Monday for 18 session days through June 30 or 
until a budget is finalized. 
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Legislative Schedule – 
  
Wednesday, May 25 
Performance-Based Budget Board 
10:30 a.m., Room 418, Main Capitol 
Hearing to vote on the IFO’s review of the Department of Education 
  
In State News… 
  
‘School Choice’ Money and Political Campaigns – Pennsylvania Republican governor candidate 
Bill McSwain raised more than $6 million in April, easily surpassing his primary opponents, but most of it came from 
a single political-action committee championing school choice. McSwain’s eye-popping haul reported in 
the campaign finance filing for the period covering March 29 to May 2 was boosted by $4.9 million in contributions 
from the Commonwealth Children’s Choice Fund. The fund’s website says it “supports candidates for state and 
local office in Pennsylvania who are passionate about expanding educational opportunity for children throughout 
the commonwealth.” Filings show the Fund gave McSwain $200,000 on April 1 and 8 and then $4.5 million on April 
25. (from pennlive.com, 5/11/22) 
 
The Fund has connections to Jeffrey Yass and the Commonwealth Foundation. Yass is the co-founder and 
managing director of Montgomery County-based Susquehanna International Group. But, as the 6th richest person 
in the country, he’s more ubiquitously known as a sugar daddy and sole funder for many elected officials and 
political front groups throughout Pennsylvania (as reported in Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 1/27/22). In 
addition, previous reporting by Pennsylvania Spotlight (6/4/19) shows how the Commonwealth Foundation and 
their donors regularly exploit EITC tax credits. The Commonwealth Foundation, an outspoken critic of public school 
districts and promoter of charter schools and vouchers, established a pass-through entity called “Commonwealth 
Kids LLC” in 2017 which received close to $3 million from the EITC and OSTC programs in tax credits. Additional 
records show a second pass-through entity named the Joshua Kids LLC also has connections to the 
Commonwealth Foundation.  
 
Pennsylvania is beginning to see how Yass and the political network associated with the Commonwealth 
Foundation are beginning to spend the millions they are sitting on. A day before Governor Wolf’s budget address, 
leaders from the Commonwealth Foundation held their annual “Budget Briefing” in front of Pennsylvania 
Republican legislators and leaders. Pennsylvania Spotlight obtained notes from the meeting that highlights their 
budget priorities for the 2022-2023 budget. The meeting was led by Commonwealth Foundation Senior Vice 
President Nathan Benefield and documents show that the organization wants to use a portion of the remaining 
money from the American Rescue Plan to expand scholarship tax credits for privatized education that double as tax 
write-offs. In addition, the Commonwealth Foundation is targeting state legislators with mailers discussing 
additional legislation geared at defunding public schools. Read the rest of the story: “Jeffrey Yass and the 
Commonwealth Foundation Target Some Democrats, Support Others” (from Pennsylvania Spotlight, 4/11/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
May 22-24…. Women’s Caucus Conference (Hershey) 
May 23……… Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
May 30……… PASA office closed 
June 6………. Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
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https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/who-is-jeffrey-yass-and-why-is-he-such-a-big-problem-for-pennsylvania-opinion/
http://www.paspotlight.org/2019/profiting-off-the-backs-of-pas-children-commonwealth-kids-llc-exposed/
http://www.paspotlight.org/2022/jeffrey-yass-and-commonwealth-foundation-target-democrats-supports-others/
http://www.paspotlight.org/2022/jeffrey-yass-and-commonwealth-foundation-target-democrats-supports-others/

