
 
 
 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
  
E-Rate and WiFi on School Buses – A new FCC proposal wants to make it easier for students to get their 
homework done on bus rides to and from school or when traveling for sporting events or other activities. FCC Chair 
Jessica Rosenworcel announced a proposal on May 11 that would allow the use of federal E-rate funding for Wi-Fi 
in school buses. The proposal would clarify that the use of Wi-Fi, or similar access-point technologies, on school 
buses “serves an educational purpose” and is therefore eligible for E-Rate funding. “Wiring our school buses is a 
practical step we can take that is consistent with the history of the E-rate program,” Rosenworcel said in a 
statement. “This commonsense change could help kids who have no broadband at home.” Read the rest of the 
story: “Internet on School Buses: FCC Eyes E-Rate Change to Expand Access” (from Education 
Week, 5/12/22). 
  
Teachers of Color in PA – There are over 630,000 students in Pennsylvania who have zero teachers of color. 
That’s just one finding from a new report from Research for Action, a Philadelphia-based group that does critical 
research about education in the Keystone State. Studies have shown for years that the teaching profession 
is dominated by white women. But Pennsylvania has a particularly large gap between students and teachers of 
color. When RFA issued the 2020 version of this report, only New Hampshire, Nebraska and Indiana had a bigger 
disparity. Read the rest of the story: “Report: More Than One Third Of Pennsylvania School Districts Have 
Zero Teachers Of Color” (from forbes.com, 5/10/22). 
  
School Masking in Philadelphia – With COVID-19 cases rising, Philadelphia schools will require all students and 
staff to put their masks back on come Monday — and until further notice. “As we’ve learned since the pandemic 
began, the coronavirus continues to evolve and so too will our response to it,” Superintendent William R. Hite Jr. 
said in an email sent to staff Friday afternoon. “As we work together to minimize the spread, please remember that 
our Health and Safety protocols are still in effect, including the importance of notifying the district if you test positive 
for COVID-19.” The decision, which Hite said came at the recommendation of the city health department, affects 
students and staff in schools and on school buses. (from The Philadelphia Inquirer, 5/20/22) 
  
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
  
PA Unemployment Rate – According to the Pennsylvania Department of Labor & Industry,  Pennsylvania's 
unemployment rate was down one-tenth of a percentage point over the month to 4.8 percent in April. The U.S. 
unemployment rate was unchanged over the month, remaining at 3.6 percent. The commonwealth's unemployment 
rate was 2.1 percentage points below its April 2021 level, and the national rate was down 2.4 percentage points 
over the year. 
  
In Legislative News… 
  
Session Update – Both the House and Senate return to Harrisburg this week for a scheduled 18 session days 
through June 30 or until a budget is finalized. During this time of year, with just over a month for the legislature and 
Gov. Wolf to finalize a state budget for 2022-23, expect to see bills suddenly appear on committee and/or floor 
schedules or get moved from each chamber’s appropriations committee to the floor for consideration with little 
notice. For example, as of Sunday evening (May 22), neither the House nor the Senate appropriations committees 
had posted which bills they would be “approving” and sending to the respective chamber floors for consideration 
this week. Stay alert! 
  
Committee Schedule – 
  
Monday, May 23 
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House Education Committee 
10 a.m., Irvis Office Bldg. 
To consider the following bills: 
* SB 224: Teacher Certification Reciprocity. The bill would simplify the process for out-of-state teachers to obtain 
certification in Pennsylvania by allowing an out-of-state candidate who has completed any state-approved educator 
preparation program (which includes field placement/student teaching) from an accredited institution of higher 
education to be eligible for a comparable in-state instructional certification. The bill also would require PDE to 
recognize and accept out-of-state candidates’ qualifying scores on equivalent content tests toward PDE’s testing 
and certification requirements. Further, the legislation would grant Pennsylvania certification to any candidate who 
holds a valid certificate issued by the National Board for Professional Teaching Standards. SB 224 passed the 
Senate 48-0 in October 2021. PASA supports the bill. 
* SB 932: Educational Tax Credits. The bill would revise the current definition of household income to explicitly 
state that payments received from any governmental agency as a result of the pandemic cannot be included in 
calculating one’s household income when determining eligibility. In addition, the bill would revise the current 
definition of “school-related fees” under the context of the EITC and OSTC programs to allow for the use of 
program dollars for dual enrollment courses. The bill passed the Senate in December 2021 by a vote of 33-
16. PASA opposes any bill that diverts to private and sectarian schools with no taxpayer accountability or 
transparency revenues that should go to the General Fund and the support of state obligations, including 
funding for public education. 
* PULLED FROM THE AGENDA -  HB 2063: Mandatory Recess. The bill would require schools to provide at 
least thirty minutes of recess and thirty minutes of lunch for all students. Additionally, schools would be prohibited 
from replacing a student’s lunch or recess time with assessments, additional coursework or instruction, unless 
requested by the student. The bill does allow an exception for medical reasons or IEP purposes. PASA opposes 
the bill and expressed its opposition to the committee last week when the schedule was posted. The bill is 
problematic in its implementation. For example, schools do not provide "free play" for middle and high school 
students. In addition, many schools do not have the space to give 30-minute periods for lunch. HB 2063 also does 
not provide for special circumstances such as weather conditions, during which lunch and recess are disrupted, 
and takes away a school’s scheduling flexibility, which may require extending the school day to allow for these 
“mandatory free times.”  While PASA and school officials understand the importance of free time for students and 
agree that this time should be available to students to the greatest extent possible, this should be a local decision 
made by educators closest to each individual student and school situation. 
  
Tuesday, May 24 
Senate Education Committee 
10:30 a.m., 8E-A East Wing 
Although the list of bills to be considered on Tuesday were not posted on the General Assembly as of Sunday 
evening, the following bills are expected to be on the agenda: 
* Senate Bill (still not in print or numbered): Pathway to Graduation. This legislation will create a new, 
temporary two-score composite pathway for students impacted by the waivers issued under Act 136.  Students 
using this graduation pathway will be required to take two out of the three Keystone exams and earn one score of 
at least a “Proficient” and one score of at least “Basic” on those two exams.  The composite score would be 
calculated by the Department of Education and ratified by the State Board of Education as was done for the three-
score composite pathway. PASA supports the bill. Students excused from taking a Keystone exam in 2020 
should not be inadvertently prevented from pursuing one of our graduation pathways.  
* HB 972: Transgender Students and Sports. The bill, named the “Fairness in Women’s Sports Act,” would 
prohibit students who are “biologically male” from participating on scholastic or interscholastic athletic teams or 
sports designated for females, women or girls, provides for legal recourse for students who has been “deprived of 
an opportunity” due to a violation of the prohibition, and provides legal protections for school entities complying with 
the act. The House passed HB 972 in April, 115-84, with most Republicans voting yes and most Democrats 
opposed. 
* HB 1041: Homeschool Students. The bill requires a school district to develop policies and procedures to permit 
a child who is enrolled in a home education program to participate, on the same basis as other students enrolled in 
the school district, in any co-curricular activity that merges extra-curricular activities with a required academic class, 
including, but not limited to, band or orchestra, must permit a child who is enrolled in a home education program to 
take up to four academic courses at a time, and must allow a home schooled student to participate in a career and 
technical education program on the same basis as other students enrolled in the school district, provided they meet 
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requirements. The bill was amended in the House as follows: allows for homeschooler enrollment “pursuant to the 
policies and procedures of the school district of residence,” as would be applied to other students enrolled in the 
district; requires the student to comply with all policies, rules and regulations or their equivalent of the district of 
residence; requires the student to be included in the ADM of the district calculated by counting the time the student 
spends in the school program on a pro rata basis; provides that, for enrollment in CTs, districts can consider 
enrollment consistent with seat allocation agreements between districts or consistent with policies and procedures 
in a district operated CT program; requires the student to comply with all policies, rules and regulations of the 
district of residence and CT center; requires any CT grades to be provided to the home education program 
supervisor for the student’s portfolio records; clarifies that those students may utilize district transportation to and 
from a CT center but dependent on available space; calculates and counts student enrollment in a CT center 
regarding ADM the same as such enrollment in the district’s classes and programs. HB 1041 passed the House in 
November, 136-41. PASA opposes this bill. This should be a local school district decision, as it now exists. 
Instead of implementing this complicated process, parents of homeschooled students can simply enroll their 
children in the school district and all the above will be resolved. If a student is spending half of his/her day at the 
public school or all day at the CTE, and participating in co-curricular activities, they are close to being a full-time 
student. 
* HB 2045: Early Literacy Program. The bill would create a statewide early literacy program. Beginning in the 
2021-2022 school year, the PA Department of Education would work with school districts to address student 
reading needs in a program focused on the “Science of Reading,” an evidence-based reading instructional practice 
that integrates listening, speaking, reading, spelling, and writing. As amended, the bill makes it voluntary for school 
entities to participate and include in their professional education plans training in the science of reading. The House 
passed HB 2045 unanimously in January. PASA does not oppose the bill, as it provides some options for 
districts’ induction and professional development plans as required under Chapter 49. 
* HB 2169: Voucher Bill. The bill, which narrowly passed the House last month with a 104-98 vote, establishes the 
“Lifeline Scholarship” to give parents of any student in grades 1-12 residing within the attendance areas of the 
lowest-achieving public schools with vouchers to pay for tuition in an “alternative academic setting.” Eligible 
students must have attended a public school in the preceding school year, received funds from the program in the 
preceding school year, would be attending first grade for the first time in the next school year, are in foster care, 
were recently adopted, or whose parent is full-time military. Both special needs and regular ed students meeting 
that criteria would be eligible. The bill calculates the voucher by taking all state revenue (minus transportation) 
provided to a school district, including property tax relief money and pension reimbursement, and dividing by a 
school district’s average daily membership (ADM) to calculate the base voucher amount. For students with 
disabilities, the base voucher amount would then be multiplied by the appropriate weights in the special education 
funding formula – depending on the severity of a student’s disability. Based on this formula, some districts would 
have exceptionally large amounts of their subsidies dedicated to vouchers. In addition, the only accountability in the 
program would be requiring the Auditor General to conduct random audits of the scholarship program each 
year.  There would be no requirement for annual audits or reporting by all recipients or receiving 
entities. PASA strongly opposes HB 2169. It is yet another attempt to create the beginnings of an 
unconstitutional, unaccountable statewide voucher program that would drain money from the school districts that 
need it most and allow public tax dollars to be transferred to private and religious schools. In addition, the bill would 
establish the framework for a statewide voucher program. PASA opposes any bill that seeks to divert public 
funds from struggling public schools to nonpublic schools. 
  
Wednesday, May 25 
  
Performance-Based Budget Board 
10:30 a.m., Room 418, Main Capitol 
Hearing to vote on the IFO’s review of the Department of Education 
  
House Local Government Committee 
Call of the Chair, Rm. 515, Irvis Office Bldg. 
To consider: 
* HB 955: Public Advertising Flexibility. The bill allows counties, municipalities, and school districts to advertise 
public notices either electronically or in printed format by choosing from a menu of options. PASA supports the 
bill. 
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Friday, June 3 
Senate Democratic Policy Committee 
10:00 a.m., Norristown Area HS, 1900 Eagle Dr., Norristown 
Public hearing with Senators Kearney, Muth, and Cappelletti on student voices in education 
  
In State News… 
  
Final-Form Regulations: Academic Standards – The Independent Regulatory Review Commission (IRRC) last 
Thursday unanimously approved final-form regulations (Appendix A and Appendix B) that amend Chapter 4 to 
update existing science standards, clarify expectations for high school graduation, and align the regulation with 
statutory changes. Specifically, the rulemaking replaces the Commonwealth’s current Academic Standards for 
Science and Technology (2002) and Academic Standards for Environment and Ecology (2002) with the 
Pennsylvania Integrated Standards for Science, Environment, Ecology, Technology and Engineering (Grades K—
5), Pennsylvania Integrated Standards/b; Science, Environment and Ecology (Grades 6—12), and Pennsylvania 
Technology and Engineering Academic Standards (Grades 6-12). The new academic standards, presented in 
Appendix B-I, will take effect on July 1, 2025. The final-form regulation also make technical revisions to conform 
certain provisions of the regulation with statutory changes enacted by the General Assembly to high school 
graduation requirements, compulsory school age, and terminology replacing references to “vocational-technical 
education” with “Career and Technical Education.” 
  
More on the ‘School Choice’ Money Trail – Since 2010, Jeffrey Yass, a Montgomery County investor and 
Pennsylvania’s richest denizen, has given $41.7 million to Students First, the Wynnewood-based political action 
committee he founded with two fellow traders. And over the years, Yass has increasingly become its sole funder, 
his donations growing bigger. The PAC either gives directly to candidates, often Democrats, or funnels money to 
another committee, often ones linked to the school choice movement. Yass did not directly respond to requests for 
comment. In an emailed statement, Students First PAC said it backed candidates who “have a track record of 
supporting educational choice or are philosophically supportive of educational choice,” and that its spending 
counterbalances the influence of teachers unions. Read the rest of the story: “Pa.’s Richest Person Has Spent at 
Least $18 Million on the 2022 Primary — Mostly to Influence One Issue” (from SpotlightPA, 5/16/22). 
  
Solar Power and Schools – According to a new report by clean energy nonprofit Generation180, the amount of 
solar installed at K-12 schools in Pennsylvania almost doubled from 2020-2022, with Pittsburgh’s Woodland Hills 
School District listed as one of its success stories. “I think schools being part of the shift to clean energy is really 
important because not only is it an opportunity to have an impact on the environment, but it also impacts the 
students, it impacts taxpayers, because there’s significant cost savings associated with it,” Shannon Crooker, the 
Pa. director for Generation 180, said. Only 2 percent of schools in the state, which is a total of 108, produce their 
own solar power. Read the rest of the story: “Pa. Schools Have Doubled Their Solar Power Use Since 
2020” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 5/22/22). 
  
On the PASA Calendar… 
  
May 30……… PASA office closed 
June 6………. Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
June 13………Legislative Committee Zoom meeting (8 a.m.) 
June 21………Superintendent of the Year reception (Lehigh Univ.) 
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