
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates:  
 
Listen Now:  
 
PASA Executive Director, Dr. Sherri Smith was recently featured on the Plexuss Education Leadership 
Podcast with David Linnevers. You can listen to the 36-minute interview here.  
 
Save the Date:  
 
Aspiring to Leadership: PASA is proud to host a virtual workshop on Friday, February 3, 2023, from 10 
a.m. – 2:15 p.m. focused on individuals who are “Aspiring to Leadership” specifically focusing on the 
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent positions. This program continues to be very timely and is 
much needed as we continue to see a tremendous amount of change over in key leadership positions 
across our state.  
 
PA Summit for Educational Leaders: PASA and the Pennsylvania Principals Association will host the 
PA Summit for Educational Leaders August 6-8, 2023 at The Alloy King of Prussia and Upper Merion 
Area High School. Act 45 PIL Hours Available. Look for more information in the new year! 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
 
School Shootings in 2022: 4 Key Takeaways— Education Week counted more school shootings in 
2022 than in any calendar year since its journalists began tracking them in 2018. Fresh conversations 
about school safety and gun laws started after a May 24 attack at Robb Elementary School in Uvalde, 
Texas. A gunman killed 19 students and two teachers that day while poor communication and planning 
led to a delayed police response. But the lives of students, educators, and communities were also 
changed by smaller-scale events that drew far fewer headlines. Read the rest of the story:  “School 
Shootings in 2022: 4 Key Takeaways” (from The EducationWeek, 12/31/22) 
 
 
What Researchers Learned From Analyzing Decades of Civil Rights Complaints Against 
Schools— More than 40 percent of all public school districts have had a complaint filed against them with 
the Department of Education for an alleged civil rights violation over the past 20 years. But large districts 
where Black students are disproportionately represented have a higher likelihood of having complaints 
filed, not just for racial discrimination, but also for violations of civil rights statutes that protect against 
discrimination based on disability and sex. That’s according to a study by two Pennsylvania State 
University researchers published last month, which analyzed every single complaint filed with the Office of 
Civil Rights between 1999 and 2019. Read the rest of the story: “What Researchers Learned From 
Analyzing Decades of Civil Rights Complaints Against Schools” (from EducationWeek, 12/30/22) 
 
 
In State News… 
 
A Year in Review: Exclusive Sit-Down Interview with PA Acting Secretary of Education — Schools 
have been among the hardest hit by the pandemic, feeling the effects in shutdowns, staffing and virtual 
learning. As this calendar year comes to a close and a new administration prepares to take office come 
the new year, CBS 21 News’ Samantha York sat down one-on-one with Acting Secretary of Education 
Eric Hagarty to look back on the major changes education has undergone in the last 12 months. Read the 
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rest of the story: “A Year In Review: Exclusive Sit-Down Interview with PA Acting Secretary of 
Education” (from CBS 21, 12/7/22) 
 
 
This Philly High School Is ‘A Model For What Can Happen in PA’ Gov. Wolf Said — In 2013, Paul 
Robeson High School was on life support, targeted by the Philadelphia School District for closure as the 
school system coped with the fallout from crippling state budget cuts. On Tuesday, Gov. Tom Wolf and a 
stage full of dignitaries called Robeson a school that the rest of the state would do well to emulate.  Read 
the rest of the story: “This Philly High School Is A Model For What Can Happen In PA’ Gov. Wolf 
Said” (from Philadelphia Inquirer, 12/21/22) 
 

Progressives are organizing to Monitor PA School Boards in Pushback to Book Bans, ‘Harmful’ 
Actions — Parent Stephanie Jamison feels like she’s playing defense anticipating the next accusations 
that will confront the Souderton Area School District: Suggestions of pornography harbored in school 
libraries. Claims of “political and sexual indoctrination” in classrooms. A mother’s allegation, spread widely 
on social media, that teachers encouraged and concealed her child’s gender transition. Similar issues 
have been voiced in other communities. To Jamison, who started a group for progressive parents in her 
district, the complaints — many levied by a rival camp of conservatives that has become a vocal presence 
on social media and at school board meetings — feel coordinated. Read the rest of the story: 
“Progressives are Organizing to Monitor PA School Boards in Pushback to Book Bans, ‘Harmful’ 
Actions” (from The Philadelphia Inquirer, 1/2/23) 

 
In National and International News… 
 
How School Funding Falls Short, by the Numbers– America’s convoluted system for funding public 
schools results in highly unequal circumstances for school districts and their students depending on their 
home state. That’s the central takeaway from Making the Grade 2022, the latest iteration of an annual 
report from the nonprofit Education Law Center on school finance differences among states. Read the 
rest of the story: “How School Funding Falls Short, by the Numbers” (from EducationWeek, 12/28/22) 
 
The Struggle For Democracy and the Future of Public Education— Gislaine Ngounou is worried 
about the future of democracy and public education in the United States. Ngounou has spent her 
career in and around education, from the Kansas City school system through Hartford Public Schools and 
PDK International. These days she is serving as the president and CEO of the Nellie Mae Education 
Foundation. Nellie Mae was founded in 1990 with a mission to “stimulate transformative change of public 
education in New England.” These days it is focused on a mission to use “its power and privilege as a 
philanthropic institution to advance racial equity.” Read the rest of the story:  “The Struggle for 
Democracy and the Future of Public Education” (from Forbes, 12/29/22) 
 
Teachers in the U.S. Face Low Pay Relative to Their Level of Education — Teachers in the U.S. are 
paid less that the average full-time worker, are underpaid for their level of education, and have 
experienced real wage declines for the past decade.  Read the rest of the story: “Teachers in the U.S. 
Face Low Pay Relative to Their Level of Education” (from U.S.A. Facts, 11/11/22 

 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: Jan. 3 at noon. 
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: Jan. 3 at noon.  
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No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
January 9-10:  New Superintendents’ Academy Part 3: Professional & Community Leadership 
January 17,18  Understanding the Basic Education Formula (One day, held at Penn College of 

Technology in Williamsport and at I.U. 18.) 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pasa-net.org/calendar_list.asp

