
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates:  
 
Additional educators needed?  
The Pennsylvania Department of Education sent out a reminder recently for those searching for additional 
teachers. The document provides guidance for hiring retired teachers and educators from other states, 
issuing local, temporary certificates for substitute teachers, applying to PDE for emergency permits and 
more.   
 
Virtual Roundtable: Turning the Tide on Opioid Addiction:  
December 16, noon-1 p.m. | Register for free  
About the Roundtable: “Turning the Tide on Opioid Addiction” will feature U.S. Drug Czar Dr. Rahul 
Gupta, our state’s Secretary of Drug and Alcohol Programs Jennifer Smith, Congresswoman Madeleine 
Dean from Philadelphia, Dr. BJ Costello of the University of Pittsburgh who created the Pain Care Pledge 
aimed at decreasing the prescription of opioids in medical treatment, and state lawmakers Jim Struzzi 
and Art Haywood who have been on the forefront of the addiction battle. 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
No Parent Objected to These Books. The School District Kept Them Off the Shelf, Anyway— The 
Duval County school district last year ordered 176 books from the Essential Voices collection, a diverse 
range of curated books representing varied cultural and gender identities and designed to make middle 
schoolers feel represented. When the collection arrived, instead of putting the books on classroom-library 
shelves, the Florida district tabled the titles for review—the status in which they’ve remained for almost a 
year—without any public update or explanation about the process. Advocates calling for making the 
books accessible are unclear if or when the district will make a decision. Meanwhile, the collection 
remains unavailable to the students it was meant to represent. 
Read the rest of the story: “No Parent Objected to These Books. The School District Kept Them Off 
the Shelf, Anyway” (from EducationWeek, 12/9/22) 
 
School Kids Should Eat More Fish, Federal Agency Says— Students looking at their cafeteria 
offerings find a bounty of chicken, beef and pork for lunch. Seafood is scarce. A federal agency says that 
should change. The Government Accountability Office is urging the U.S. Department of Agriculture to 
increase fish in school lunches. Read the rest of the story:  “School Kids Should Eat More Fish, 
Federal Agency Says” (from The Washington Post, 12/8/22) 
 
 
Schools Are Resegregating. There’s a Push for the Supreme Court to Consider That— When the 
U.S. Supreme Court heard nearly five hours of arguments about the consideration of race in higher 
education on Oct. 31, much of the focus was understandably about the details of undergraduate 
admissions at Harvard University and the University of North Carolina. They are the two institutions 
whose practices are being challenged by opponents of affirmative action in the cases. But in a handful of 
briefs filed with the court, and in some of the comments during the lengthy arguments, there were 
reminders that racial diversity among student enrollments remains a delicately pursued but often elusive 
goal in K-12 schools as well. Read the rest of the story: “Schools are Resegregating. There’s a Push 
for the Supreme Court to Consider That” (from EducationWeek, 11/28/22) 
 
In State News… 
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‘Grow Your Own’ Programs Train High Schoolers to Become Teachers. West Chester is Joining 
the Movement to Combat the Teacher Shortage— Nationally, the number of people completing 
teacher education programs from 2011-12 to 2019-20 fell 25%, according to federal data, with steeper 
drops in Pennsylvania and New Jersey. While the percentage of students of color in teacher preparation 
programs nationally has grown, in Pennsylvania, classes have remained overwhelmingly white. In 2018-
19, just 5% were Black and 4% Hispanic. West Chester’s PRIZE program aims to change that. High 
school students will take dual-enrollment classes in teacher education through West Chester at no 
charge. They’ll get internship opportunities and have mentors. The cost of the classes will be covered by 
West Chester and the host school district. They will be offered in person or online, removing 
transportation as a barrier. Read the rest of the story: “’Grow Your Own’ Programs Train High 
Schoolers to Become Teachers. West Chester is Joining the Movement to Combat the  Teacher 
Shortage.” (from Philadelphia Inquirer, 12/11/22) 

Philly Schools’ Head of Finance is Named Shapiro’s Budget Secretary, a Big Loss for the District 
— Uri Monson, the longtime Philadelphia School District chief financial officer, will become 
Pennsylvania’s next budget secretary, Gov. elect Josh Shapiro announced.  Read the rest of the story: 
“Philly Schools’ Head of Finance is Named Shapiro’s Budget Secretary, a Big Loss for the 
District” (from Philadelphia Inquirer, 12/6/22) 
 
Pennsylvania Officials Say School-Based Health Centers are Needed to Bridge Equity Gaps — If a 
student at Building 21 Lab School has a headache, stomach issues, or is feeling sick, they can see a 
doctor or an advanced practice nurse almost immediately, without ever leaving the premises. That’s 
because Building 21, a small district high school in North Philadelphia, opened a school-based health 
center last fall. These kinds of health centers operate within school walls, and provide medical, 
behavioral, and sexual health care to students on site, regardless of insurance status. Supporters say it 
often saves students and their families a trip to a doctor’s office elsewhere. Read the rest of the story: 
“Pennsylvania Officials Say School-Based Health Centers are Needed to Bridge Equity Gaps” 
(from PBS-WHYY, 12/8/22) 
 
 
In National and International News… 
 
School Are Spending Big Bucks on Online Tutoring. Here’s What They’ve Learned– Tutoring works. 
That’s been the message for schools and educators since before the COVID-19 pandemic, with lots of 
research to back it up. But pervasive staffing problems have gotten in the way. That is, until online 
tutoring came along. For decades, companies like Varsity Tutors and FEV Tutor have been offering 
online and virtual tutoring services to school districts. Startups like Paper, which began offering on-
demand tutoring in the 2018-19 school year, seized the pandemic moment and ramped up services. 
Read the rest of the story: “Schools Are Spending Big Bucks on Online Tutoring. Here’s What 
They’ve Learned” (from EducationWeek, 12/9/22) 
 
The Crisis of Student Mental Health is Much Vaster than We Realize The change was gradual. At 
first, Riana Alexander was always tired. Then she began missing classes. She had been an honors 
student at her Arizona high school, just outside Phoenix. But last winter, after the isolation of remote 
learning, then the overload of a full-on return to school, her grades were slipping. She wasn’t eating a lot. 
She avoided friends. Her worried mother searched for mental health treatment. Finally, in the spring, a 
three-day-a-week intensive program for depression helped the teenager steady herself and “want to get 
better,” Alexander said. Then, as she was finding her way, a girl at her school took her own life. Then a 
teen elsewhere in the district did the same. Then another. Read the rest of the story:  “The Crisis of 
Student Mental Health is Much Vaster than We Realize” (from The Washington Post, 12/5/22) 
 
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments held a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their knowledge of 
financial wellness.  The final webinar in this series, Building Towards Your Future will be held on 
December 21 at 4 p.m. Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
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Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
December 13 Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—

Compliance and Potential Unintended Violations 
 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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