
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates:  
 
 
Additional educators needed?  
The Pennsylvania Department of Education sent out a reminder recently for those searching for additional 
teachers. The document provides guidance for hiring retired teachers and educators from other states, 
issuing local, temporary certificates for substitute teachers, applying to PDE for emergency permits and 
more.  
 
Save the Date:  
 
Aspiring to Leadership: PASA is proud to host a virtual workshop on Friday, February 3, 2023, from 10 
a.m. – 2:15 p.m. focused on individuals who are “Aspiring to Leadership” specifically focusing on the 
Superintendent and Assistant Superintendent positions. This program continues to be very timely and is 
much needed as we continue to see a tremendous amount of change over in key leadership positions 
across our state.  
 
 
 PA Summit for Educational Leaders: PASA and the Pennsylvania Principals Association will host the 
PA Summit for Educational Leaders August 6-8, 2023 at The Alloy King of Prussia and Upper Merion 
Area High School. Act 45 PIL Hours Available. Look for more information in the new year! 
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
 
Educators Largely Support Universal Free Meals for Students, But Worry About Complications— 
A push to provide free meals to all students—regardless of their family’s income—is gaining traction 
thanks, in part, to a pandemic-era trial run that brought to light the benefits to children’s well-being and 
academics. In 2020, the U.S. Department of Agriculture issued waivers that allowed school districts to 
offer free meals to all students, no matter their socioeconomic status. Nearly all districts did so, providing 
universal free meals through the 2021-22 school year. But when those waivers expired over the summer, 
the pandemic experiment came to an end for most, and charges resumed. Read the rest of the story:  
“Educators Largely Support Universal Free Meals for Students, But Worry About Complications” 
(from The EducationWeek, 12/14/22) 
 
 
Support for School Vaccine Mandates Is Declining, Survey Shows— A growing share of parents say 
they oppose routine childhood vaccines as a prerequisite for school attendance—a setback for public-
health advocates. In a new survey from the Kaiser Family Foundation, 28 percent of adults said that 
parents should have the choice not to vaccinate their school-age children, even if it creates health risks 
for others. In 2019, 16 percent of adults held that view. Read the rest of the story: “Support for School 
Vaccine Mandates Is Declining, Survey Shows” (from EducationWeek, 12/16/22) 
 
 
 
In State News… 
 
Pitt-Johnstown Announces Partnership with K-12 Schools for Civic Education, Literacy— The 
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University of Pittsburgh at Johnstown announced on Friday that it is partnering with several area K-12 
schools to advance civic learning through its American Civic Education and Literacy Initiative. “This 
initiative sounds like the perfect opportunity for students to purposefully engage with the primary and 
secondary sources meant to encourage democratic mindfulness in a time when civic thoughtfulness and 
engagement are most needed,” Greater Johnstown High School social studies teacher Devin Carosi said 
in a release. Read the rest of the story: “Pitt-Johnstown Announces Partnership with K-12 Schools 
for Civic Education, Literacy” (from The Tribune-Democrat, 12/18/22) 
 
St. Marys Area School District Preparing Students for the Future with Personalized Learning — 
Acting Secretary of Education Eric Hagarty today visited St. Marys Area School District (SMASD) to see 
how the district is preparing students for the workforce of the future. During the visit, he toured the 
district’s Pre-K program, personalized learning “Cyber Commons”, pre-apprenticeship programs, a 
cooperative trout nursery, and the expanded Ruling Our Experiences (ROX) program to empower 5th-
12th grade girls..  Read the rest of the story: “St. Marys Area School District Preparing Students for 
the Future with Personalized Learning” (from Department of Education, 12/13/22) 
 
With PIAA’s New NIL Legislation Comes Potential Pitfalls that Worry Coaches, Executives — The 
month of December always marks the beginning of a hectic time for high school athletic departments. The 
transition from the fall to winter sports seasons, along with the beginning of logistical challenges 
connected to weather delays and holiday breaks, has been known to make things tricky. On top of all the 
existing obstacles, there is now an additional challenge — one that won’t be going away anytime soon. 
Now high school athletic programs in Pennsylvania have to worry about those three hot-button letters: 
NIL. Read the rest of the story: “With PIAA’s New NIL Legislation Comes Potential Pitfalls that Worry 
Coaches, Executives” (from Pittsburgh Post-Gazette, 12/13/22) 

 
 
In National and International News… 
 
Teachers Would Make at Least $60K Under New Federal Bill– Should teachers be paid a minimum 
salary of at least $60,000? A new bill introduced in Congress says yes. The American Teacher Act, 
introduced by Rep. Federica Wilson, D-Fla., on Dec. 14, would incentivize states and school districts to 
increase the minimum K-12 teacher salary to $60,000 and provide yearly adjustments for inflation through 
new federal grants. Read the rest of the story: “Teachers Would Make at Least $60K Under New 
Federal Bill” (from EducationWeek, 12/15/22) 
 
The Coming Education Wars— In case you missed it amid the advertising noise and campaign 
spending avalanche of November’s midterms, 2022 proved to be an incredibly busy — and contentious 
— year for education elections. Fifteen states and the District of Columbia held state school board or 
education superintendent races this year. Roughly 1,800 local board seats across some 560 districts in 
26 states were also up for grabs on Nov. 8, according to the nonpartisan nonprofit Ballotpedia. Who came 
out on top? Nobody. Neither Democrats nor Republicans managed a clean sweep. This means the state 
of education in the United States remains divided sharply along partisan lines — and the education wars 
are likely to continue unabated in 2023 and beyond. Read the rest of the story:  “The Coming Education 
Wars” (from Politico, 12/16/22) 
 
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments held a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their knowledge of 
financial wellness.  The final webinar in this series, Building Towards Your Future will be held on 
December 21 at 4 p.m. Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
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Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
January 9-10:  New Superintendents’ Academy Part 3: Professional & Community Leadership 
January 17,18  Understanding the Basic Education Formula (One day, held at Penn College of 

Technology in Williamsport and at I.U. 18.) 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pasa-net.org/calendar_list.asp

