
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Training reminders:  
 
Starting August 2 
 
VIRTUAL WEBINAR SERIES: Managing the Risks 
 
Superintendents face many difficult challenges serving as schools’ chief education officers. This is 
particularly true during a time when education works to recover and rebuild from over two years of 
disruption from a global pandemic. 
 
Knowing upfront the recent issues that superintendents and school leaders are facing and the common 
missteps to avoid can prevent serious mistakes to your future leadership success.  Whether you are a 
new superintendent or a seasoned veteran, the updates and discussions presented by the panel of 
experts in this series will benefit all.  
 
Register to attend the newly developed PASA Webinar Series “Managing the Risks”, built specifically to 
assist school leaders gain perspective and knowledge to be successful! 
 
Each Webinar is scheduled 11:30 a.m. – 1:00 p.m., including time for participants to ask questions and 
share experiences in breakout room discussions on the topics presented!  
 
Learn more about the seven-part series which kicks off August 2 with School Safety: Prevention and 
Preparedness and register today! 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 

From AASA—Position Paper on School Safety— The continued gun violence in our schools has 
refocused Americans on the question of how to best protect children in our schools. Parents send their 
children off to school in the morning, trusting that they will return home at the end of the school day. Yet 
recent events demonstrate that more attention and more resources to improving school safety must be 
considered thoughtfully and sustained over time.  Read the rest of the story: “Position Paper on School 
Safety” (from AASA, 7/11/22) 
 
 
In State News… 
 
Doug Mastriano Wants to Cut School Funding by Billions—“ All across Pennsylvania, school 
districts reported crisis-level shortages of teachers, nurses, counselors, and support professionals 
over the past year. Substitute teachers, too, are in short supply. 

Policymakers from both parties recognize how serious the situation is. They have come together to 
identify solutions that range from encouraging greater diversity among the teacher workforce to 
investing the resources our schools need to solve this problem. Read the rest of the story: “Doug 
Mastriano Wants to Cut School Funding by Billions” (from The Pennlive, 7/25/22) 
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https://aasa.org/uploadedFiles/AASA_Blog_The_Total_Child(1)/AASA%20School%20Safety%20Position%20Paper.pdf
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2022/07/doug-mastriano-wants-to-cut-school-funding-by-billions-opinion.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2022/07/doug-mastriano-wants-to-cut-school-funding-by-billions-opinion.html


 
 
In National and International News… 
 
The Public School Problem That We’re Not Talking About— Everyone in the education world is 
talking about the trouble filling teaching positions. States including Idaho and Arizona have been so 
challenged that to solve the problem they’ve changed the definition of teacher to “any person with a pulse 
and a bit of college under their belt.” Most states considered filling teacher positions a full-blown 
crisis even before the pandemic and The Great Resignation hit. What we haven’t heard about is trouble 
finding people to fill positions in school administration. Read the rest of the story: “The Public School 
Problem That We’re Not Talking About” (from Forbes, 7/17/22) 
 
Most U.S. Public Schools Plan to Keep Masks Optional for Start of Classes— Students are heading 
to another school year amid the Covid-19 pandemic, but this time, there seem to be fewer discussions 
and fretting about masks and other mitigation measures -- despite a rise of infections sweeping the 
country. Most of the largest public school districts in the United States are not requiring masks for the new 
school year, making masking "optional" as students return to classes and the highly transmissible BA.5 
subvariant spreads. Read the rest of the story: “Most US Public Schools Plan to Keep Masks Optional 
for Start of Classes” (from CNN, 8/1/22) 

 
 
In Budget, Finance & Revenue News… 
 
Judge to Decide if Pennsylvania Sufficiently Funds Education— A decision about whether 
Pennsylvania’s method of funding public education meets the state constitutional requirement that 
lawmakers provide “a thorough and efficient system” was left in the hands of a state judge Tuesday when 
argument wrapped up in the long-running case. Commonwealth Court Judge Renee Cohn Jubelirer did 
not indicate when she will rule but said lawyers have left her with a massive record to review. Read the 
rest of the story: “Judge to Decide if Pennsylvania Sufficiently Funds Education” (from Associated 
Press, 7/26/22) 
 
School Districts Benefit from Mental Health Funding in the New Pa. Budget. Here’s How— Negative 
trends in youth anxiety, depression and other mental health challenges in recent years are troubling. With 
children spending much of their day at school, districts are uniquely positioned to identify issues and offer 
services that promote well-being and mental health. While the mission of public schools will always be 
focused on student academics and life skills, mental health challenges present a crippling impediment to 
student success. Read the rest of the story: “School Districts Benefit from Mental Health Funding in 
New Pa. Budget. Here’s How” (from Capital-Star, 7/26/22) 
 
  
In Legislative News… 
 
Did you missed our briefing on the state budget and school code bill last week?  Catch up today by 
visiting our state budget page and exploring the links below.  
 
You can watch the briefing by clicking this link. 
 
Other key information:  
PASA Briefing slides (PPT) 
Overview of the School Budget Code (PDF) 
Funding levels for each public school 
 
 
SB 106: The Senate and House of Representatives voted on July 8 to approve a Joint Resolution 
which would add several amendments to the Constitution of Pennsylvania including:  

https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/07/07/idaho-shows-how-not-to-fill-empty-teaching-jobs/
https://www.salon.com/2022/07/12/we-dont-need-no-education-now-arizona-says-teachers-dont-require-college-degrees/
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https://www.forbes.com/sites/petergreene/2022/07/17/the-public-school-problem-that-were-not-talking-about/?sh=3d9d25737407
https://about.burbio.com/school-mask-policy-tracker?hsLang=en
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/01/health/schools-covid-masking-fall-2022/index.html
https://www.cnn.com/2022/08/01/health/schools-covid-masking-fall-2022/index.html
https://apnews.com/article/education-pennsylvania-government-and-politics-366973988592cc6cb063ee52cfd919b6?oref=cspa_firstread_nl
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/school-districts-benefit-from-mental-health-funding-in-the-new-pa-budget-heres-how-opinion/
https://www.penncapital-star.com/commentary/school-districts-benefit-from-mental-health-funding-in-the-new-pa-budget-heres-how-opinion/
https://www.pasa-net.org/statebudget
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.pasbo.org%2Fq%2FtNA6i15nD8g0WPdEvXRq0VQpGuacoV5cf_ZcOJcGFzYUBwYXNhLW5ldC5vcmfDiARPt4NcP8f7mnLzOgbmHJtvUb4eQ&data=05%7C01%7Cpasa%40pasa-net.org%7C518a5a1bb9c348053d8f08da6429b45b%7C82d6e5ffed04472a8d43e211c3796bdd%7C0%7C0%7C637932427537594155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=ekxYaPyCo7jmtk86folZRwlKmGIwXQ5y4%2FnECq9zveY%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.pasbo.org%2Fq%2FPh7C8fdJxti0WrnzRxFz7gM2-0zMIxg5sBZcOJcGFzYUBwYXNhLW5ldC5vcmfDiA3BPczv7JcaHALLc_L-3U4nd4Q3Q&data=05%7C01%7Cpasa%40pasa-net.org%7C518a5a1bb9c348053d8f08da6429b45b%7C82d6e5ffed04472a8d43e211c3796bdd%7C0%7C0%7C637932427537594155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=h0w3np3zJvtgo4WQSwlF6S2K2KBN%2B9ZEHFixWmMOnL8%3D&reserved=0
https://nam12.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=http%3A%2F%2Femail.pasbo.org%2Fq%2F5snel-IXOfI0WsqZMMrMiGYXLGWIvJtcUKZcOJcGFzYUBwYXNhLW5ldC5vcmfDiAj1aX3e7eeIvkLfNthlIKRQ41Vlg&data=05%7C01%7Cpasa%40pasa-net.org%7C518a5a1bb9c348053d8f08da6429b45b%7C82d6e5ffed04472a8d43e211c3796bdd%7C0%7C0%7C637932427537594155%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=mEbwGMVCTnSZbu1gql3ECYn5x7WtDfcUR%2BXjbmqHRi0%3D&reserved=0
https://www.education.pa.gov/Teachers%20-%20Administrators/School%20Finances/Education%20Budget/Pages/default.aspx
https://www.legis.state.pa.us/cfdocs/billInfo/billInfo.cfm?sYear=2021&sInd=0&body=S&type=B&bn=0106


• Provides there is no right to abortion or taxpayer funding for an abortion. 
• Allows a party's nominee for Governor to select the party nominee for Lieutenant Governor rather 

than have each candidate nominated separately in the party's primary and prohibits a person 
from seeking election to both offices simultaneously.  

• Creates a limit of 21 days for any executive order or proclamation, which has the force of law, 
issued by the Governor or an executive agency.  

• Provides that the General Assembly's disapproval of a regulation would not be required to be 
presented to the Governor.  

• Requires the General Assembly to provide for the auditing of elections.  
• Requires voters to present valid identification prior to voting. 

The governor cannot veto a constitutional amendment. Instead, voters get to decide whether to approve 
the proposed change after it passes the state House and Senate in two consecutive sessions. This would 
be the first session. 

 
This Week’s Committee Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: September 12  
 
Senate:  
Next session: September 19 
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
August 2……...Managing the Risks: School Safety—Prevention and Preparedness (Session 1 of a seven-
part series) 
August 7-9…...PA Educational Leadership Summit 
August 13……Superintendent Licensure Exam 
August 31……Managing the Risks: Professional Ethics and the Educator (Session 2 of a seven-part 
series) 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.pasa-net.org/calendar_list.asp

