
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Trainings:  
 
Tuesday, September 13        
Complex Student Issues: Avoiding Ethical and Legal Issues  
 
About this session: Topics include student discipline and investigations; student enrollment; special 
education; student rights, such as speech, FERPA; and addressing diversity, equity, and inclusion.  
 
Facilitator: Andy Faust, Attorney, Sweet, Stevens, Katz & Williams LLP 
 
Investment: Members: $49; Non-members: $69 
 
Click here to register.        
 
Free Trees and Shrubs:  Keystone 10 Million Trees/Chesapeake Bay Foundation has trees and shrubs 
available for PA school districts at no cost. Containerized seedlings are in 3”x3”x9” pots, and the trees 
should be between 12”-36” in height. They come in trays of 25 per species. For more information on how 
to receive these items, contact Brenda Lee Sieglitz or Eric Livelsberger for more information.  
 
Chesapeake Bay Foundation also offers educational opportunities for both high school students and 
teachers within the watershed: https://www.cbf.org/about-cbf/our-mission/educate/index.html 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
Free breakfast for all PA. schoolchildren to start on Oct. 1— Pennsylvania parents will soon be able 
to check making breakfast off their list of things to do in the morning rush to get their children ready for 
school. Starting Oct. 1 and running through the remainder of the 2022-23 school year, that morning 
meal will be provided in schools. Read the rest of the story: “Free breakfast for all PA schoolchildren 
to start on Oct. 1” (from Pennlive.com, 9/9/22) 

 
The Kids Are All Right? Teens Are Optimistic About the Future— It seems nearly every poll, study, 
and anecdote show that teenagers’ overall mental health is in a bad state. But here’s a bit of good news: 
A new survey of teenagers by ACT has found that despite all of the challenges thrown up by the 
pandemic in the past few years, teens are overwhelmingly optimistic about their futures. More than 80 
percent of students said they feel high levels of optimism that their lives will turn out well, according to 
survey results released by ACT, the nonprofit that runs the ACT college entrance exam. High schoolers 
see well-paying jobs, home ownership, and good health in their futures. 
Read the rest of the story: “The Kids Are All Right? Teens Are Optimistic About the Future” (from 
EducationWeek, 9/8/22) 
 
 
What It Will Take to Transform Public Education (in 4 Charts)— The EdWeek Research Center heard 
this summer from more than 1,000 educators in a nationally representative survey on their ideas about 
whether the pandemic transformed public education. Remarkably, 95 percent of respondents saw the 
pandemic as inciting some kind of change—and half of them said that the pandemic was transformative. 
(For a more in-depth look at this, see my colleague Madeline Will’s Big Ideas reported essay on how 
teachers view the pandemic’s impact on education.) Read the rest of the story: “What It Will Take to 
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Transform Public Education (in 4 Charts)” (from EducationWeek, 9/6/22) 
 
 
In State News… 
 
 
“Pennsylvania Department of Education: School Bus Drivers Play Critical Role For PA Students— 
Pennsylvania Department of Education Acting Secretary Eric Hagarty and the Pennsylvania School Bus 
Association (PSBA) visited Duncannon to tour the Rohrer Bus facility in and highlight the critical role that 
school bus drivers play across the commonwealth. “As we work to ensure that students in all areas—
rural, urban, and suburban alike—have access to a high-quality education, we must also provide access 
to safe, reliable transportation to and from school,” said Acting Secretary Hagarty. “School bus drivers are 
critical in that mission, and PDE is committed to supporting this industry as it works to recruit individuals 
to the workforce.” Read the rest of the story: “Pennsylvania Department of Education: School Bus 
Drivers Play Critical Role For PA Students” (from PA Dept. of Edu., 9/6/22) 
 
PA Election 2022: Your Complete Guide to the Candidates for Governor—  The 2022 election for 
Pennsylvania governor is coming soon, and Spotlight PA wants to make sure you are prepared to make 
your choice. The state’s governors wield a vast amount of power. They propose a yearly spending plan 
that sets the course for months of policy debates with the General Assembly on issues including 
education spending and taxes. Read the rest of the story: “PA Election 2022: Your Complete Guide to 
the Candidates for Governor” (from Spotlight PA 9/12/22) 
 
Governor Wolf Announces $7 Million in Funding to Provide Free Healthy Snacks in PA Schools— 
Governor Tom Wolf announced that 266 elementary schools will receive $7 million in grant funding to 
provide students with fresh fruit and vegetable snacks during the school day. The funding was awarded 
through the U.S. Department of Agriculture’s Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Program (FFVP). Read the rest of 
the story: “Governor Wolf Announces $7 Million in Funding to Provide Free Healthy Snacks in PA 
Schools” (from Governor Wolf, 8/31/22) 
 
 
 
In National and International News… 
 
What if Americans Sour on Public Education?— This has been quite a time for U.S. public schools, 
from pandemic-induced shutdowns to clashes across the country over one issue after the next. In this 
context, it’s fair to wonder—and maybe worry about—how Americans’ attitudes toward public education 
might be changing. A nice feature of the EdNext poll is that it repeats some items year after year, which 
provides a glimpse of trends in what Americans think. 
Read the rest of the story: “What if American sour on public education” (from Brookings, 8/29/22) 
 
States’ Plans to Make School Safer Reflect Political Divides— In the aftermath of the school shooting 
in Uvalde, Texas, governors around the country vowed to take steps to ensure their students would be 
kept safe. Months later, as students return to classrooms, money has begun to flow for school security 
upgrades, training and other new efforts to make classrooms safer. But the responses have often 
reflected political divisions: Many Republicans have emphasized school security spending, while 
Democrats have called for tighter gun control. Read the rest of the story: “States’ Plan to Make School 
Safer Reflect Political Divides” (from EducationWeek, 9/7/22) 
  
In Legislative News… 
 
The House returned to session today. Three bills were on the schedule for second consideration:  
 
HB 1254: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Lewis Delrosso (R), would amend the Public School Code to 
require in-person instruction or a tuition grant program. 
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HB 2022: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Aaron Kaufer (R), would create a School-Based Mental Health 
Services Pilot Grant Program.  
 
HB 2023: This bill, sponsored by Rep. Aarom Kaufer (R), calls for mental health awareness education in 
schools.  
 
 
This Week’s Committee Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: Today  
 
Senate:  
Next session: September 19 
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
September 13……….Managing the Risks: Complex Student Issues: Avoiding Ethical and Legal Issues 
September 21-22: ….New Superintendents’ Academy Part 1: Strategic & Cultural Leadership 
October 4,5, 11 Basics of School Budgeting and Finances: Understanding the Basic Education 

Formula  
October 14 PASA Summit for Assistant Superintendents & Supervisors 
October 20 Managing the Risks: Record Retention, Right to Know, Board Conflict of Interests, 

and Litigation Holds 
October 31-Nov. 2 PASA/PABA School Leadership Conference 
 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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