
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Trainings:  
 
October 20:  
 
Managing the Risks: Record Retention, Right to Know, Board Conflict of Interests, and Litigation 
Holds 
 
About the Webinar: Topics include records and information that must be maintained; record retention 
schedules; the differences between use of school district provided and personal equipment; information 
that can be obtained from and cautions to take when using personal equipment and with district 
equipment; information that can be requested from phones, computers, etc.; the redacting of information; 
RTKL requests, current issues and trends; managing board communications; board conflict of 
interests/ethics; and litigation hold procedures. 
 
Facilitator: Gareth D. Pahowka, Attorney, Stock & Leader 
 
Investment: Members: $49; Non-members: $69 
 
Click here to register. 
 
 
Deadline Extended:  
For the 2022-23 school year, PaTTAN is offering a two-tiered approach to customized professional 
development and coaching at the school level. The Bureau of Special Education (BSE) extended the 
deadline for applications for comprehensive, systemic technical assistance and coaching supports to 
October 31.  
 
Short-term coaching requests will continue to be reviewed in real-time, and technical assistance and 
support provided based on the significance of the needs. To access both coaching support applications, 
and the statewide webinar explaining the process, click here:  
https://www.pattan.net/About-Us/Two-Tiers-of-Support 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
Want Test Scores to Improve? Make Engaging Families a Top Priority— One key to academic 
progress during the 2022-23 school year will be for schools to do a better job getting parents and 
teachers working more closely together toward common goals. That was one of the big takeaways from 
the SEL Exchange Virtual Summit, hosted Oct. 13 by the Collaborative for Academic, Social, and 
Emotional Learning. In other words, schools need to put family engagement at the top of their priority lists 
if they want to see academic improvement. Read the rest of the story: “Want Test Scores to Improve? 
Make Engaging Families a Top Priority” (from EducationWeek, 10/14/22) 
 
Why a Trans Student and Her Mom Are Fighting Their District’s Anti-LGBTQ Policies— When Lily 
Freeman was in 5th grade in the Central Bucks School District in Pennsylvania, she was grappling with 
how to socially transition as a transgender child. When her parents told her teacher about Lily’s struggle, 
the teacher suggested Alex Gino’s book Melissa (previously called George), an award-winning novel 
about a trans 4th grader, as a resource for Lily and her family. The gesture and the visibility the book 
provided was valuable to the family, said Lily’s mom, Mindy Freeman. Two years later, Lily’s social 
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studies teacher offered books about LGBTQ people on his classroom shelves, making it easier for Lily’s 
classmates to learn about her experience and that of her community, Mindy Freeman said. Read the rest 
of the story: “Why a Trans Student and Her Mom Are Fighting Their District’s Anti-LGBTQ Policies” 
(from EducationWeek, 10/14/22) 
 
Adverse Childhood Experiences During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Associations with Poor 
Mental Health and Suicidal Behaviors Among High School Students—Adolescent Behaviors and 
Experiences Survey, United States, January-June 2021— Social and educational disruptions during 
the COVID-19 pandemic have exacerbated concerns about adolescents’ mental health and suicidal 
behavior. Data from the 2021 Adolescent Behaviors and Experiences Survey (ABES) indicate that 37.1% 
of U.S. high school students reported poor mental health during the COVID-19 pandemic, with 19.9% 
considering and 9.0% attempting suicide in the preceding year. Adverse childhood experiences (ACEs)* 
are associated with poor mental health and suicidal behaviors, and high prevalence of some ACEs have 
been documented during the pandemic. Read the rest of the story: “Adverse Childhood Experiences 
During the COVID-19 Pandemic and Associations with Poor Mental Health and Suicidal Behaviors 
Among High School Students—Adolescent Behaviors and Experiences Survey, United States, January-
June 2021” (from CDC, 10/14/22) 

In State News… 
 
Rep. Conklin, State College School District Call for Universal Free Meals for K-12 Students— 
Advocating for universal free meals for school-aged kids, Rep. Scott Conklin, D-Rush Township, visited 
the State College Area School Wednesday to talk with students and educators about the need. Conklin is 
a con-sponsor of House Bill 2829, which would amend the Public School Code of 1949 to provide free 
school meals—breakfast and lunch—to all K-12 students.  Read the rest of the story: “Rep. Conklin, 
State College School District Call for Universal Free Meals for K-12 Students” (from Centre Daily 
Times,10/12/22) 

 
Higher Salaries, More Respect: Report Offers Path to Solving Teacher Shortage— With 
Pennsylvania, and the nation, in the midst of a historic teacher shortage, a new report by the country’s 
largest teachers union lays out what it says is a pathway to keeping the best and brightest educators from 
leaving the profession years ahead of schedule. In it, the National Education Association argues that 
while there is no shortage of “people who are called to teach and inspire the next generation,” there is “a 
decades-long effort by certain politicians to undermine public education by offering paltry wages, 
diminishing the respect for educators, and denying educators autonomy to make teaching decisions.” The 
numbers are hard to deny: Since 2010, Pennsylvania has seen a 66 percent decline in Instructional 
I teaching certificates, the state’s most basic teaching accreditation awarded to graduates who pass their 
certification tests, issued to in-state graduates, the Capital-Star reported in March. Read the rest of the 
story: “Higher Salaries, More Respect: Report Offers Path to Solving Teacher Shortage” (from 
Pennsylvania Capital-Star,10/14/22) 
 
In National and International News… 
 
One-Time PD Is Not Effective. Why Do Districts Still Rely on It?– Research has shown that one-time 
professional development is not effective. Yet a majority of teachers say that most of the training they’ve 
received in the past school year on how to use new ed-tech tools has been one-off experiences, 
according to an EdWeek Research Center survey. Thirty-four percent of educators said the professional 
development they’ve received has mostly been one-time events with some follow-up training and 23 
percent said one-time events with no follow-up training, according to the nationally representative survey 
of 1,042 teachers, principals, and district leaders conducted in late July. Read the rest of the story: “One-
Time PD Is Not Effective. Why Do Districts Still Rely on It?” (from EducationWeek, 10/13/22) 
 
 
America’s Teacher Shortage is ‘a Teacher Respect Issue,’ Education Secretary Says— The 
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coronavirus pandemic ramped up pressure on teachers, many of whom had to teach classes remotely or 
live with the fear of catching COVID-19 while teaching in-person. Consequently, some educators have 
chosen to leave the teaching profession altogether. On a recent episode of "Influencers with Andy 
Serwer," Education Secretary Miguel Cardona attributed recent teacher shortages in the US to relatively 
low pay and a lack of respect for the profession. Read the rest of the story: “America’s Teacher 
Shortage is ‘A Teacher Respect Issue,’ Education Secretary Says” (from Yahoo, 10/6/22) 

How K-12 Schools Can Overcome Common One-to-One Device Hurdles— School-issued laptops 
became a valuable bridge to learning and community when schools switched to remote learning during 
the pandemic lockdown. Now that students are back in the classroom with their devices in tow, educators 
are beginning to unlock their potential for in-person learning through one-to-one programs. “Teachers no 
longer have to fight for labs and carts, nor do they have to book time for shared devices,” says Keith 
Onstot, technology integration curriculum developer at Bellevue School District in Washington state, 
which is expanding its own program. “Now the access is just assumed.” Today, one-to-one programs 
continue to grow across the K–12 landscape. About 85 percent of respondents to a recent EdWeek 
Research Center survey said their districts have enough devices to cover all students at all grade levels 
for in-class use. In that same survey, however, educators indicated that transitioning their emergency 
one-to-one deployments into permanent features has not always been smooth. Read the rest of the story: 
“How K-12 Schools Can Overcome Common One-to-One Device Hurdles” (from EdTech, 10/5/22) 

NASA Launches Power to Explore Challenge for K-12 Students— And 3, 2, 1…lift off! NASA has 
officially launched its second Power to Explore Student Challenge, calling on K-12 students in the United 
States to learn about Radioisotope Power Systems (RPS), and then design a new RPS-powered space 
mission that would  energize their space exploration dreams. RPS is a type of nuclear “battery” that, for 
over 60 years, has enabled many spacecraft to explore some of the harshest, darkest environments, as 
well as the farthest reaches of our solar system. The Power to Explore Student Challenge is part of 
NASA's efforts to engage students in space exploration and inspire interest in science, technology, 
engineering, and mathematics. Read the rest of the story: “NASA Launches Power to Explore 
Challenges for K-12 Students” (from EducationWeek 9/29/22) 
  
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments is holding a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their 
knowledge of financial wellness. Lincoln is offering the following free webinars:  
 
Federal Student Aid Loan Forgiveness  October 26 at 4 p.m. 
Traditional & Roth 403(b)’s   November 2 at 4 p.m. 
Eldercare Planning    November 30 at 4 p.m. 
Market and Economic Update   December 7 at 4 p.m. 
Building Towards Your Future   December 21 at 4 p.m. 
 
Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: Oct. 24 at noon 
 
Education Committee Meeting: Oct. 24 at 10 a.m. on student data retention and protection.  
Room 523, Irvis Office 
 
Senate:  
Next session: Oct. 17 at 1 p.m. 
 
Education Committee (with Communications and Technology): Joint public hearing on Oct. 18 at 10:30 
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a.m. to discuss student data privacy 
Room 8E-B, East Wing 
 
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
October 20 Managing the Risks: Record Retention, Right to Know, Board Conflict of Interests, 

and Litigation Holds 
October 31-Nov. 2 PASA/PABA School Leadership Conference 
November 10-11 PASA Board of Governors Meeting  
November 15 Managing the Risks: Fiscal Responsibilities-Managing Revenues and Expenditures 
November 16 Women’s Caucus Annual Fall Dinner 
November 17-18 New Superintendents’ Academy Part 2: Systems Leadership 
Nov. 28, 29 & Dec. 6 Federal Programs and Special Education Funding-Half-Day Workshop 
December 13 Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—

Compliance and Potential Unintended Violations 
 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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