
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Upcoming Trainings:  
 
Register now: PASA and PASBO’s Basics of School Budgeting and Finance series kicks off in October 
with Part 1: Understanding the Basic Educational Formula (BEF). This one-day workshop will be held on 
three occasions at the three PATTAN locations on Oct. 4, 5, and 11. To register for this session or the full 
three-part series, click here.  
 
PASA Education Update Briefing:  
The Pennsylvania Association of School Administrators will hold a briefing to provide additional 
information and clarity on Pennsylvania’s 2021-22 State Assessment Results and Fall 2022 ESSA School 
Designations for School Improvement on Tuesday, October 11, 11:30 a.m.  Dr. Jeffrey Fuller, Deputy 
Secretary of the Office of Elementary and Secondary Education, and Brian Campbell, Director of the 
Bureau of Curriculum, Assessment and Instruction, will join us on this webinar to share this timely 
information.  
 
The briefing will be recorded and posted for review at your convenience if you are not able to join us on 
Tuesday morning. Please join Dr. Sherri Smith for an overview of this important information. 
 
A Zoom link will be provided to members ahead of the webinar.  
 
Deadline Extended:  
For the 2022-23 school year, PaTTAN is offering a two-tiered approach to customized professional 
development and coaching at the school level. The Bureau of Special Education (BSE) extended the 
deadline for applications for comprehensive, systemic technical assistance and coaching supports to 
October 31.  
 
Short-term coaching requests will continue to be reviewed in real-time, and technical assistance and 
support provided based on the significance of the needs. To access both coaching support applications, 
and the statewide webinar explaining the process, click here:  
https://www.pattan.net/About-Us/Two-Tiers-of-Support 
 
 
Applications open for PA Teacher of the Year Nominations:  
The Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year Program (PA-TOY) recognizes excellence in teaching by honoring 
K-12 teachers in public education who have made outstanding academic contributions to Pennsylvania's 
school-aged children. Each school district, IU, CTC, and charter school may nominate a deserving 
educator from both the elementary and secondary levels. Please encourage local education agency 
(LEA) educators, parents, students, and community members to nominate an outstanding educator. 
Efforts to recognize a deserving teacher in your LEA are deeply appreciated.  
 
The nomination form, along with additional information about the Pennsylvania Teacher of the Year 
program may be found at https://nnstoy.org/chapter/pennsylvania. The nomination form is completed and 
sent to Tim Dzurko at NSTOYPAselectionchair@gmail.com. Nominations received after December 17, 
2022, will be considered for the following year. One finalist will be chosen as Pennsylvania’s 2024 
Teacher of the Year and will represent Pennsylvania at the 2025 National Teacher of the Year ceremony 
at the White House.  
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In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
Overdoses at School: One School District’s Response to the Fentanyl Crisis— The Los Angeles 
Unified School District has reported nine student overdoses from fentanyl since the school year began, 
including the death of a student at Bernstein High School on Sept. 13. To meet the crisis, the district is 
stocking Narcan in all of its schools, launching a peer counseling program, and educating parents about 
the dangers of fentanyl through its Parent Academy. But the crisis spreads far beyond Los Angeles; it’s 
an issue in schools and communities across the country. Here, LAUSD Superintendent Alberto Carvalho 
offers five tips for district leaders working to address this critical issue, as well as advice for teachers, 
parents, and students. Read the rest of the story: “Overdoes at School: One School District’s 
Response to the Fentanyl Crisis” (from EducationWeek, 9/30/22) 
 
More States Are Allowing Children to Take Mental Health Days— With child mental health problems 
on the rise in the past few years, a growing number of states have adopted laws that let students take an 
excused absence if they feel anxious, depressed or need a day to “recharge.” A dozen states already 
have measures in place that allow kids to take off for mental health and not just physical health reasons. 
A handful of others* are considering making similar changes to school absentee rules. Read the rest of 
the story: “More States Are Allowing Children to Take Mental Health Days” (from The Washington 
Post, 10/2/22) 
 
In State News… 
 
Honoring Education Leaders of Pennsylvania— Metro’s Education Power Players are game changers 
who are working towards educational equity by increasing opportunities, reforming legislation, diversifying 
the teacher pipeline, and providing support to achieve student and teacher enrichment. This list was 
curated to highlight individuals who are changing how we think about and interact with education, both in 
Pennsylvania and beyond. Join us in congratulating this year’s Education Power Players and the crucial 
resources that they provide to our community. Read the rest of the story: “Honoring Education Leaders 
of Pennsylvania” (from Metro Philadelphia, 10/3/22) 

PA Schools in Line to Compete for Grants to Provide Safer Learning Environments— Some $41.7 
million is coming Pennsylvania’s way to help provide safer and supportive learning environments for 
its schools, according to an announcement from the U.S. Department of Education. The funding 
coming from Bipartisan Safer Communities Act signed into law in June which among other initiatives, 
allocates nearly $1 billion to states and U.S. territories to develop their own competitive grant program 
for distributing their share of the money that is to be targeted to high-need school districts. Read the 
rest of the story: “PA School in Line to Compete for Grants to Provide Safer Learning 
Environments” (from Pennlive, 9/29/22) 

 
Explainer: Mastriano’s Plan for PA School Choice— During his campaign, Republican Pennsylvania 
gubernatorial candidate Doug Mastriano has alluded to proposals that would be a transformative overhaul 
of the state’s more than $30 billion K-12 education system, with public dollars eligible to fund students’ 
private education. Mastriano’s sometimes conflicting statements have overall shown an effort to work with 
a likely GOP-controlled Legislature to propel far-reaching school choice programs by shifting state funds 
to students rather than schools. This would allow for public funding to be used for students’ private 
education, homeschooling or religious schooling. Another key proposal has been the elimination of school 
property taxes — the largest contributor to districts’ budgets — which Mastriano has said would lessen 
the tax burden while saving the state money on education.  Read the rest of the story: “Explainer: 
Mastriano’s Plan for PA School Choice” (from PA Governor’s Office, 9/22/22) 

Inside Pa’s Proposed ‘Parental Bill of Rights,’ Which Critics are Calling Homophobic—  The 
education culture wars have reached Pennsylvania. Pledging to give parents more power over the type of 
content taught in schools, Republican state lawmakers have introduced legislation that would prohibit 
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teachings about sexual orientation and gender identity in certain grades – an effort that mirrors and builds 
upon actions in other GOP-led states to limit the teaching of certain subjects, particularly among younger 
students. The “Parental Bill of Rights” legislation, as proponents call it, would prohibit schools in 
Pennsylvania – including public schools, charter schools and cyber charter schools – from teaching about 
sexual orientation or gender identity to students in kindergarten through fifth grade. The legislation quickly 
earned the opposition of the state’s Democratic governor, and has highlighted ideological differences on 
education in the leadup to November’s midterm elections for governor and U.S. Senate. Read the rest of 
the story: “Inside Pa’s Proposed ‘Parental Bill of Rights,’ Which Critics Are Calling Homophobic” 
(from Pennsylvania Capital-Star 9/27/22) 

 
 
In National and International News… 
 
AASA to Help Launch ‘Here for the Kids’ Campaign on October 4— – AASA, The School 
Superintendents Association is joining forces with the Learning First Alliance and partners across the 
country to support a critical effort to support public education and ensure a bright future for children. The 
Here for the Kids campaign brings together families, educators, and community members to support their 
local public schools and tell the stories of the amazingly positive things happening in classrooms and 
school buildings nationwide. The Learning First Alliance will officially launch the campaign on Tuesday, 
Oct. 4, 2022, at the National Press Club in Washington, D.C., from 9:30 to 11 a.m. ET. We invite you to 
watch the live stream on Twitter or Facebook. Read the rest of the story: “AASA to Help Launch ‘Here 
for the Kids’ Campaign on October 4” (from AASA, 10/3/22) 
 
 
Adopting New Classroom Technologies Is Hard. A New Federal Guide Aims to Help— While 
availability and affordability are often the focus of discussions around digital equity, new guidance from 
the U.S. Department of Education emphasizes the importance of addressing adoption barriers as well. 
The report, Advancing Digital Equity for All, provides education leaders and policymakers at the state and 
local level with recommendations and strategies for removing barriers to availability, affordability, and 
adoption of broadband and connected devices. Read the rest of the story: “Adopting New Classroom 
Technologies Is Hard. A New Federal Guide Aims to Help” (from EducationWeek, 9/30/22) 
 
 
Toomey, Manchin Accuse Education Department of Dragging Feet on Protecting Students From 
Predator Teachers— A bipartisan pair of senators accused the Department of Education of dragging its 
feet when it came to protecting students from sexual predator teachers. Fox News Digital exclusively 
obtained a letter sent by Sens. Pat Toomey, R-Pa., and Joe Manchin, D-W.Va., to Education Secretary 
Miguel Cardona regarding a recent department report titled "Study of State Policies to Prohibit Aiding and 
Abetting Sexual Misconduct in Schools." The senators wrote the report "examines state laws, regulations, 
and policies to ensure that certain school employees with a known history of engaging in sexual 
misconduct with minors cannot transfer schools without consequence." Read the rest of the story: 
“Toomey, Manchin accuse Education Department of Dragging Feet on Protecting Students from 
Predator Teachers” (from Fox News, 9/29/22) 
 
 
EPA Doubles Aid for Electric, Natural Gas-Powered School Buses, Citing High Demand— The U.S. 
Environmental Protection Agency will nearly double its first round of rebates for “clean school 
buses,” awarding $965 million in response to high demand.  The rebates allow schools to replace existing 
diesel buses with zero- and low-emissions alternatives, including those that run on electricity and natural 
gas, and the equipment necessary to support them. The money is part of a $5 billion fund created through 
the Bipartisan Infrastructure Act, signed by President Joe Biden last November. The funding for school 
buses will be distributed over five years. Read the rest of the story: “EPA Doubles Aid for Electric, 
Natural Gas-Powered School Buses, Citing High Demand” (from EducationWeek, 9/30/22) 
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School Choice Advocates Promised Students a Better Education. They Haven’t Delivered It’s an 
old idea: Give families a choice in where their children attend school and students will receive a better 
education. Not all schools are a good fit for all kids and some schools aren’t good for anyone. Free 
market logic says competition and choice will fix things. In practice, however, school choice hasn't been 
the fix that proponents promised, although its application is varied. Read the rest of the story: “School 
Choice Advocates Promised Students a Better Education. They Haven’t Delivered” (from The USA 
Today 10/3/22) 

  
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments is holding a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their 
knowledge of financial wellness. Lincoln is offering the following free webinars:  
 
Retirement Savings Made Easy   October 12 at 4 p.m. 
Federal Student Aid Loan Forgiveness  October 26 at 4 p.m. 
Traditional & Roth 403(b)’s   November 2 at 4 p.m. 
Eldercare Planning    November 30 at 4 p.m. 
Market and Economic Update   December 7 at 4 p.m. 
Building Towards Your Future   December 21 at 4 p.m. 
 
Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
This Week’s Committee Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: Oct. 24 at noon 
 
Senate:  
Next session: Oct. 17 at 1 p.m. 
 
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
October 4,5, 11 Basics of School Budgeting and Finances: Understanding the Basic Education 

Formula 
October 11 PASA Education Update Briefing  
October 14 PASA Summit for Assistant Superintendents & Supervisors 
October 20 Managing the Risks: Record Retention, Right to Know, Board Conflict of Interests, 

and Litigation Holds 
October 31-Nov. 2 PASA/PABA School Leadership Conference 
November 10-11 PASA Board of Governors Meeting  
November 15 Managing the Risks: Fiscal Responsibilities-Managing Revenues and Expenditures 
November 16 Women’s Caucus Annual Fall Dinner 
November 17-18 New Superintendents’ Academy Part 2: Systems Leadership 
Nov. 28, 29 & Dec. 6 Federal Programs and Special Education Funding-Half-Day Workshop 
December 13 Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—

Compliance and Potential Unintended Violations 
 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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