
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Managing the Risks: Fiscal Responsibilities—Managing Revenues and Expenditures 
November 15 from 11:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. (Virtual) 
 
About the Webinar: Topics include understanding your district school finance position, demographics, 
and trends; appropriate use of funds and prior board approval, etc.; donations and gifts; and appropriate 
allocation of local, state and federal funds. 
 
Facilitator: Hannah Barrick, Executive Director and PASBO Staff 
 
Investment: Members: $49; Non-members $69 
 
Click here to register.  
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
Building an Effective SEL Program: Lessons From 3 Districts— Flush with COVID-19 relief aid and 
scrambling to meet students’ soaring emotional needs at the height of the pandemic, many school 
districts invested heavily in social-emotional learning. And that momentum doesn’t appear to be slowing 
down: 61 percent of school and district leaders said in an EdWeek Research Center survey this fall that 
they expect funding and resources for SEL to increase over the next two years. Read the rest of the 
story: “Building an Effective SEL Program: Lessons From 3 Districts” (from EducationWeek, 
11/7/22) 
 
USDA Invests $50 Million for Schools & Food Industry to Work Together to Strengthen School 
Meals— USDA’s Food and Nutrition Service today launched a new and innovative initiative for healthier 
school meals through a $50 million grant opportunity that will support collaboration with the food industry 
to develop nutritious, appetizing school meals for students. This launch follows through on a commitment 
made in the administration’s National Strategy on Hunger, Nutrition, and Health.  Read the rest of the 
story: “USDA Invests $50 Million for Schools & Food Industry to Work Together to Strengthen 
School Meals” (from U.S. Department of Agriculture, 11/10/22) 
 
In State News… 
 

PA Schools Lack Policies That Protect LGBTQ Students and District Taxpayers, Experts Say— 
Attitudes on sex and gender identity have graduated; school policies on LGBTQ students, however, are 
elementary, at best. Most school systems in Pennsylvania lack official guidelines on the education of gay, 
lesbian, transgender and non-binary students, and the state's reporting system is not being used, records 
show. Without policies, districts and communities are increasingly clashing across the state as schools 
weigh the needs of students, and parents, and the rights of both groups. Policies can address everything 
from notification of requested name and pronoun changes to accommodations, and without them, 
advocates say, they are risking the safety of young adults and exposing districts to federal discrimination 
lawsuits. Read the rest of the story: “PA Schools Lack Policies That Protect LGBTQ Students and 
District Taxpayers, Experts Say” (from Courier Times, 10/17/22) 

Local Educators Say Sliding School Assessment Scores No Shock, Highlight Importance of In-
Person Learning— When results of the National Assessment of Educational Progress were released in 
late October, the nationwide assessment often called “the nation’s report card” pointed to much lower 
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scores than students were recording before the COVID-19 pandemic. Local educators weren’t surprised 
by the results. Read the rest of the story: “Local Educators Say Sliding School Assessment Scores 
No Shock, Highlight Importance of In-Person Learning” (from The Tribune-Democrat, 11/5/22) 
 
 
In National and International News… 
 
How My District Overcame Our Dire Bus Driver Shortage– Hiring school bus drivers has been tough 
for years, then the pandemic made it even harder. But the school system I lead cracked the code and 
achieved 100 percent staffing in transportation this past spring. Now, we have begun to use the 
techniques that worked in transportation to improve hiring in other areas. Read the rest of the story: 
“How My District Overcame Our Dire Bus Driver Shortage” (from EducationWeek, 11/10/22) 
 
Districts are Ditching Virtual School. Is That Premature?— In a bid to return to normalcy, many 
districts across the country this fall ditched the online programs they created at the beginning of the 
pandemic so students could continue learning during COVID-19 building closures. With vaccines widely 
available, most pandemic-era restrictions lifted. And some states reduced the flexibility they’d offered for 
full-time remote schooling. It all means that the availability of virtual school has dropped this year. Read 
the rest of the story:  “Districts are Ditching Virtual School. Is That Premature?” (from 
EducationWeek, 11/11/22) 
 
How “Education Freedom” Played in the Midterms — The 2022 midterm elections offered many 
snapshots of the contemporary school wars, but one might start with the race for Superintendent of 
Education in South Carolina, a state that languishes near the bottom of national education rankings and 
that’s suffering from a major teacher shortage. Read the rest of the story: How “Education Freedom 
Played in the Midterms” (from The New Yorker, 11/9/22) 
 
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments is holding a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their 
knowledge of financial wellness. Lincoln is offering the following free webinars:  
 
Eldercare Planning    November 30 at 4 p.m. 
Market and Economic Update   December 7 at 4 p.m. 
Building Towards Your Future   December 21 at 4 p.m. 
 
Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: November 14 at noon 
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: November 15 at 1 p.m. 
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
November 15 Managing the Risks: Fiscal Responsibilities-Managing Revenues and Expenditures 
November 16 Women’s Caucus Annual Fall Dinner 
November 17-18 New Superintendents’ Academy Part 2: Systems Leadership 
November 21 Understanding the Basic Education Formular (BEF), Full-day at I.U.4 
Nov. 28, 29 & Dec. 6 Federal Programs and Special Education Funding-Half-Day Workshop 
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December 13 Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—
Compliance and Potential Unintended Violations 

 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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