
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates:  
 
Calling all creatives: 
The Pennsylvania Department of Transportation is holding a School Bus Poster Contest in honor National 
School Bus Safety Week. For contest rules and guidelines, visit www.penndot.pa.gov for more 
information. Entries must be mailed by March 1, 2023.  
 
Need additional educators?  
The Pennsylvania Department of Education sent out a reminder last week for those searching for 
additional teachers. The document provides guidance for hiring retired teachers and educators from other 
states, issuing local, temporary certificates for substitute teachers, applying to PDE for emergency 
permits and more.   
 
Structural changes at the Department of Education: The Executive Board approved a reorganization of 
the Department of Education effective November 1. Click here to view a layout of its new structure.  
 
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
6 Rules for Engaging Students with Intellectual Disabilities in Sports– Unified sports and physical 
education programs are gaining traction as schools work to re-engage secondary students in sports after 
a pandemic dropoff. These programs pair roughly equal numbers of students with intellectual disabilities, 
such as autism or Down syndrome, and students without them for casual or competitive teams. 
Advocates of the programs, which are now in about 8,000 schools across 20 states, say they can help 
schools become more inclusive and also involve students who want to learn athletic skills without as 
much competitive pressure. Read the rest of the story: “6 Rules for Engaging Students With 
Intellectual Disabilities in Sports” (from EducationWeek, 11/21/22) 
 
 
What Schools Can Do to Ease Students’ Anxiety— Secondary students say anxiety, stress, and 
depression are derailing their ability to get back on track academically as the pandemic recedes, and they 
need more support from their schools and teachers. Mental health issues top the barriers to learning for 
middle and high school students, according to a report released last month by YouthTruth, a nonprofit 
that surveys K-12 students and families for school districts. Fewer than half of students in the survey said 
their school has services to help them with issues like anxiety or depression, and only 1 in 5 had access 
to a school counselor or therapist. Read the rest of the story: “What Schools Can Do to Ease Students’ 
Anxiety” (from EducationWeek, 11/23/22) 
 
 
In State News… 
 
PA Releases Anti-Racist Guidelines as Part of Teacher-Prep Overhaul— The Pennsylvania 
Department of Education has released new standards that ask teachers to interrogate their biases and 
recognize inequality in schools and school systems, including institutional racism. The standards require 
teachers to identify and disrupt racist practices, and make sure their approach to teaching incorporates a 
variety of perspectives. Read the rest of the story: “PA Releases Anti-Racist Guidelines as Part of 
Teacher-Prep Overhaul” (from Pennsylvania Capital-Star, 10/18/22) 
 
PA State Police Invites High School Teens to Take Advantage of Law Enforcement Education 
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Opportunity — The Pennsylvania State Police (PSP) Bureau of Training and Education announced 
expanded opportunities in law enforcement education for children between the ages of 15 and 18. 
Applications are now being accepted for The Hill Impact Program, which has expanded to three locations 
in Pennsylvania. The 14-week program will run simultaneously at the PSP Academy in Hershey, the PSP 
Southwest Training Center in Greensburg, and the Kingston Armory in Kingston. Read the rest of the 
story: “PA State Police Invites High School Teens to Take Advantage of Law Enforcement 
Education Opportunity” (from PennWatch, 11/27/22) 
 
 
In National and International News… 
 
 
After a Rash of Student Suicides, This School District Stepped Up— This summer, the nearly 
55,000-student Cherry Creek district, in the Denver suburbs, broke ground on a $15 million mental health 
day-treatment center, in partnership with two local medical experts, Children’s Hospital Colorado and the 
Department of Psychiatry at the University of Colorado School of Medicine Anschutz Medical Campus. 
Read the rest of the story:  “After a Rash of Student Suicides, This School District Stepped Up” 
(from EducationWeek, 11/23/22) 
 
Why Alabama and West Virginia Suddenly Have Amazing High-School Graduation Rates— If you 
chart state public school graduation rates over the past decade — one of the things we do for fun here at 
the Department of Data — you’ll find that almost every state has shown impressive gains. But Alabama 
and West Virginia stand out like back-row students who pole-vaulted to the head of the class. Between 
the 2010-2011 school year, the first for which we have consistent data from the National Center for 
Education Statistics, and 2018-2019, Alabama and West Virginia launched themselves from 40th and 
27th in the nation in the rate of students who graduated from high school in four years to first and third, 
respectively, joining No. 2 Iowa at this pinnacle of education achievement. (Data since the pandemic, 
which scrambled public school schedules and standards, is not yet available.) Read the rest of the story: 
“Why Alabama and West Virginia Suddenly Have Amazing High-School Graduation Rates” (from 
The Washington Post, 11/18/22) 
 
 
 
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments is holding a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their 
knowledge of financial wellness. Lincoln is offering the following free webinars:  
 
Eldercare Planning    November 30 at 4 p.m. 
Market and Economic Update   December 7 at 4 p.m. 
Building Towards Your Future   December 21 at 4 p.m. 
 
Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022. 
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022. 
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
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Nov. 28, 29 & Dec. 6 Federal Programs and Special Education Funding-Half-Day Workshop 
 
December 13 Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—

Compliance and Potential Unintended Violations 
 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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