
 
 
 
 
 
 
Updates:  
 
 
Additional educators needed?  
The Pennsylvania Department of Education sent out a reminder last week for those searching for 
additional teachers. The document provides guidance for hiring retired teachers and educators from other 
states, issuing local, temporary certificates for substitute teachers, applying to PDE for emergency 
permits and more.   
 
Structural changes at the Department of Education: The Executive Board approved a reorganization 
of the Department of Education effective November 1. Click here to view a layout of its new structure.  
 
 
In Health, Safety, Equity & Learning News… 
 
COVID Hurt Student Learning: Key Findings From a Year of Research— Dozens of studies have 
come out over the past months concluding that the pandemic had a negative—and uneven—effect on 
student learning. National analyses have shown that students who were already struggling fell further 
behind than their peers, and that Black and Latino students experienced greater declines in test scores 
than their peers. But taken together, what implications do they have for school and district leaders looking 
for a path forward? Read the rest of the story: “COVID Hurt Student Learning: Key Findings From a 
Year of Research” (from EducationWeek, 11/30/22) 
 
Schools Trying to Prioritize Equity Have Their Work Cut Out for Them, Survey Shows— Laura 
Sosik, a 2nd grade teacher at a school in Scranton, Pa., was always attuned to the differences in 
academic progress between students from higher- and lower-income households. But this past school 
year, when she had her first class of students whose school careers had started in kindergarten with 
virtual learning, those gaps were in stark relief. The students whose parents had the time, energy, 
resources, and abilities to help guide their education at home since 2020 did fairly well, some even 
reading at a 4th grade level. The ones that did not have those supports still struggled to recognize letters. 
Read the rest of the story: “Schools Trying to Prioritize Equity Have Their Work Cut Out for Them, 
Survey Shows” (from EducationWeek, 11/28/22) 
 
In State News… 
 
PA School Test Scores Still Trail Pre-Pandemic Levels— Pennsylvania public school students have 
made little progress in making up for the learning losses suffered during the COVID-19 pandemic. The 
latest Pennsylvania System of School Assessment results released Monday show just over half of 
test-takers in grades three through eight statewide scored proficient or advanced, which is regarded 
as grade level or above, on the language arts exam. Read the rest of the story: “PA School Test 
Scores Still Trail Pre-Pandemic Levels” (from Pennlive, 11/30/22) 

How Much Can Public Schools Control What Students Wear? — School dress codes can be harmful 
to minority students, according to the U.S. Government Accountability Office, the investigative arm of 
Congress. These codes can lead school officials to punish these two groups for simply who they are or 
for expressing themselves. However, it has long been held by the Supreme Court that students do 
not “shed their constitutional rights to freedom of speech or expression at the schoolhouse gate,” as a 
1969 ruling put it. But that’s not carte blanche for students to go wild and wear just anything. Read the 
rest of the story: “How Much Can Public Schools Control What Students Wear?” (from Lock Haven 
Express, 11/29/22) 
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PA Property Tax Relief Supporters Have a New Friend in Josh Shapiro — Monroe, Lehigh and 
Northampton counties continue to have some of the heaviest property tax burdens in the state, giving 
lawmakers plenty of motivation to keep seeking relief for hard-hit taxpayers. They appear to have a willing 
new partner in Gov.-elect Josh Shapiro. During his campaign, Shapiro proposed tax relief moves similar to 
ones Valley lawmakers have unsuccessfully sought to push through the state Legislature. They include a 
proposed increase — from $35,000 to $50,000 — in the threshold for homeowners to qualify for a state 
program that sends out property tax rebates as well as rent rebates. Read the rest of the story: “PA 
Property Tax Relief Supporters Have a New Friend in Josh Shapiro” (from Reading Eagle, 11/25/22) 

 
 
In National and International News… 
 
As Cyberattacks Increase on K-12 Schools, Here Is What’s Being Done– In recent years, 
cyberattacks on K-12 schools have increased. Not only do these attacks disrupt educational instruction 
and school operations, they also impact students, their families, and teachers. The scale and number of 
attacks increased during COVID-19 as more schools moved to remote learning and increased their 
reliance on IT services. Read the rest of the story: “As Cyberattacks Increase on K-12 Schools, Here 
Is What’s Being Done” (from U.S. Government Accountability Office, 12/1/22) 
 

N.J. Could Become First State to Enact Media Literacy Curriculum for K-12 Students— New Jersey 
lawmakers want to help students at every grade level learn how to figure out fact vs. fiction. The state 
could become the first in the country to require public schools to teach media literacy to K-12 students to 
combat misinformation. A bipartisan bill approved last month by the Legislature would take effect 
immediately if signed into law by Gov. Phil Murphy. Read the rest of the story:  “N.J. Could Become 
First State to Enact Media Literacy Curriculum for K-12 Students” (from The Philadelphia Inquirer, 
12/2/22) 

 
Diamond Sponsor Updates:  
 
Lincoln Investments is holding a series of educational webinars to help educators increase their 
knowledge of financial wellness. Lincoln is offering the following free webinars:  
 
Market and Economic Update   December 7 at 4 p.m. 
Building Towards Your Future   December 21 at 4 p.m. 
 
Click here to learn more about each webinar.  
 
 
Upcoming Legislative Schedule – 
 
House of Representatives:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
Senate:  
Next session: No session days left in 2022.  
No committee meetings scheduled at this time.  
 
On the PASA Calendar… 
 
Dec. 6   Federal Programs and Special Education Funding-Half-Day Workshop, West PaTTAN 
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December 13  Managing the Risks: The PA Public Official and Employees Ethics Act—Compliance and   
Potential Unintended Violations 

 
 
Click here to view the full calendar of events.  
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